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2. INFORMATION
2.1 At its meeting of 4th July 2012, the Council received a report setting out the changes made to the Standards Regime under the Localism Act 2011. New arrangements were adopted which included the statutory requirement to appoint an Independent Person. 

2.2 The Localism Act provides that the Independent Person is to be consulted by the Council before a decision is made on an allegation that it has decided to investigate. Their views may also be sought on other matters and by Members who are the subject of an allegation. 
2.3 Council agreed that:-
“The Independent Person(s) be appointed by Council at a future date on the recommendation of a panel comprising of two members of the Standards Advisory Committee and the Statutory Officers.”
2.4. The Role of Independent Member and a reserve were advertised on the Council’s website and in the press. The application pack and role description is attached at Appendix 1.
2.5. The level of interest was disappointing and, although some interest was expressed, only one application was received. The application was of good quality and the applicant, Mr Mike Sawford, was interviewed on 22nd November 2012 by the Statutory Officers and two Independent Members of the Standards Advisory Committee.
2.6. Mr Sawford has confirmed that he is willing to act as the Independent Person. The Localism Act requires the appointment to be made by Full Council and the recommendation is therefore to appoint Mr Sawford.

2.7. The Legislation permits the appointment of the Independent Person for any period. The new Standards Regime is still in the bedding-in process and it is, therefore, recommended that the appointment be initially for a period of 12 months with authority delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chair of the Standards Advisory Committee, to extend the appointment for up to a further three years. This will allow an opportunity to assess the effectiveness of the arrangements. 

2.8. A further recruitment exercise will be considered to seek to appoint  a reserve member.
3. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
The Independent Person will receive the equivalent payment to the Independent Members of the Standards Advisory Committee.
4. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
The Council is required to appoint an Independent Person to comply with the Localism Act 2011
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To recommend to Council the appointment of Mr Mike Sawford to the role of Independent Person.








5.	RECOMMENDATION





(i)	to appoint Mr Mike Sawford as Independent Person for Kettering Borough Council for an initial term of 12 months with immediate effect; and





(ii)	to delegate authority to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chair of the Standards Advisory Committee, to extend the appointment for up to a further three years.









