
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 20th November 2012

Present:
Councillor Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Freer, Smith and Zanger
Also Present:
Councillor Derbyshire, Lamb and Roberts
12.PP.28
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dearing, Groome, Manns, Mills, Moreton and Wiley.



It was noted that Councillors Adams and Zanger were acting as substitutes.

12.PP.29
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

12.PP.30
MINUTES

RESOLVED

that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 23rd October 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

12.PP.31
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
12.PP.32
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN – SELF ASSESSMENT OF COMPATIBILITY WITH THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF)

A report was submitted which informed the Committee of the results of the Local Planning Authorities ‘Self-Assessment of Compatibility’ between the adopted policies of the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (KTCAAP adopted 2011) and the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

It was reported that the KTCAAP was adopted on 6th July 2011.  The plan contained 25 policies which formed part of the Development Plan.  The NPPF was published on 27th March 2012 and set out the Government’s new national planning policy for England.


It was noted that for 12 months from the day of publication, decision takers could continue to give full weight to relevant policies adopted since 2004 even if there was a limited degree of conflict with the framework.  Therefore, policies in the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and the KTCAAP were afforded full weight.


In other cases and following the 12 month period, due weight would be given to relevant policies in existing plans according to their degree of consistency with the framework.  Therefore, the AAP could be given less weight after March 2013, if it is considered to be in any way inconstant with the NPPF.


The KTCAAP polices were categorised into three groups, as they were in the document itself; namely Spatial Strategy and Regeneration; Transport; and General.  The committee explored each of the 25 policies and their compatibility with policies from the NPPF as outlined in the agenda and gave comments as follows: -


Spatial Strategy and Regeneration


Members felt that we needed to be more specific with use categories.

Members felt that the policies gave a good opportunity to limit the number of takeaways by providing an opportunity to challenge applications where necessary.

It was recognised that the policies could help to control concentration of the night time economy by using the restriction on floor space and retail frontages; and by the prevention of no more than three consecutive non-retail frontages.


Transport


It was noted that Kettering Borough Council worked alongside Northamptonshire County Council when developing the plan policies and the Transport Strategy for Growth, this helped identify road and junction improvements in the plan area to which development contributions would be sought.
It was felt it would be useful to invite an officer from Northamptonshire County Council to attend a meeting of the Kettering Town Forum to answer any questions members may have regarding this.

Councillor Freer proposed and Councillor Smith seconded the officer’s recommendation and it was 

RESOLVED
that Members endorsed the Self-Assessment of Compatibility with the NPPF and agree that all Kettering Town Centre AAP policies are closely consistent with the NPPF.
12.PP.33
ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE

Simon Richardson gave a short presentation outlining what had been achieved to date by the committee and the plans for the future.  It was noted that the work plan would be emailed to Members.

 (The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.05pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)

Planning Policy Committee No. 

20.11.12


