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KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

14th March 2013
Changes to the HomeMove Policy 

1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 In 2009 the HomeMove Scheme was introduced to encourage tenants under occupying large family homes to downsize, thus making better use of our Council stock.  

1.2 In 2011 an Enhanced HomeMove scheme was also introduced to support tenants who require major adaptations within their homes to move to a property that is better suited to their needs. This could either be in the form of an already adapted property or a property that could easily be adapted and is suitable for the tenants housing need. 
1.3 HomeMove provides incentives and support to tenants wishing to downsize or move to a more suitable accommodation.  The service is a tailor made, personal service, to accommodate the individual needs of our tenants. 

1.4 Demand for assistance through HomeMove is reaching record levels: during April to December 2012 there had been 20 households assisted through HomeMove, compared with 17 through the whole of 2011/12. 
1.5 The Social Sector Size Restriction, which will be introduced from April 2013, will mean that tenants of working age who are under occupying their property will have their housing benefit cut by at least 14% for one spare bedroom, and 25% for two or more spare rooms. The Social Sector Size Restriction has meant that more and more tenants are approaching us for assistance to downsize. 

1.6 The HomeMove policy has been amended to enable us to support a greater number of tenants to downsize during the difficult welfare reforms. 

2 HOMEMOVE 

	
	



2.1 The new HomeMove scheme will have three streams which will impact on eligibility for the scheme and the grant payable:

· HomeMove Stream 1: Tenants of pensionable age 

· HomeMove Stream 2: Tenants of working age 

· HomeMove Stream 3: Enhanced HomeMove (tenants requiring adaptations or releasing adapted properties) 

2.2 HomeMove Stream 1 will be available to tenants of pensionable age under occupying family accommodation who are looking to downsize to non-family accommodation.  These tenants will be eligible for a HomeMove grant of £750.

2.3 HomeMove Stream 2 will be available to tenants of working age under occupying family accommodation who are looking to downsize to non-family accommodation.  Tenants underoccupying by 2 bedrooms or more will be eligible for a grant of £500. Tenants underoccupying by 1 bedroom will be eligible for a grant of £250. 

2.4 HomeMove Stream 3 will be available to:

· Tenants releasing a fully adapted property to Keyways adaptations Standard A and transferring to suitable non-adapted accommodation.  These tenants will be eligible for a HomeMove grant of £750.
· Tenants requiring adaptations to their property classed as Keyways adaptations Standard A (full mobility adapted) and have chosen to move a property more suitable for their needs will be eligible for a HomeMove grant of £750.
· Tenants willing to release a property adapted to Keyways adaptations Standard B or C  (not full mobility adapted but has a level access shower and another adaptation) and transferring to suitable non-adapted accommodation will be eligible for a HomeMove grant of £500.
· Tenants requiring adaptations classed as Keyways Standard B or C and have chosen to move to a property more suitable for their needs will be eligible for a HomeMove grant of £500.
3
SUMMARY
3.1
The purpose of this report is to consult the Tenants Forum on the amendments to the HomeMove Policy.  A Draft Homemove Policy is attached to this report.
Charlotte Smith 8 March 2013
The purpose of this report is to consult the Tenants Forum on the changes to the HomeMove Policy.








