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Part 3: Sustainable Design
3.1 A Holistic Approach to 
Sustainable Design 

This section of the design code 
establishes the design principles that 
should be widely applied across the 
development to ensure that improved 
environmental standards can be 
delivered alongside best practice in 
sustainable urban design and sustainable 
architecture.

It should be considered alongside the 
following three key documents:
• the Building Regulations (as current 

at the time of application), which 
direct the requirements for individual 
buildings;

• the Code for Sustainable Homes, 
which addresses the development 
at a broader scale to encompass 
aspects beyond the Buildings 
Regulations; and

• the approved Low-Zero Carbon 
Strategy (LZCS) for East Kettering, 
which establishes the mechanisms 
for achieving a 30% reduction 
in carbon emissions within the 
development. 

Managed woodland 
to protect and 
enhance wildlife 
habitat and 
encourage native 
species

Playing fields 
amenity open space 
and accessible 
natural green 
spaces

Well managed 
connected strategic 
open space

Community 
orchards and 
allotments to 
promote local 
food production

Childrens play 
areas and 
urban parks 
to encourage 
outdoor activity

Network of 
leisure routes 
and public 
rights of way 
to enrich the 
residential 

SUDS and 
strategic water 
attenuation 
to achieve 
sustainable water 
management

Surface water 
run-off as part 
of a SUDS 
system

Quality 
Streets to 
encourage 
walking and 
cycling

Provide managed access to 
new and existing woodland 
to enhance recreation 
opportunities

Structural linear open 
space to establish green 
connections throughout the 
site

Excellent access for 
pedestrians and cyclists 
to enhance sustainable 
travel options
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3.2 Design Principles 

The principles embodied within the 
accompanying section illustrate the 
different scenarios where opportunities to 
enhance the environmental credentials of 
the development will arise. 

This includes:
• Initiatives to be pursued at the 

construction stage
• measures embodied within the 

buildings

• the integration of energy generation 
within individual buildings

• features within the building curtilage
• opportunities for wildlife habitat 

creation
• water permeation, sustainable 

drainage and rainwater harvesting
• composting and local food 

production
• the creation of common utility 

corridors
• opportunities to move around without 

using the car
• access to open space and the 

enjoyment of the outdoors

Street trees to 
enrich habitat, 
provide shade 
and ‘green’ 
the urban 
environment

Mecahnical  
ventilation 
and heat 
recovery 
to reduce 
energy 
demand

Solar thermal 
/PV Panels 
inside the 
roof to supply 
sustainable 
energy

Modern 
methods of 
construction 
(MMC) 
employed to 
reduce waste 
and streamline 
construction

Private gardens  
to allow scope for 
food production, 
composting water 
permeation and 
recreation

Oversize garages 
to provide storage 
for bicycles, 
tools and garden 
furniture

A common 
utility corridor 
to ensure 
limited impact 
on the public 
realm

Refuse and 
recycling 
storage 
designed into 
the scheme to 
achieve visual 
amenity

High levels 
of insulation 
to avoid 
heat loss 
and improve 
energy 
efficiency

Wood 
burning 
stove 
to allow 
heat from 
renewable 
energy 

Green and 
brown roofs as 
an acceptable 
alternative to 
the materials 
strategy to 
improve 
insulation

Solar shading 
to reduce the 
need for air 
conditioning and 
improve comfort 
levels

Rainwater 
harvesting to 
reduce water 
consumption

Permeable 
surfacing 
to allow 
soakaway

These principles are intended to provide 
guidance on how the requirements of the 
three key documents listed above can be 
achieved. 

Principles relating to the strategic 
elements of the scheme (e.g. strategic 
open space) will be delivered by the 
landowners. Other applicants for 
Reserved Matters approval are required 
to explain how they intend to deliver 
sustainable design within East Kettering, 
drawing on the range of principles set out 
below.

Home 
working to 
reduce travel 
demand 
where 
possible

Smart metering 
to increase 
awareness 
of energy 
consumption
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