
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 21st May 2013
Present:
Councillor Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Freer, Groome, Mills, Moreton, Smith, Soans and Zanger
13.PP.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dearing Edwards and Manns.



It was noted that Councillors Adams, Soans and Zanger were acting as substitutes.

14.PP.02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Soans declared an interest as a member of Desborough Town Council and a resident of Braybrooke.
14.PP.03
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 13th September 2012 and 20th November 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair
14.PP.04
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
14.PP.05
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS PAPER

A report was submitted to present members with the findings of the Gypsy and Traveller site search and assessment background paper, and to agree the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper and consultation proposals.

It was reported that the Council had a statutory duty to identify suitable sites for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation to meet need set out in the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) which was updated in November 2011.  The update identified the need for 10 pitches and 5 temporary pitches for the period 2012-2017 and a further 10 pitches for the period 2017-2022.
The (Kettering Borough) Site Specific Proposals LDD would allocate Gypsy and Traveller sites to meet Gypsy and Traveller accommodation need. This document would cover the period to 2031. It was therefore appropriate to consider whether the LDD should seek to identify land to meet needs for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation in the entire plan period. The Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (2011) identified need for an average of 1.3 pitches per year. To provide an estimate of the number of pitches required for the remaining plan period this figure had been used to calculate the requirement for the period from 2022 to 2031. Based on this average provision there would be an estimated need for 11.7 pitches in the period 2022 to 2031. 

10 sites had already been identified which meant 27 pitches would be required for the period of 2012-2031, 15 of which would be required in the period 2012-2022.

On 11 July 2012 a methodology for identifying and assessing potential sites for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation was agreed. This methodology has now been applied and the findings were detailed in the ‘Gypsy and Traveller Site Search and Assessment Background Paper’ included in the report.

Following the detailed assessments the sites were categorised in terms of their suitability and availability for development.  The number of sites in each category were as follows: -

· 8 potential sites

· 10 site with constraints

· 20 site not suitable for development

The number of sites shown as potential sites and sites with constraints significantly exceeded the number of pitches required to meet the needs in the borough.  The LDD would therefore not allocate all of these sites.  The purpose of the consultation would be to allow people to comment on the full list of sites identified.  The responses made to the consultation would be reported to the Planning Policy Committee prior to preparation of the Pre-submission plan.
The Gypsy and Traveller accommodation consultation was scheduled to take place in June/July 2013 and it was proposed that the consultation would run for a six week period.

Councillor Marie Jessop addressed the committee and raised concerns regarding the growing number of units in Braybrooke which now amounted to 25% of accommodation in the village.

Peter Bell addressed the committee and raised concerns relating the proximity of sites to Towns.  He also outlined problems relating to the alternative site option situated next to the Rothwell allotments which he felt was not a viable option due to environmental issues, flood risk, wildlife and the hard work carried out by allotment owners.
Karen Stanley addressed the committee and raised concerns regarding the Springfields site in Braybrooke, which included commercial activity, road safety and surface water at the site.  She stated that currently 38% of sites in the in Northamptonshire were located in or adjacent to the village of Braybrooke.

Paul Ansell addressed the committee on behalf of the Civic Society who supported the option of proceeding with the plan for the period of 2012-2031 as this would give confidence to the borough.  He also made reference to the intensification of sites.

Catherine Cadbury addressed the committee and stated the aim of the exercise must be to secure an even distribution of sites within the borough.

Councillor Hakewill addressed the committee and suggested the possibility of sites on Kettering Industrial estates and the County Council land on A509/A14.  He also raised concerns regarding sites in Braybrooke, Broughton, the alternative site considered in Rothwell and the need to respect the countryside.
Discussion was held on the allocation of sites and members felt that it was very important to consider the concentration of sites and the rural setting when making a decision on potential sites.

Members suggested new developments planned could incorporate an allocation of sites.  It was noted that a policy would need to be put in place for this through the Core Spatial Strategy and there would be no guarantee that would come forward if they were attached to urban extensions.

Discussion took place on the consultation period and the way we consult and the following points were raised: -

· Members felt it was important that the consultation was advertised prior to the commencement of the six week period.
· Notification to Parish and Town clerks of the consultation and events should be forwarded as soon as possible for incorporation in the parish newsletters.

· Events should also be held outside of normal working hours as well as in the daytime so all residents have the opportunity to attend.

· The consultation and events should not just be advertised on the Council’s website and in the library.

· All information to be circulated to Borough Councillors as Kettering does not have a parish council.

Officers confirmed that all events would be booked within one week and Borough Councillors and Town and Parish Clerks would be notified of these.
Members felt it was important to remember that this was a consultation document and urged residents to comment on the consultation.

RESOLVED
that; 

i)
Members agree the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper and consultation proposals set out in the report;

ii)
Final editing of the Options Paper be delegated to the Head of Development Services in consultation with the Chair of the Planning Policy Committee;

iii)
A recommendation from the Planning Policy Committee be sent to the Core Spatial Strategy preparation team to include a policy for allocation of sites to be provided in future developments;

iv)
Extra steps be taken to include the suggestions of members for the consultation as set out above.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.12 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)

Planning Policy Committee No. 

21.05.13

