BOROUGH OF KETTERING

BUDGET CONSULTATION

Meeting held: 24th January 2013
Present:
Councillor Alison Wiley (Chair)

Councillors Adams, Bayes, Bishop, Brown, Bunday, Derbyshire, Freer, Hakewill (Mayor), Jelly, Lamb,   Malin, Roberts, Smith, Tebbutt and Zanger (Kettering Borough Council)

Cllr B Parker                       NCC

Cllr M Rust
Broughton Parish Council

Cllr A Matthews
Desborough Town Council

Cllr P Malin
Desborough Town Council

Cllr Sally Raeder
Dingley Parish Council
Cllr K Barber
Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley 

Cllr John Padwick
Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley 

Cllr F West
Harrington Parish Council

Cllr A. Lodge
Pytchley Parish Council

Cllr Bruce Squires
Stoke Albany Parish Council

Alan Wordie
Weekley Parish Council

Rev Helen Carr
Churches Together in Kettering

Sonia Bray
Northamptonshire LINK

Charlie Brewster
Kettering School Sports Partnership

Also present were two members of the public (Mary Freer and Roger Mossman)
12.BC.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ruth Groome, KBC, Reg Barby, Barton Seagrave Parish Council, Robin Shrive, Broughton parish Council and Kenneth Jack.
12.BC.02
WELCOME


The Chair welcomed members of local organisations, members of the public and councillors to the meeting and introduced Members and officers.  A particular welcome was extended to Cllr Jim Hakewill, the Mayor of Kettering Borough Council.
12.BC.03
INTERACTIVE BUDGET CONSULTATION


The Chair confirmed that the budget would be a triple zero budget with no increase to council tax, no reduction in frontline services and no reduction in the overall funding envelope for voluntary sector grants.  

She added that once again the preparation of the budget had presented a huge challenge to officers and thanks were expressed to the officers who had whole heartedly embraced that challenge which was truly inspiring.  


Cllr Wiley explained that due to family commitments she would shortly be handing over responsibility for the budget to Councillor Ian Jelley.  Councillor Jelley thanked Alison for all her hard work in handing over a balanced budget and he looked forward to being part of producing the budget in the future.

It was explained that the budget presentation format would contain; the Budget Context, 2012/13 Budget Update, 2013/14 Draft Budget, The medium Term and summary.   The purpose of the presentation was to provide a comprehensive briefing on the Council’s draft budget and the key issues.  There would be interactive questions throughout the presentation. 

The budget presentation (and interactive session) was then facilitated by Council officers (Graham Soulsby, DCE and Mark Dickenson, Acting Head of Finance) whereby all those present were asked a series of questions relating to the budget and indicated their response on individual handsets.

Following the interactive presentation, an opportunity for individual questions was given.  A summary of questions asked and comments made is given below:-
	Item / Issue
	Summary of Response Given



	In the forecast for 2014/15, there is no estimate for an increase to Council Tax but in my parish surely there must be because of Parish Councils now having to raise their own precept.    Why is this not mentioned as this will appear as a benefit to KBC?
(Cllr Bruce Squires, Stoke Albany Parish Council)
	The Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) does not include any Council Tax increases this enables the total resources required to be identified to balance the budget. 
The Council has no control over how much a Town or Parish Council can levy for a precept, this is a decision taken by each Town or Parish Council and this would not form part of the Council’s MTFS. 

The decision to stop revenue grants to Town and Parish Councils could be replaced with a Community Growth Fund which Town and Parish Councils can bid for.
(Cllr Alison Wiley, Chair)

	There will be some Town and Parish Councils who have not had to precept in the past but under the new Parish grant system will have to.    The Government has said that any increase in Council Tax i.e.  a precept above 2% will result in penalties.  If a Parish/Town Council has not previously precepted, is there any advice as to how this will fit in as it could be a difficult situation? 

(Cllr Maurice Bayes, KBC, DTC)
	Yes, the rules have changed and for major preceptors there is a 2% cap for 2013/14. However a number of authorities are able to increase Council Tax by £5 per week. 
Capping does not currently apply to Town and Parish Councils but the Secretary of State previously stated this situation will be reviewed in 2014/15. 

We are aware that some towns and parishes have approached the local MP for clarification on the capping situation for 2014/15. 
If capping was introduced the Council along with the Parish / Town Councils could lobby.
(Graham Soulsby, DCE)

	Within the document there is an entry that you received a grant for Neighbourhood plans, was that in respect of the pilot at Rothwell only or does it include any others?
(Cllr Mary Rust, Broughton)
	We can confirm that the figure was for the neighbourhood plan in Rothwell only.
(Graham Soulsby, DCE)


Following the question and answer session, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and for their contributions which had proved the basis of a very helpful and stimulating debate.  She also expressed her thanks to Graham Soulsby and Mark Dickenson for explaining and clarifying the budget proposals.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.05 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

jcm
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