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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
At the June meeting of the Forum, it was agreed that this item would be discussed at this meeting.
2.2
At present the SUE area is covered by parts of the parishes of Cranford, Burton Latimer, Barton Seagrave and a proportion of it lies within the unparished area of Kettering. A map is attached showing the boundaries and how they intersect with the SUE.

2.3
Under the relevant legislation, the power to take decisions about changing or creating parishes and their electoral arrangements is a function of the Borough Council. This is done by means of a Community Governance Review, and the process for conducting one is set out in legislation and statutory guidance.
2.4
In the autumn, the Borough Council is to consider commencing  a review of parishing arrangements within the  Borough . This review must take into account the views of local people in deciding parishing arrangements , and existing parish councils will be consulted as part of the process. This Forum can also act as  a consultee.

2.5
The final decision on the parishing of East Kettering cannot be made until houses are occupied and the community exists to influence the type of community governance they wish to see in place.  The speed of development of East Kettering will depend on market conditions, but is unlikely to be concluded in less than fifteen years.

2.6
The more immediate issues will be the extent to which development (and therefore the arrival of new residents) impacts on existing parishes. The parish most affected early on will be Cranford, because the development of land off Cranford Road (the Persimmon application) will in itself, produce a larger population than that currently living in the existing parish.

2.7
Barton Seagrave has less of an issue, because the new population will be a relatively small addition to its existing population, Burton Latimer’s small area will mostly include employment land and Kettering can of course absorb a large population anyway.
2.8
In the shorter term, as part of a parish review, there are some possible options that  Cranford Parish Council and its residents may wish to consider as a possible response to a future consultation on this matter:-
· do nothing and accept that the nature of the parish will change 

· seek to have the parish split into wards so that there is some balance in representation between the new and old parts of the parish; 
· separate off part of the parish with the intention that it becomes part of another parish at some point in the future, or is unparished and absorbed into the Kettering unparished area.  Some natural boundaries exist which would enable that split to occur, but it would mean that Cranford loses part of its existing population (principally a scatter of properties within the SUE area and the housing on the south side of Cranford Road). 
2.9
In the longer term, many of the existing parish boundaries will be rendered meaningless by the development, so a longer term solution will need to be devised, and taken forward through a  further community governance review,  but this would be at least five years off and probably much longer.
2.10
The longer term options for consideration as part of a future review are 

· all of East Kettering is absorbed into the unparished part of Kettering 
· a new parish is created for the whole or the majority of the development, taking land off existing parishes and the unparished area 
· a new parish is created which covers all or the majority of the development and also takes in some existing development, for example, that sitting  east of Barton Rd and Warkton Lane. 
2.11
It should be noted that this Forum would be a consultee in respect of any review of the parished or non parished areas that lie within the SUE boundary. Any views expressed at this stage will be noted and fed into the consultation process should the Borough Council embark on a community governance review.
3.
CONCLUSION

Views are sought on possible approaches.
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide the Forum with information about the process for parishing the East Kettering Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) area and to describe the potential options available.  









