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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. In addition to allocating land for housing, employment, retail, leisure and community facilities it will contain policies relating to specific areas such as Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell town centres.
2.2 Healthchecks were carried out for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell town centres to establish the baseline position demonstrating the health of each town centre and to assist in the formulation of policies in the Site Specific Proposals LDD. The healthchecks identify opportunities to enhance the role of the town centres and form the baseline position against which policies can be assessed in the future.
2.3 The Healthcheck for Desborough was originally completed in July 2010, while the Healthchecks for Burton Latimer and Rothwell were originally completed in May 2011. The original assessments were completed based on the Established Shopping Areas (ESA) of the town centres as identified on the proposals maps accompanying the adopted Kettering Borough Local Plan (1995).
2.4 The Healthcheck for Desborough was updated in May 2011 and again in October 2012. The healthchecks for Burton Latimer and Rothwell were first updated in October 2012. 
2.5 This report discusses the results of the updates completed in October 2012. The updates focus on changes of use to units in the town centre indicators A1 (diversity of main town centre uses) and A6 (proportion of vacant street level properties) in the original Healthchecks. These indicators have been updated as these are the indicators likely to show any short term changes in the health of the town centre which may have taken place in the time since the original Healthcheck was completed/updated.

2.6 To carry out the updates a use class survey was completed in Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell in October 2012. The findings of this data collection and an assessment of the changes is set out in the Healthcheck Update Reports for each individual town centre. The update reports are attached at Appendix 1. 

Healthcheck Update Report Findings – Burton Latimer
2.7 The update for Burton Latimer shows that there has been no change in the level of convenience and comparison shopping facilities since the original Healthcheck in 2011. As a result the overall percentage of convenience and comparison shopping units in the town centre remains below the national average.
2.8 It is worthwhile noting that Sainsbury’s, the town’s largest convenience facility, is located outside the ESA. If it were to be included the overall percentage of convenience units would be above the national average. 

2.9 The update shows that the number of service units has decreased since 2011. Despite this, service units continue to make up the majority of units in the town centre and the overall percentage of service units is well above the national average. 

2.10 There has been no change in the number of vacant units in the town centre since 2011 and the number of vacant units remains below the national average.
Healthcheck Update Report Findings – Desborough
2.11 The update for Desborough shows that the number of units in the town centre has increased by eleven since the update was carried out in 2011. However, it is important to note that a large number of these units were either occupied or vacant units in 2011 but were not included in that update.
2.12 The update shows that the number of convenience units has decreased by one since 2011. Despite this, the overall percentage of convenience shopping units remains above the national average. The number of comparison units has increased by one but the overall the percentage of units remains below the national average.
2.13 The number of employment units has increased by three. This is due to the opening of a banqueting and conference centre which was previously a vacant unit. The other two units were occupied by employment uses in 2011 but were not included in the 2011 update. The overall provision of employment units remains above the national average. 

2.14 The number of vacant units in Desborough has increased by five. However, two of these units were vacant in 2011 but were not included in the update. The overall percentage of vacant units in Desborough remains above the national average. 
Healthcheck Update Report Findings - Rothwell

2.15 The update for Rothwell shows that there has been no change in the level of convenience shopping facilities in the established shopping area since the original healthcheck in 2011. As a result the overall percentage of convenience shopping units remains below that national average.

2.16 While there has been an increase in the level of comparison shopping facilities since 2011 the overall percentage of comparison units remains below the national average. The update shows that there has been an increase in the number of service units with the overall percentage of service units in Rothwell well above the national average.

2.17 The most significant change in Rothwell since 2011 is the reduction in the number of vacant units. In 2011 the number of vacant units was comparable with the national average. This has now fallen to well below the national average with only two vacant units in the town centre. Furthermore, one of these units, the former Medical Centre, is now being redeveloped.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
This report is for information only, and no consultation is required. 

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The findings of the Healthcheck updates for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell will be used to assist in the formulation of policies in the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document. 

5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
There are no direct costs as a result of this report. 
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide Members with information on the results of the healthcheck updates that have been completed for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell.








6.	RECOMMENDATION





It is recommended that Members note the contents of the report.











