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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 26th March 2013

Present:
Councillor Marks (Chair)

Councillors Adams, Moreton, Soans, Talbot and West
12.RD.35
APOLOGIES

None.

12.RD.36
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 30th January 2013 be approved and signed as a correct record
12.RD.37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Soans declared an interest as a member of Desborough Town Council.
12.RD.38
OLYMPIC LEGACY FUND

It was reported that a referral had been submitted to the Executive Committee asking them to explore setting up an Olympic Legacy Fund.  The following response was received,
"The Portfolio Holder for Finance assured the Chair of the Research and Development Committee that consideration had been given to the request in the light of the budget that had been recently set by the Council. She explained that £1m of the Council's budget had already been set aside for Sport and Recreation and no further funding could be made available for an Olympic Legacy Fund. However, as sports provision continued to be held in high regard in the Borough some activities could easily be re-labelled to ensure the legacy aspect of the Olympics was emphasised and highlighted in the future. "

12.MA.39
YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT (A1)


A report was submitted to consider the extent of youth unemployment in the Borough and the services and interventions in place which contribute to resolving the issue.


It was reported that it had been recognised nationally that youth unemployment was too high and the report to committee provided some details of the local picture and the approaches and interventions in place which were contributing to resolving a complex issue.


The Training and Development Manager attended the meeting and gave an outline of work carried out by Kettering Borough Training to promote Apprenticeships and Foundation Learning programmes as a valid alternative to full time education and to develop the skills of young people and encourage them to achieve their full potential to meet local employment opportunities.  Approaches and interventions in partnership with other partners were also outlined.
In discussion it was recognised Kettering Borough Training were working with Hot House at Chesham to rebrand to raise awareness of the provisions available of the provisions available.  It was noted that Members could also help by distributing marketing material to networks and contacts which would be provided to them when it had been completed. 
Members appreciated the enthusiasm of Kettering Borough Council and Kettering Borough Training and their outstanding effort in trying to reach out to people and understand individual needs.

RESOLVED
that members note the approaches and interventions in place in response to youth unemployment
12.RD.40
OUTDOOR PLAY FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN (A2)

A report was submitted to provide an overview of outdoor play facilities in the Borough for young people and to inform the committee of the councils approach to such facilities.

It was noted that Kettering Borough Council maintained 40 free to use outdoor children's play areas within the Borough, and recognised the immense importance of play in the development of children and young people.
External funding successes were discussed and it was noted that Kettering Borough Council would need to be involved as a partner for applications made for funding in order to take advantage of claiming back VAT.

It was noted that discussion were taking place with health colleagues at Northamptonshire County Council regarding the assessment of outdoor gyms in the borough, which would build evidence of different users and be used to attract funding.  Members felt this would be a beneficial discussion to be held at the A6 Towns Forum.
The possibility of a substantial community provision within the East Kettering development was discussed and the importance of the timing of the planning stages.  
RESOLVED
that Committee put forward their comments on the policies and work of Kettering Borough Council in its provision of quality outdoor activities for young people
12.RD.41
CREMATORIUM UPDATE (A3)

An update of the progress of the Crematorium refurbishments and improvements was given to members.  

In September 2010 the Executive agreed a programme of investment to replace and modernise the existing crematory equipment at the Crematorium.  Budget provision totalling £1.551m had been made available within the capital programme to undertake this work.
Following a full OJEU procurement process, the contract for the supply and fitting of the new cremators and associated mercury abatement equipment had been awarded to ATI.  The preliminary works to prepare the existing building for the new equipment would start in April 2013, with the date for the commissioning of the new crematory planned for the end of September 2013.
The remaining budget provision would be used for delivering improved facilities for customers, as well as preliminary works necessary to the project.

The improvement to the chapels and provision of better customer service areas was currently being designed with submission of a planning application imminent.  Once gained a tender process would be undertaken to identify a suitable building contractor to deliver the project.

It was noted that the works would be completed by the end of March 2014.

Members requested a tour of the Crematorium when the works were completed, which would hopefully take place in April 2014.

RESOLVED
that members note the contents of the report
12.RD.42
PARLIAMENTARY BOUNDARY REVIEW
A report was submitted to notify members of the situation in relation to the above review that was commenced in 2011.

At the meeting of the Research and Development Committee held on 19th October 2011, 21st March 2012 and 5th December 2012, members considered various proposals of the Boundary Commission for England in respect of changes to the Kettering Parliamentary Constituency that were planned to be introduced at the next Parliamentary General Election. 


As a result of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 receiving Royal Assent on 31 January 2013, the date of the next boundary review was postponed until 2018. The Boundary Commission for England therefore ceased working on the 2013 Review and will no longer be reporting to the Secretary of State in autumn 2013.
RESOLVED
Members noted the review had been postponed
12.RD.43
WORK PROGRAMME


The work programme was noted and updated.  Items suggested for the next meeting of the Committee were:-

· New Recycling Scheme
· Safer Communities Future Policies and Plans
· Policy for Facilitating Affordable Housing

· Health and Wellbeing Boards

· Warden Activity Update

Members requested that the summer programme for the Market Place be circulated.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair
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