BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 22nd January 2013

Present:

	Councillor 
James Hakewill ( Mayor)
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Ruth Groome

	
"
Keli Watts (Deputy Mayor)
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"
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"
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"
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"
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"
Russell Roberts

	
"
Paul Corazzo
	
" 
Jan Smith

	
"
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"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
Scott Edwards
	
"
Alison Wiley

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
Derek Zanger

	
"
Michelle George
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


12.C.68
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bain, Dearing, Lynch, Marks, Mills, Soans and Talbot.

12.C.69
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2012 were approved as a correct record subject to the following amendments:

12.C.64
This question was asked by Councillor Lynch and not Councillor Bullock.

12.C.62
Councillor Bullock's supplementary question be amended to read:-


"I was not re-elected Chair of the Rural Forum. I was elected the Chair. I didn't ask – the Rural Forum did. What manifesto is there for Parish Council grants to be removed."

12.C.49
It be noted that Councillor Brown was the Portfolio Holder for Communications and ICT.

12.C.66
the wording of the reply be amended to read:- 

"… the area was the fastest growing area in the fastest growing county."
12.C.70
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following members declared personal interests in Item 10 on the agenda as members of Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust:-

The Mayor

Councillor Paul Corazzo

Councillor Maggie Don

Councillor Maurice Bayes

Councillor David Bishop

Councillor Philip Hollobone

Councillor Terry Freer

Councillor Scott Edwards

Councillor Alison Wiley

Councillor Jonathan West declared a personal interest in Item 10 as a member and employee of Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Councillor Michael Brown declared a personal interest in Item 10 as a member of Kettering General Hospital NHS Foundation Trust with family members who were employees.

12.C.71
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements


Holocaust Memorial Commemoration –  Sunday 20th January 2013

The Mayor thanked members and officers who had attended the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration in the Council Chamber, which had taken place despite the bad weather.  He also thanked those who had contributed to the moving service.


Farmers' Breakfast – 25th January 2013


Members were invited to join the Mayor at a Farmers' Breakfast to be held at 8.00 am at Newton Field Centre.  The event had been organised by the National Farmers' Union in support of the Mayor's Charity.

12.C.72
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Leader of the Council informed Council that he had attended the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration on 20th January.

He referred members to the motion on the agenda at item 10, which had been drafted following the debate on a motion which had been presented to the previous meeting of the Council.  He commended the cross-party consensus that had been achieved in presenting the motion, and also referred to the recent launch of a campaign by three Northamptonshire MPs, Philip Hollobone, Peter Bone and Andy Sawford, to save acute health service at Kettering General Hospital which were under threat as a result of the Healthier Together Programme.

The Leader then thanked staff in the Facilities team for keeping the area around the Municipal Offices in a safe condition during the recent bad weather conditions.

12.C.73
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


None.

12.C.74
STANDARDS – APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT PERSON

Mr Mike Sawford was welcomed to the meeting.

A report was submitted which sought the formal appointment of Mr Mike Sawford to the role of Independent Person.

It was noted that there was still further work to be done in this respect, as a reserve Independent Members was still being sought.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Mr Mike Sawford be appointed as Independent Person for Kettering Borough Council for an initial term of 12 months with immediate effect; and


(ii)
authority be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chair of the Standards Advisory Committee, to extend the appointment for up to a further three years.

12.C.75
LOCALISATION OF COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT


A report was submitted which:-

· reminded members of the background to the national abolition of Council Tax Benefit (CTB) and proposed introduction of Localised Council Tax Support (LCTS) from April 2013;

· reminded members of the consultation programme outlining the key strategic choices available to the Council;

· outlined the findings from the consultation process; and

· requested the Council to make a final decision in relation to a Council Tax Support Scheme to be effective from 1st April 2013


The Portfolio Holder for Finance thanked officers for their informative Members' Information Evenings, which had presented complicated technical information to members in a manner which could be easily understood.


Debate ensued on the proposed scheme, with members commenting that it provided the best solution for the most vulnerable people in society.  However, during discussion on the proposals it was felt there was one area of concern in respect of recommendation (i)(d), which was to change the Council Tax discount for New Empty and Unfurnished Properties (Class C) to pay normal tax after three days.


Members felt that, as previously discussed by Council and the Executive Committee during debate on the Homelessness and Empty Property Strategies, there was an increasing need for the private sector to provide properties for rent.  It was felt that the proposed change could have an impact on individual landlords and small companies as properties may need to be put back into a good state of repair or refurbished before re-letting.


Accordingly, an amendment was proposed by Councillor David Bishop and seconded by Councillor Jonathan West as follows:-


"Recommendation (i)(d) be amended to read:


New Empty and Unfurnished Properties (Class C) to pay normal tax after 28 days."


The Portfolio Holder for Finance thanked Councillors Bishop and West for the amendment, and reiterated that the Executive Committee had considered all options in respect of discount for new empty and unfurnished properties and had sympathised with the issues faced by individual landlords and small businesses. Having noted the £880k shortfall, members were advised of the projected costs of introducing a 28-day discount.  Discussion ensued on the potential issues associated with long-term empty properties, which included the possibility of empty homes attracting vandalism and antisocial behaviour.  However, it was noted that Kettering was the only local authority in North Northamptonshire to recommend a 3-day discount, and to amend this to 28 days could have an impact on protecting the most vulnerable residents of the Borough.


Councillor Jonathan Bullock then proposed as a second Amendment, which was seconded by Councillor Ruth Groome, that:-


"Recommendation (i)(d) be amended to read:


New Empty and Unfurnished Properties (Class C) to pay normal tax after 14 days."


Debate ensued on the amendment, with it being noted that the operation of the discount and exemptions scheme would be reviewed each year in the light of the financing requirements of the Council Tax Support Scheme.

Voting on the second Amendment (14 days' discount): 

For 9; Against 17

The amendment therefore fell

(Voting on the first Amendment (28 days' discount): 

For 7; Against 17; Not Voting 2

The amendment therefore fell

Voting on the Motion (3 days' discount):

For 19; Against 6; Not Voting 1


RESOLVED that:-

(i)
with effect from 1st April 2013, the following changes be made to Council Tax Discounts and Exemptions;

a. Second Homes – to pay normal tax from day 1 (no discount)

b. Repossessed Properties (Class L) - to pay normal tax from day 1 (no discount)

c. Uninhabitable Properties (Class A) - to pay normal tax from day 1 (no discount)

d. New Empty and Unfurnished Properties (Class C) - to pay normal tax after 3 days (no discount)

e. Long Term Empty Homes – in addition to the current charge, to pay a 50% premium after 2 years.

(ii)
the following specific scheme changes be made to the existing Council Tax Benefit scheme, with effect from 1st April 2013 (if the Council does not receive government transitional grant funding), or with effect from 1st April 2014 (if the Council does receive government transitional grant funding);

a. Abolish the 2nd adult rebate

b. A 15% reduction in percentage liability used to calculate entitlement

(iii)
the Council apply for Government transitional funding for 2013/14
(iv)
authority be granted to the Chief Financial Officer to amend the Council Tax support scheme for 2013/14, to ensure that it is in line with the government’s stated criteria.

12.C.76
ACUTE HEALTH CARE SERVICES AT KETTERING GENERAL HOSPITAL


It was proposed by Councillor Ian Jelley and seconded by Councillor Maggie Don that:-


"Kettering Borough Council pledges itself to work together with the public, local organisations and local members of Parliament to save the acute health care services at Kettering General Hospital."


In presenting the motion, which had been drafted in consultation with all political parties in the interests of residents of Kettering Borough, local MPs Philip Hollobone, Peter Bone and Andy Sawford were thanked for the launch of their cross-party campaign to save services at Kettering General Hospital.  All members indicated their support for the motion and pledged to work with businesses and residents in their individual wards to ensure there was effective engagement in the forthcoming consultation process.


Councillor Philip Hollobone addressed Council, thanking Councillors Jelley and Don for proposing and seconding the motion and commending the Leader and all councillors for their work in presenting the motion to Council.  He also thanked the Evening Telegraph for publicity associated with the campaign.


Councillor Hollobone summarised the challenges and pressures faced by Kettering General Hospital, particularly in respect of finance, staffing, accident and emergency services and care for the elderly.  Members noted that the government target was for 95% of accident and emergency patients to be seen within four hours.  Kettering General Hospital achieved 80% which was well below target, but this was because 12% more people year on year were being treated. This figure was expected to increase as more homes were built as a result of the growth area plans.


The Mayor agreed to write to the Chair of the Healthier Together Review Team, enclosing a copy of the motion, and also to ask for the support of Corby Borough Council, the Borough Council of Wellingborough and East Northants Council in working together to save services at Kettering General Hospital.


It was unanimously 

RESOLVED 
that:-


(i)
Kettering Borough Council pledges itself to work together with the public, local organisations and local members of Parliament to save the acute health care services at Kettering General Hospital; and


(ii)
the Mayor write to the Chair of the Healthier Together Review Team, enclosing a copy of the resolution, and also to Corby Borough Council, the Borough Council of Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire Council asking for them to consider passing a similar motion and to work with Kettering Borough Council to save services at Kettering General Hospital.

12.C.77
COST OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for Corporate the following question:-


"How much does it cost per year on average to keep a Mayor and Deputy Mayor including all associated costs and staff."


The Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"In 2011/12 all the costs associated with the offices of Mayor and Deputy Mayor, including staffing and overheads, were £58,000."

12.C.78
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for Corporate the following question:-


"How much have KBC spent on the Local Government Association in the last financial year and in this financial year to date including subscriptions and travel costs."


The Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"In 2011/12 the cost was £12,104.  In 2012/13 the cost to date is £11,309."


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the following supplementary question:-


"Does she agree with Eric Pickles, the Secretary of State, who said that the Local Government Association was the voice of the officer class with the odd politician thrown in handcuffed to the radiator?"


The Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"No, I do not agree. No one chains or handcuffs me to anything."

12.C.79
RECYCLING


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for the Environment the following question:-


"Is the Executive confident that materials collected for recycling actually are recycled? What percentage is sent abroad and where to?"


The Portfolio Holder for the Environment submitted a written response as follows:-


"Yes. Waste Data flow/NCC request as part of their requirements end destination lists for all recyclates collected by local authorities. The last report showed that all recycling with the exception of cardboard was delivered to recycling plants within the UK. Cardboard mainly goes to China/Far East.  Percentages are not recorded."


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the following supplementary question:-


"What is the cost of sending cardboard to the Far East?"


In the absence of the Portfolio Holder, the Chief Executive replied as follows:-


"These are not our costs. We sell cardboard as a product.  It is not Kettering Borough Council's responsibility for such costs."

12.C.80
CAR PARKS


Councillor Ruth Groome asked the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration the following question:-


"In view of the amount of money the Council charges for car parking and our wish, as a Council for the town centre to thrive, may I be assured that our car park ticket machines will be kept in good working order at all times and will accept the necessary coins, that the lights will be properly maintained, and that in bad weather every effort will be made to make safe dangerous patches of snow and ice in our car parks."


The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration replied as follows:-


" Yes.
Parking meters also provide credit and debit card payment facilities. The car parks are regularly inspected to ensure they remain safe, and meet the requirements of our ParkMark Safer Parking Scheme accreditation, including all elements of maintenance. During bad weather efforts are made to ensure that the main traffic circulation, and pedestrian areas are kept as safe as reasonably practicable, with gritting and snow removal implemented where necessary.

12.C.81
GRITTING OF PUBLIC AREAS


Councillor Ruth Groome asked the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration the following question:-


"Kettering High Street was very slippery and dangerous on Saturday, one of the peak shopping days of the week, and the shop keepers experienced poor trade.  In contrast, Waitrose at Crown Point brought in contractors to clear their car park and make it completely safe.  Will the portfolio holder explain the Council's policy in relation to snow clearing and gritting in the town centre?"


The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration replied as follows:-


"The responsibility for footways or any public highway lies with Northamptonshire County Council.  When normal day-to-day functions cannot be continued (eg litter-picking and grounds maintenance) Kettering Borough Council's Environmental Care section can and do divert staff to gritting and footpath clearance on our own priority sites, eg Council offices, housing residential sites etc. We then offer assistance to Northamptonshire County Council on gritting key footways that are previously agreed with the County Council."

12.C.82
RESIDENTS' PARKING AND CAR PARKS


Councillor Maggie Don ask the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration the following question:-


"Will the portfolio holder for the Environment join me in congratulating Shirley Plenderleith and her team on successfully delivering the new enhanced residential parking scheme, now being properly managed by the environmental wardens?


Would the portfolio holder now report on Kettering Borough Council's car park usage, with income and costs, figures from 2010/11 and 2011/12 and the current financial year to date?"

The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration replied as follows:-


"The Portfolio Holder acknowledges the success of the new residents' parking scheme which is being well received by residents and commends the work of the team on its implementation and management.


It has been agreed that information will be collated and reported back to the Portfolio Holder and Cllr Don by 5th February."

12.C.83
RECYCLING OF CHRISTMAS TREES AND CARDS


Councillor Lloyd Bunday asked the Portfolio Holder for the Environment the following question:-


"In the absence of a White Christmas, what has the Council been doing to ensure our residents have a Green Christmas?"

The Portfolio Holder for the Environment gave a written response as follows:-


"We continued with the successful Christmas tree collection service (introduced 2011). We can confirm that we have increased the number collected from the introduction year.  Last year just over 1500 currently 1684 and counting.  This is a free collection service to residents as collected with the grey wheeled bin.


Although we did not run a specific separate Christmas card collection service, red recycling boxes accommodate all greetings cards and collected via this method at residents' kerbside collection point, with the benefit of not having to drive or walk to recycle these.  Between the 7th and 18th January (first two weeks) which would have included the Christmas collections, we collected 111 tonnes of paper which saw an increase of around 14 tonnes compared to average collections."
 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.00 pm)

Signed …………………………………….

The Mayor

AI

(Council No. 12)

22.1.13


