KETTERING PARTNERSHIP

LSP EXECUTIVE BOARD

Meeting held: 19th April 2013
Present:
Councillor Russell Roberts (Chair)


Councillor Ian Jelley – Kettering Borough Council


Trish Dewar (Groundwork Northants)

Debbie Egan (Voluntary Sector Kettering – CAB)


Chief inspector Chris Hillery (Northants Police)


Helen Miller (NEP)

Also Present:
Valerie Hitchman (Kettering Borough Council)


Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)

Carole Stephenson (Kettering Borough Council)


Alex Jelley (Kettering Borough Council)


Janice Maxey (Committee Administrator)

12.LSP.22
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Caroline Wardle (NNDC), Councillor Bill Parker and Mark Shelswell (Northamptonshire County Council)

12.LSP.23
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

12.LSP.24
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2013 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

12.LSP.25
KETTERING HEALTH & WELLBEING FORUM

Val Hitchman reported that Peter Watson was currently changing jobs within Nene Commissioning.  

Feedback from the Kettering Health and Wellbeing Forum held on 18 April was reported as follows:-

· The partnership had agreed the draft terms of reference which would enable local partnerships to improve health and wellbeing.  The four key themes identified from the Sustainable Community Strategy would link in with the 8 priorities from the Health and Well being Strategy.
· There was good representation on the forum from the Health and Voluntary Sector.

· Shirley Plenderleith had given a good presentation on the role of Environmental Health at Kettering Borough Council.
· The forum had supported the ongoing delivery of Women’s Aid project and an update had been received.
· Results of the Kettering Health Profile had been presented and discussed.  Issues were reducing obesity and the high number of smokers and increasing life expectancy.
Debbie Egan reported that the CAB had seen an increase of 53% on ESA enquiries and the appeals service now had a 12 month backlog of cases.  She gave an example of a typical case where incapacity benefit had ceased and switched to ESA.

Martin Hammond reported that through the CSP he had learned that the Emergency Care Centre had not been active in the Town Centre throughout March.  Initial feedback from the Ambulance Service had indicated that this had been due to resource issues.  The forum noted that it had been the CCG’s initiative originally and Val Hitchman agreed to investigate further and report back.
The Board noted the progress made on the Kettering Health and Well Being Forum, but expressed disquiet about the possibility of a reduced commitment by the CCG to the LSP structures. 
12.LSP.26
REVIEW OF THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY

Carole Stephenson, Community Partnerships Manager, presented the draft Sustainable Community Strategy for 2013/16 which had been attached to the report.  She made the following comments:-

· It followed the same format as the previous years.
· The introduction had been amended by the Leader and Chair of the LSP, Councillor Roberts.

· In each section, key facts were required.  

· Subject to further comments, she would try to get the final report to the next meeting.


The Chair requested that the document should contain   a few challenges with accompanying measures and action plans.  Martin Hammond suggested that the document be circulated for comment with a measure for each strand identified and this was agreed.
12.LSP.27
PUBLIC REALM AND PURPLE FLAG

Alex Jelley, Economic Regeneration Manger, updated the forum on the Public Realm and Purple Flag as follows:-

Purple Flag

· The purpose flag was a specialist programme focusing on the quality and diversity of the night time economy.  

· It would use some funding from the Mary Portas Review.
· 25 towns had already been awarded the Purple Flag (including Birmingham, Halifax, Bedford) with 20 others in the process (including Kettering)
· People had to be persuaded to spend more money in the town from an earlier time rather than to drink at home before going out and then not spending money in the town and this would require businesses to expand their thinking and investment i.e. more establishments could open earlier to provide food to entice people into the town earlier.

· It was hoped that the scheme would run in tandem with the Early Morning Restriction order on Licensing hours.
· The next step was to get people from the Purple Flag to come and do a workshop for all stakeholders and the assessors would then come and do a pre-assessment looking at strengths and weaknesses.
· The LSP and Town Centre Task Force to be actively involved and a report would be brought back to the next meeting with the item to be a standard item on future agendas.
· Email updates to Members would also be sent between meetings regarding progress being made.
                     Members made the following comments:-

· If we can get this right, it would reduce costs in other areas i.e. police costs.
· It could build on current successes already in place i.e.  Street Pastors.
· Approaching the business sector within NEP would also be an opportunity to consider.
Public Realm

· Preferred options following consultation had concentrated on High Street, Meadow Road and Gold Street.

· Predestrianisation - there would be stricter controls on access to those areas.
· Northamptonshire Highways had undertaken the consultation which had resulted in two main winning schemes:-
· Kettering High Street - bollards, provision for outside seating, more trees, disabled parking

· Green proposals (grass water feature, possible Astroturf design to discourage skate boarding.
· The next step was to produce the preferred design option.  This would be ready in two months and then go out for further consultation.  It was hoped to deliver bollards in the gateway as immediate first step.

· Delivery of the scheme would be linked to housing growth.
· Looking at Newlands frontage with bus shelters.

· Improvements to Rothwell Roundabout and junction of Sheep Street/London Road – summer 2014.
12.LSP.28
COMMUNITY SAFETY UPDATE

A report was submitted which advised the Board of activity within the Community Safety Partnership.  Martin Hammond presented the report and highlighted the following main issues:-
· Improving public confidence was one of the main priorities of the CSP’s new three year rolling strategy for 2013-16.

· The CSP was currently considering the case for introducing an EMRO (Early Morning Restriction Order) for Kettering town Centre.  This would, subject to a formal process of consideration and adoption, allow the Council to restrict pub and club opening hours, with a possible closure at, say,   3am.  Kettering was awaiting the results of the consultation that had been undertaken by Northampton Borough Council for the whole of Northampton before proceeding.  It was noted that a possible disadvantage of the order was that people might move away from Kettering’s night scene to neighbouring towns which did not have EMROs in place i.e. Corby. 
· The Police and the Council were setting up a single hub to deal with anti-social behaviour and related problems.  The intention was for the hub to become an information sharing and joint planning resource and may develop in time to become a single point of contact for the public.
· The PCC had provided funding of £200,000 for this coming year for CSPs to bid for commissioning work which would reduce crime or anti-social behaviour which would increase public confidence.  

· In terms of consultation and engagement, the following initiatives’ had been running:-

· ‘Street a week’

· ‘Have Your Say’  events

· Neighbourhood Watch

· The Police and Crime Commissioner had become a member of the SCP and he had attended the January meeting.
                      Chief Inspector Chris Hillery drew the Forum’s attention to the    following key police issues:-
· The previous year had shown a 122% increase in burglaries and    20% increase in violent crimes.  This had been reduced to 60% and 4.9% for burglaries and violent crimes respectively.  This had been due to efforts of the CSP, a change in the role of Inspector and the appointment of five new sergeants who were proving to be very creative and innovative. There was now a downward trend in all crime.
· In March, following an undercover operation which had taken place over 7 months in Kettering, 39 key offenders had been arrested for possession and supplying of Class A drugs.  Also significant cash seized and recovered.  
· Bar Cabana licence revoked and remains closed.

· Operation night safe; Section 27 notices issued to people causing trouble directing them to leave the vicinity.  Added to that, police can also issue fixed penalty fine and course.
· By 1st May 2013, vast majority of PCSOs will have designated parking powers to deal with illegally parked vehicles, in addition to the Traffic Warden.
· Speed watch training was taking place for PCSOs across all wards.  All parishes have been contacted to explain that training is now free and was no longer a £420 cost for them.
12.LSP.29
VOLUNTARY SECTOR UPDATE
Trish Dewar of Groundwork gave the following updates:-
· CRB checks to become 'portable' for volunteers. This would make a big difference to administration costs but not in place yet.
· Solv-it had become close to closure but in the end had not.

· Dragons Den event at NCC had been very successful.

· Sgt Julie Mead had expressed an interest in organisations in the Voluntary Sector to include on her database
12.LSP.31
PARTNER UPDATES


NEP
Helen Miller reported that the Northampton Enterprise Partnership was entering into a new era for LEPs with the recent announcement that each LEP could bid for funding from the European Social Fund and each LEP to come up with investment prospectus by September.
A report would be going to the next NEP Board on 7 May and in June, exploratory consultations would be taking place with SEMLEP and East Midlands Councils in Northamptonshire to start discussions.  


In response to questions raised, Helen confirmed that:-

· The allocation would be more geographically funded and there was a real opportunity to look at building synergy between funding streams.

· Each LEP would get a pot for the locality which would be based on the LEP geographical area

· The allocation would come with a set of targets that         they had to be achieved.
· The list of things it might go on would come under the Rules of European funding which would not change.  They could be either strategic projects or key themes.

· The priorities likely to appear would include skills, employment, growth, Public Realm works, Broadband, probation.

                     Other NEP issues were as follows:-

· Growing Places fund 

· Kettering East

· Apprenticeship plans

· Tresham involvement - NEET employment levels.

The Chair thanked Helen for the update and agreed that the European Social Fund announcement was excellent news though some caution had to be exercised as to whether Northamptonshire would be able to submit two bids for two separate funds in addition to the City Deals.  The Chair added that it was important that there should be an opportunity for all the authorities to be able to contribute, in particular those not on the NEP Board.

12.LSP.32
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS



19th July 2013
(The meeting started at 9.00 am and ended at 11.04 am)

Signed …………………………………

Chair

jcm
Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board No. 3
19.4.13


