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2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
All planning authorities are required to prepare a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) setting out how they will consult and engage with people over the preparation of Development Plan Documents as well as on planning applications. The North Northamptonshire SCI, prepared by the Joint Planning Unit, was adopted by the Joint Planning Committee (JPC) in 2006.

2.2 
Under the Development Plan Regulations that were in force at the time, SCIs were considered to be Development Plan Documents (DPDs), which were consequently required to be prepared in accordance with the regulations, including an independent Examination. As a joint DPD the SCI was included in the North Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme, and was adopted by the Joint Planning Committee. Changes to the Development Plan Regulations mean that SCI’s are no longer considered as DPDs, do not have to be submitted for Examination, and there is no longer a prescribed process for preparation. As a consequence of these changes, the JPC no longer has the authority to adopt the SCI other than in so far as it relates to the Joint Core Strategy and other joint plans. The SCI therefore, needs to be agreed and adopted by each individual partner authority. The benefit to preparing a joint Statement of Community involvement is it overcomes the need for the individual partner authorities to prepare and consult upon documents separately.
3. THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

3.1 The revised SCI has been updated to reflect changes made to the Development Plan system since its adoption in 2006, notably the greater flexibility that local planning authorities have when preparing Local Plans, and the requirements of the Localism Act. Guidance in relation to Development Management has been revised to make it more strategic, the SCI has been updated as appropriate.  

3.2 The revised SCI is a significantly streamlined document compared to the previously adopted version. The document does not seek to prescribe the extent of consultation that should be undertaken for Local Plans beyond the statutory requirements and stages, instead making provisions at para. 4.18 for authorities to undertake additional consultation should they seek further ongoing feedback.
3.3 It is considered that by streamlining the SCI it will make the document more usable, and that by not setting out consultation requirements beyond Local Plans and planning application regulations, will allow the Council to undertake consultation on other documents, such as Supplementary Planning Documents, in accordance with national regulations.

3.4 The revised SCI is attached at Appendix 1 to this report. The draft SCI has to be subject to public consultation before it can be adopted by the Joint Planning Committee and the Council’s Planning Policy Committee. The Joint Planning Committee resolved on 25th July 2013, subject to the SCI being endorsed by Kettering Borough Council’s Planning Policy Committee, to consult on the draft SCI alongside consultation on the Interim Housing Policy Statement.

4. CONSULTATION

4.1 The Joint Planning Committee resolved on 25th July 2013, subject to the SCI being endorsed by Kettering Planning Policy Committee, to consult on the draft SCI alongside consultation on the Interim Housing Statement. This will be an 8 week consultation from 12th August 2013 to 7th October 2013.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

5.1
The SCI will set out standards to be achieved in involving the community in the preparation, alteration and continuing review of the Council’s Development Plan Documents and Development Management decisions.

6.
USE OF RESOURCES

6.1 There are no specific financial and resource implications arising from this report at the present time. 
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To agree the Draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), to enable the Joint Planning Unit to undertake a community consultation on its contents.





7.	RECOMMENDATIONS





It is recommended that Members agree the draft Statement of Community Involvement for public consultation, and that the arrangements for consultation be led by the Joint Planning Unit, alongside the Interim Housing Policy Statement.


 























