B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 25th January 2006

Present:
Councillor Robert Civil (Chair)


Councillors Gordon, C Groome, Humfrey, Lamb, Padwick, Richardson, Smith-Haynes and Titcombe

05.PP.26
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Whitlam and Coe  for whom Councillors Humfrey and Gordon were acting as substitutes.

05.PP.27
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Lamb declared a personal interest as a land owner in the Borough.

05.PP.28
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24th November 2005 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

05.PP.29
SUBMISSION STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (ITEM 7)

A report was submitted to inform Members of the Submission Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and to agree a response to the consultation.


It was noted that the SCI outlined how local authorities within North Northamptonshire would consult with local communities and other interested parties in the preparation of development plans and the consideration of planning applications. 


It was noted that initial consultation was undertaken in February/March 2005 on the draft SCI and comments received were used to amend the document where appropriate. Details of the amendments included following the Planning Policy Committee were indicated. 


It was reported that the Joint Planning Unit now sought views on the amended SCI, which had been submitted to the Secretary of State and was now known as the Submission SCI. It was noted that only consultation on the soundness of the SCI could now be considered. Details of the Tests of Soundness were provided to the Committee and it was noted that the SCI did meet these tests in most parts.     


Information on consultation, access to representations, links to other community plans and strategies, visions and monitoring were also provided to the Committee. 


Councillors considered the report and comments included that:

Parish and Town Councils should be consulted in a timely manner as many did not meet on a frequent basis and

mechanisms/documents for consulting Town and Parish Councils should be made clear  

It was noted that the SCI established the principles of community involvement and detail would follow in the future.

It was 

RESOLVED

(i) that an additional paragraph be 



included within the document 




outlining how and at what stages 




customer satisfaction monitoring 




would be undertaken 





(ii) the Statement of Community  




Involvement be noted and a 




response be submitted.

05.PP.30
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT 2004-2005 (ITEM 10)


A report was submitted to inform members of the 2004 – 2005 Annual Monitoring Report for Kettering Borough. It was noted that under the new planning system all local authorities must undertake an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). Copies of Best Value Performance Indicators were provided to the Committee.


Details of the key tasks the AMR should achieve were provided. It was noted that the information contained within 


the AMR related mainly to the existing adopted Local Plan for the borough which dated from 1988 to 2006.  It was noted that future AMR’s would relate to the new Local Development Frameworks and the policies and targets outlined within the individual documents.  


Information provided by this years AMR included deliverability of policies, timetable and milestones for production of Local Development Documents and risks identified. Information on housing land delivery and allocation, affordable housing, employment land, rural areas other successes were provided to the meeting. 


Members sought clarification on the numbers of affordable homes in previous years, greenfield and brownfield development, what constituted brownfield sites, ODPM targets for development, increase in numbers of dwellings at Mawsley and The Grange, Desborough, employment land and the need for a range of employment opportunities in the Borough.


The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Development Services Unit on their performance. 


It was 


RESOLVED

(i) explanation of performance 




against targets be included (BVPI 



106 Homes Built on Previous 




Developed Land) in future AMR’s

   




(ii) the report be noted and made 




available through the Council’s 




website.

05.PP.31
PREFERRED OPTIONS FOR NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE (ITEM 6)


A report was submitted to inform Members of the publication of the Preferred Options for North Northamptonshire and to agree a response. It was noted that comments had to be submitted by 27th January 2006.


It was noted that the Borough Council had commented on the Issues and Options paper published in 2005 and the comments were attached as Appendix 1 to the report. Detailed observations and suggested representations were provided in Appendix 2 to the report under the following headings:


Vision  


Objectives


Roles and Relationships


Transport and Accessibility


Distribution of Development


Environment and Greenspaces


Infrastructure regeneration and growth


General Observations


Members discussed the suggested Borough Council response and it was 


RESOLVED 


(i) that the officer observations 




be submitted with the 





inclusion of reference to the  




following points:







a) Specialist retail/niche 





market for the A6 market 

towns

b) Identity of smaller 
settlements must be 
maintained (avoid cramming 
and infill)

c) Ise Valley/Slade Brook and 
tributaries be included in 
Environment and Greenspace

d) Need for sewage 
infrastructure be included in 
general observations

e) Strategic gaps between 
settlements should be clearly 
identified (eg Kettering and 
Corby, Kettering and Isham, 
Rothwell and Desborough)

(ii) the response be submitted. 


Thanks were extended to Kathy Rivett for her work in respect of the preferred options report.

(Councillor Richardson left he meeting at 8.30pm)

05.PP.32
PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 3 HOUSING - CONSULTATION (ITEM 8)


A report was submitted to seek approval for the response to the Consultation Paper on a new Planning Policy Statement 3 (PPS3) Housing.


It was noted that various research and consultations had informed production of this Consultation. It was also noted that PPS3 set out the national planning policy framework for delivering the Government’s housing objectives. Details of the key issues including land supply, brownfield land strategy and density policies were provided to the Committee.


Members discussed the report including the following points:

· Indicative density ranges clarification

· Tariff approach to brownfield versus Greenfield sites

· Affordable housing availability – shared ownership and rental

· Development in rural areas

· Residents access to open countryside

It was 

RESOLVED


that the observations contained in 



the conclusions of the report be 




forwarded to the Office of the Deputy 



Prime Minister, with the inclusion of 



concern regarding the definition of 



rural area which was too restrictive.

05.PP.33
PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MINERALS LOCAL PLAN (ITEM 9)


A report was submitted seeking approval for the response to the Proposed Modifications to Northamptonshire Minerals Local Plan.


It was noted that outstanding objections to the plan were subject to a Local Plan Inquiry that was held in March/April 2005 in front of an independent inspector. Following this the inspector prepared a report with recommendations – an excerpt of which was include sat Appendix A to the report.


It was also noted that the Borough Council could only make representations supporting or objecting to changes fro the Second Deposit Draft and could not raise new issues that comprised a change. Key issues relating to the allocation of site A16 Ashley were provided to the meeting. Attention was brought to the identification of an area of search, east of Barton Seagrave, for aggregate and a plan of the area and copy of the Inspectors recommendation was circulated to the meeting.  


It was


RESOLVED

that the Borough Council 





acknowledge that its representations 



have been incorporated into the 




Northamptonshire Minerals Local 




Plan and support the Proposed 




Modifications. 

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 10.01 pm)

Signed ................................................

Chair

Planning Policy No. 1
25.1.06


