
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 7th November 2012

Present:
Councillor Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Bellamy, Freer, Jelley, Lamb, Malin, Wiley and Zanger

Also Present:
The Deputy Mayor


Councillors Adams, Bayes, Bunday, Bullock, Don, Lynch, Mills, Moreton and Smith

12.EX.51
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Dearing.

12.EX.52
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr Christopher Lamb, Cllr Russell Roberts, Cllr Ian Jelley and Cllr Derek Zanger declared a pecuniary Interest in Item 13 as a member of a Town or Parish Council


Councillor Mary Malin declared a personal interest as the spouse of a Town Councillor.
12.EX.53
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 17th October 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

12.EX.54
WORK PROGRAMME


The draft Work Programme published on 12th November 2012 was noted, having been e-mailed to members prior to the meeting.

12.EX.55
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET – NATIONAL RESOURCE REVIEW AND POOLING
A report was submitted which reminded members of the context and history of the current Local Government Resource Review and provided an update on the issue of Business Rates Pooling. The report also sought a decision on whether or not Kettering should be part of the formal submission to Communities and Local Government (CLG) in relation to the establishment of a Business Rates Pool for Northamptonshire.

It was noted that other local authorities in Northamptonshire were happy for Kettering to take the lead on this issue.


RESOLVED
that:

(i)
the progress that had been made be noted in relation to embedding the three guiding principles into the proposed governance arrangements for the Northamptonshire Business Rates Pool; and

(ii)
Kettering Borough Council sign up to the proposed Northamptonshire Business Rates Pool formal submission that will be submitted to CLG by the 9th November – and give delegated authority to the Council's S151 officer to make a final decision in relation to whether the Council should be part of the pool once the provisional finance settlement figures have been released and analysed.
 (Councillors Lamb, Zanger, Roberts and Jelley left the meeting room prior to the discussion of the following item, having previously declared a pecuniary interest as members of a town or parish council.)

(Councillor Mary Malin declared a personal interest as a spouse of a town councillor.)

(Councillor Malin took the Chair)

12.EX.56
TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING: CONSULTATION RESPONSES


A report was submitted which included reproducing the actual individual responses of each Town or Parish Council from the recent consultation process so that the Executive could decide on the funding arrangements for Town and Parish Councils.


Councillor Rose Sawford (Desborough Town Council), Mr Peter Quincey (Clerk to Cranford Parish Council), Councillor Maurice Bayes (Barton Seagrave Parish Council), Councillor Jonathan Bullock (Chair of the Rural Forum), Councillor John Padwick (Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley Parish Council), Councillor Alan Matthews (Desborough Town Council), Councillor Cliff Moreton, Councillor Margaret Draper (Rothwell Town Council) and Councillor Lloyd Bunday attended the meeting and spoke under the Council's Right to Speak Policy.


The majority of speakers addressed the Committee in favour of retaining the current grants system, citing unfairness, potential double taxation, high administrative costs for small parishes and a high level of support for the grants system amongst town and parish councils as reasons for maintaining the current arrangements.


However, support was also expressed for ending the grant arrangements so that Town and Parish Councils would be responsible for their own expenditure and income and could therefore be held democratically accountable for their actions and fulfil their primary purpose. It would also give more encouragement to town and parish councils to identify, prioritise and fund local projects for the benefit of residents.


It was noted that a special meeting of the Rural Forum to discuss Town and Parish Council funding had been held on 5th November 2012. The meeting had been well-attended.  The outcome and recommendations from the special meeting of the Rural Forum were noted.


Debate was held on the two options presented in the report, namely  to cease the current system with effect from 2014/15 or to maintain the current arrangements, linking the level of grant to any changes in the core grant settlement that Kettering Borough Council received from the government.


It was noted that the Rural Forum had asked for the review to be carried out and that the Executive had agreed to this request. The consultation period had commenced on 17th August and concluded on 12th October.


Members welcomed the consultation responses, referring also to comments made on this subject through previous consultation exercises over the last ten years and also to the previous review which had been carried out in 2007.


Even if a system of grant funding was to continue, it was felt that the downward trend in the amount of core grant funding received by the Council from the government would result in an erosion in the amount of grant awarded to town and parish councils to such a level that even  basic administrative costs would not be covered.  


As Kettering was one of the only Boroughs/Districts in the country maintaining a grants system, it was felt it was now time for a change to be made in line with other local authorities.


It was noted that the Rural Forum had suggested that a working party be set up to recommend a way forward on this issue. However, the Committee was of the opinion that this would serve no useful purpose, as the consultation exercise had been thorough and all town and parish councils had been given- and had taken -  the opportunity to put forward their views. The Executive were of the view that the comments submitted by Town and Parish Councils did not raise any new points or issues that had not been made previously and the committee did not agree with the comments that were made in a number of responses in relation to double taxation and special expenses.
RESOLVED
that:


(i) 
the comments that had been submitted as part of the consultation process be noted;


(ii)
Town and Parish Councils be given notice that the current system of providing revenue grants to individual Town and Parish Councils would cease, with 2013/14 being the last year that any payments would be made.
(The meeting was adjourned at 7.50 pm and 

reconvened at 8.05 pm)

(Councillor Roberts took the Chair)

12.EX.57
REVIEW OF HOUSING ALLOCATIONS SCHEME


A report was submitted which sought adoption of the revised Housing Allocation Scheme, which underpinned the allocation of affordable and social housing for rent in the Borough of Kettering.


It was noted that the Council had a statutory duty to revise its housing allocations scheme to ensure full compliance with the latest legislation governing social housing allocations.


Councillor Don addressed the meeting and indicated broad support for the scheme. She asked the Executive to ensure a high standard of private lets through the new scheme and also requested that cases of unacceptable behaviour and utility bill disputes be considered on a case-by-case basis.


The Portfolio Holder for Housing and the Leader of the Council echoed Councillor Don's comments and it was noted that the Council was working with landlords to maintain high standards in respect of private lets.  Action would also be taken if a landlord did not meet the minimum standards. In respect of housing related debt, it was noted that utility bills were not included in this assessment. The Allocations Scheme recognised that individual cases of housing need were complex and a good understanding of households was needed during the assessment process.


The Committee noted that a review of the Allocations Scheme would be carried out in 12 months' time, and the review would include looking at the definition of volunteering.


The Leader commended the work of the Tenants' Forum and the reading group of the Forum, which had vetted the document for readability and plain English prior to consideration by the Committee.

RESOLVED
that the Housing Allocation Scheme be approved as follows:-

(i)
the existing Housing Allocation Policy continue on an interim basis, with elements of the revised Scheme taking effect from 9 November 2012 as follows:

i. Applicants who are adequately housed will no longer qualify for the housing register, unless they are seeking and are eligible for sheltered housing (as set out in Section 5.2 of the revised Scheme);

ii. Applicants who do not have a local connection with Kettering Borough will not longer qualify for the housing register (as set out in Section 5.3 of the revised Scheme); and  

iii. A final offer of suitable accommodation to households accepted by the Council as statutorily homeless may be made from the private rented sector under new powers granted by the Localism Act 2011 (as set out in Section 6.2 of the revised Scheme), and

(ii) 
authority be delegated to the Head of Housing to bring the remainder of the Scheme into effect on a date to be agreed in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Housing.  

12.EX.58
AIDS AND ADAPTATIONS IN COUNCIL ACCOMMODATION


A report was submitted which sought approval of the draft policy for aids and adaptations in Council properties.


Councillor Linda Adams addressed the Committee in support of the policy. It was noted that the Council had recently been praised by Community Occupational Therapists for their work in respect of aids and adaptations.


Following a question raised by Councillor Adams, it was noted that tenants could be compensated for adaptations made at their own expense which were beneficial to a subsequent tenant and therefore left in the property.  However, it was noted that such arrangements were highly prescribed by statute.


Following discussion, it was felt it would be advantageous for a review of the policy to be carried out in six months' time, the review to include the potential for improvements such as flashing doorbells, which would meet the County Council's criteria for funding, to be applied for directly by the applicant.


It was noted that the policy did not require applicants to move to a more suitable property should they not express a wish to do so, and this would not prejudice any application they may make for aids and adaptations to their property.

RESOLVED
that the revised Aids and Adaptations Policy be adopted.

12.EX.59
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET – BUDGET POLICY AND MONITORING


A report was submitted which:-

· provided members with a reminder of the Council's medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles;

· illustrated the latest budget model, the delivery of efficiency savings for 2012/13 and the estimated level of budget savings that may be required over the next few years;

· outlined the budget timetable for 2013/14; and

· provided an update on the National Resource Review.


The budget timetable was outlined and noted.  It was also noted that the core grant settlement was not expected to be announced by the government until 17th December 2012, which was later than in previous years.


Staff were congratulated for their work in maintaining a durable budget and the savings identified as outlined in the report.  It was noted that during a recent visit by the Department for Communities and Local Government, Kettering had been commended for its work in maintaining a balanced budget.

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the Council's Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;

(ii)
the current Medium Term Financial Forecast and the progress being made for the delivery of efficiency savings for 2012/13 and future years be noted;

(iii)
the significance of changes facing the authority beyond April 2013 continue to be recognised; and

(iv)
the summary budget timetable for 2013/14 (as outlined in Appendix A to the report) be noted.

12.EX.60
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

12.EX.61
ASSET MANAGEMENT – QUEEN STREET


A report was submitted which sought reconsideration of the terms for the disposal of a flying freehold at Queen Street, Kettering.


It was noted that, at its meeting in September 2012, the Committee had agreed to Option One in respect of the above. However, reconsideration of this option was now sought.

RESOLVED
that a flying freehold be granted as per Option Three of the report on the grounds that Option One did not allow the lessee to viably develop his site.
(The meeting started at 7:00pm and ended at 8.55 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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Executive Committee No. 
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