B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 29th September 2004

at Barton Seagrave Community Centre

Present:


Chair:
Councillor Cedwein Brown

Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor D W Jones


Councillor Peter Weston

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram


Councillor Ivan Cox

Desborough Town Council:
Councillor Doreen Bindley


Councillor David Soans

Barton Seagrave Parish
Councillor Margaret Michelson

Council:
Councillor Arthur Michelson


Councillor Paul Smith


Councillor Reg Barby

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor Maurice Bayes 


Councillor Mark Dearing


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Ruth Groome (also representing


    Burton Latimer Town Council)


Councillor Michelle Evans (also representing


    Burton Latimer Town Council


Councillor Michael Tebbutt (also representing


    Desborough Town Council) 

Also Present:

Rural Forum Representative:
Councillor Keith A'Ness

Clerk to Rothwell Town Council:
Carolyn Mackay

Northamptonshire Police:
Acting Inspector Jim Campbell

Kettering Borough Council
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)



Anne Ireson (Forum Administrator)

04.A6TF.10
ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED
that Councillor Cedwien Brown be elected Chair of the A6 Towns Forum for the period 29th September to 2004 to May 2005.

04.A6TF.11
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED
that Councillor David Soans (Desborough Town Council) be appointed Deputy Chair of the A6 Towns Forum for the period 29th September 2004 to May 2005.

04.A6TF.12
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Robin Matthews (Market Towns Manager), Councillors T Evans, Whitlam, Lamb, Pote and Humfrey (Kettering Borough Council), Councillors Larmour, G Weston, Ogle and Talbot (Rothwell Town Council) and Councillor Putt (Desborough Town Council.

04.A6TF.13
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 23rd June 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

04.A6TF.14
MINUTES OF THE ROTHWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Rothwell Neighbourhood Meeting held on 21st June 2004 be noted.

04.A6TF.15
MARKET TOWNS INITIATIVE - UPDATE


It was noted that Robin Matthews was unable to attend the meeting due to illness.


It was agreed that Robin Matthews would be asked to contact Burton Latimer Town Council direct with a view to attending a future Town Council meeting.

04.A6TF.16
POLICE REPORT


Acting Inspector Jim Campbell was welcomed to the meeting. and circulated a paper containing statistics on incidences of Anti-Social Behaviour in the Northern Police Area.


It was noted that the introduction of the new policing model was due to take effect from Monday, 4th October 2004.  It was also noted that Dianne Jones would now be taking responsibility for the Slade Ward, and not Nigel Bull as was indicated in the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd June.  Inspector Dick Aistrop was the Sector Commander for the whole of Kettering Borough, assisted by Acting Inspector Jim Campbell, Sgt David Bailey and Sgt Kevin Byrne.


A paper containing statistics on incidences of Anti-Social Behaviour in the Northern Police Area was circulated and discussed.  The statistics indicated that there were major problems with anti-social behaviour in the Loatland, Tresham and Latimer wards.


Debate was held on the following issues:-

· The deployment of Parish Constables

· The use and cost of CCTV in detecting crime

· The use of intelligence between Town Councils and the Police and the possible targeting of households by letter to ask for help in identifying offenders

· Underage drinking and drunkenness

· The deployment of Police Community Support Officers

· Cars racing in the Rothwell area


It was noted that there was a degree of concern regarding the Neighbourhood Watch Ringmaster system, in that the automated telephone call was unable to be repeated and allowed insufficient time to write down details of messages. Acting Inspector Jim Campbell agreed to pass on the comments to Paul Gosling.


Acting Inspector Jim Campbell was thanked for his attendance and it was

AGREED
that the Police be given a regular slot on future agendas.

04.A6TF.17
GROWTH AREA AGENDA


A report was submitted which advised members on developments in connection with the growth area agenda.  The report was updated verbally at the meeting.


It was noted that recent proposals discussed by potential developers and Kettering Borough Council for proposed development to the east of Kettering had not yet been the subject of any applications for planning permission and, at this early stage, no meaningful details were yet available for consultation.


Brief discussion was held on proposals for sustainable development in all three A6 Towns and it was noted that after the Strategic Development Area had been developed, there should be no more large scale development in this area for the life of the Sustainable Communities Plan (20 years).

04.A6TF.18
FUTURE OPTIONS FOR THE OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT OF KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL'S HOUSING STOCK


A report was submitted which updated members of the Forum on housing stock options, namely:-

· Stock Retention

· Stock Transfer

· Arms Length Management

· Private Finance Initiative

It was noted that the Tenants' Forum had been the steering group for the whole process and that any decision made by tenants was binding on the Council.  The stock option appraisal was due to be completed in November 2004. 

04.A6TF.19
CYCLING STRATEGY AND MASTER PLAN


A report was submitted which sought member's views on the draft Cycling Strategy and Master Plan.


Maps showing proposed routes, existing shared paths, existing cycle paths, Morrisons Cycle Route and the proposed SUSTRANS NCN route were displayed at the meeting.


During discussion the following points were made:-

· Rothwell and Desborough Town Councils should be consulted on cycle/pedestrian safety in relation to the proposed link between Rothwell and Desborough

· The link between Polwell Lane and Pytchley Road was welcomed and advice was given regarding a high voltage power cable in the bridge on this route

· Regret was expressed regarding the lack of cycle routes in Wicksteed Park, which, if in existence, would form links between identified routes in the Ise Valley area

· The proposals for an improved multi-modal interchange was welcomed

· Reference to the A6 Rothwell-Desborough bypass should be deleted on Page 14

· Care should be taken where proposed cycle routes were shared with pedestrians to ensure pedestrian safety

· Latimer Community Arts College had recently drawn up proposals for increased fencing around the school and therefore the proposed cycle route may need to be re-routed around the new fencing

· There were no proposals for a cycle route through North Kettering Business Park Leisure Area adjacent to the railway

Some discussion was also held on the legal position regarding cycling on pavements and the need for the Cycling Proficiency Test to be reintroduced in schools in order to raise awareness and safety for cyclists.

There was also debate on the need to link the strategy with the proposed Kettering Town Centre Master Plan, in particular in the area surrounding the railway station.

RESOLVED
that the views of the A6 Towns Forum be submitted to Kettering Borough Council as outlined above.

04.A6TF.20
REVIEW OF THE STRUCTURE AND PURPOSE OF THE KETTERING AREA FORUM


A report was submitted which sought the views of the A6 Towns Forum on the structure and purpose of the Kettering Area Forum.


It was noted that, at a meeting of the Local Strategic Partnership Board on the 14th September 2004, it had been suggested that the County Council might consider delegating area committee functions to the Borough Council's geographic forums.


The views of the Local Strategic Partnership Board were noted, including a recommendation that a member of the Board should sit on each of the geographic forums.  During discussion it was felt that the A6 Towns Forum constitution should be changed if the Area Forum was discontinued in its current form, and that any changes should embrace and encourage wider participation by relevant partners in the A6 Towns. 

RESOLVED

that the following views be forwarded to the Kettering Area Forum:-


(i)
the A6 Towns Forum consider that its current Constitution does not encourage participation by relevant partners; and


(ii)
should the Kettering Area Forum discontinue, the A6 Towns Forum Constitution should be amended to reflect wider participation by relevant partners in the A6 Towns, such as business and voluntary organisations.

04.A6TF.21
PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW - KETTERING BOROUGH


A report was submitted which notified members of the A6 Towns Forum of the decision of the Electoral Commission to direct the Boundary Committee for England to undertake a review of the electoral arrangements for the Borough of Kettering and which notified members of the impact of the review on wards within the A6 Towns.


It was noted that town councils had been notified of the review and requested to submit copies of their comments to the Borough Council. 


An update was given on the work of the Borough Council's Task and Finish Group to date and it was noted that the recommendations may include a reduced number of councillors for A6 Towns wards to reflect the need for the need for wards to reflect natural communities and to maintain an appropriate and consistent ratio of Electors and Councillors throughout the Borough.


Discussion was held on town and parish boundaries and it was noted that, although it was not possible to change these boundaries at the same time as the Periodic Electoral Review, any recommendations could be taken up at the earliest opportunity.  Members also expressed concern regarding the need to take into account projected population increases in relation to the growth area agenda, and it was felt that an anomaly could exist in relation to the Rothwell/Desborough Strategic Development Area projected increase in population.


Representatives of Barton Seagrave Parish Council indicated that they would wish to see Barton Hall and houses in the Barton Road/Poplars Farm Road area included in the Barton ward.

04.A6TF.22
NEWSROUND


Code of Conduct/Standards Training


It was noted that NALC would be holding a training session for all town and parish councillors at the Corn Market hall on 21st February 2005.


Public Library and Information Services - Draft Plan and Position Statement 2004


Members welcomed the recent service improvements in the A6 towns, particularly in relation to increased opening hours.


Licensing Consultation


Town Councils were advised that they should respond to the consultation directly and that the consutlation document had been previously circulated.


Burton Latimer


Work on a bridge across the A14 (which was proposed as part of the cycle network) had been postponed due to a change in funding priorities and no guarantee could be given by the government that this work would be included in next year's programme.  Concern had been expressed by the town council that this had occurred at a time when the Borough should be strengthening its infrastructure in relation to the growth area agenda.  The Deputy Chief Executive agreed to take this issue up with Lord Rooker at the earliest opportunity.


Rothwell


It was reported that problems were being experienced due to the weekend closure of Glendon Road and there being no right turn out of Glendon Road towards Kettering due to roadworks in connection with the North Kettering Business Area.  Travel times for children attending Kingsley School from the Rothwell area had been severely affected, resulting in a 2 hr journey from Rothwell to Kettering.


Desborough


Concern was expressed regarding the need for improvements at the junction of Gold Street/Braybrooke Road and the old A6.  The Town Council had been told that this work would cost in the region of £50,000 out of a total budget of £60,000 for the bypass works.


Barton Seagrave


Problems had been experienced recently in Grays Field where cars and motor cycles had been gaining access.  It was felt that bollards were required to be erected to restrict access by vehicles.

04.A6TF.23
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

· Highways Issues
· Youth Services/BLAST
· Playschemes
· Education Issues
· Police Update (now to be included on every agenda)
· Chambers of Trade
04.A6TF.24
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place on 7.00 pm on 1st December 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.50 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

AI

A6 Towns Forum No. 1
29.9.04


