B O R O R O U G H  O F  K E T T E R I N G

Planning Policy Committee

Meeting held – 24th July 2006

Present:
Councillor Civil (Chair)

Councillors Brown, C Groome, Smith-Haynes, Tebbutt, Titcombe and Tod

06.PP.08
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M Lynch, Richardson and Whitlam.  It was noted that Councillors Brown and Tebbutt would be acting as substitutes.

06.PP.09
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 22nd June 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair.

06.PP.10
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN AND KETTERING URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS PAPERS

A report was submitted to inform members of and submit a draft of the Kettering Town Centre and Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan Issues and Options Papers.  It was 

RESOLVED
that the Kettering Town Centre and Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plans report be considered at the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee on 3rd August 2006.

06.PP.11
ROTHWELL AND DESBOROUGH URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PLAN PREFFERED OPTIONS REPORT

A report was submitted to agree the contents of the draft of the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan Preferred Options Report for public consultation.

Jane Gardener addressed the Committee under the Council’s Right to Speak Policy.

Councillor Belinda Humfrey addressed the Committee under the Council’s Right to Speak Policy.

It was reported that the Preferred Options Report formed the second formal phase of the plan production process. The preferred options stage would give people the opportunity to comment on how the local planning authority was approaching the preparation of a particular development plan document and ensured that the local planning authority was aware of all the possible options before preparing the submission development plan document. Preferred options are not specified or written as planning policies nor do they contain the specific details of planning policies but they state the approach or direction that planning policy is likely to be developed. Members were informed of minor amendments and completions in relation to the version submitted to Committee at its meeting of 22 June 2006.

Once the local planning authority had identified its preferred options it would need to publish them and seek comments over a six-week period in accordance with the Statement of Community Involvement and make all the relevant material available for inspection. All representations would then be recorded and published. They would be presented to Committee for consideration as part of the process of formulating the submission plan. The preferred option stage was therefore not the final stage of the plan process but an interim stage that allowed for community and stakeholder consultation input before developing detailed planning policies. It should not therefore be interpreted as a final plan that cannot be amended although it does form part of emerging planning policy.

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Sustainability Appraisals were mandatory for Development Plan Documents. When preparing these documents planning authorities also conducted an environmental assessment in accordance with the requirements of European Directive 2001/42/EC on the ‘assessment of the effects of certain plans and programs on the environment’ known as Strategic Environmental Assessment or SEA Directive. The purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal was to appraise the social, environmental and economic effects of plan strategies and policies and at the participation stage of the Preferred Options Local Planning Authorities must prepare a report for consultation alongside the preferred options document. This report was not yet completed and although the preparation of the Preferred Options document had been subject to appraisal against sustainability objectives the final report could give rise to issues, which could necessitate changes to the Preferred Options document or need to be taken into account in the preparation of the submission document. In order to speed up the process it was recommended that finalising the Sustainability Appraisal should be delegated to the Planning Policy Manager in consultation with the Chairman along with any minor matters requiring amendment as a result of the Appraisal. 

The consultation document would, when published, include a reference list of other Key Background Documents as well as a glossary of terms. These sections would be completed prior to the publication of the plan. Further background documents which would be required to be published at the time of publication would relate to the Urban Extension Methodology which provided the detail of how sites were assessed – the principles of which were contained in the Preferred Options Report  - and the Pre Commencement work and Consultation which provided the detail of how work undertaken prior to the Commencement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act had been taken into account under the new planning system. It was proposed that finalising these documents should be delegated to the Chairman.

Rothwell Town Council’s comments were distributed at the meeting.  

During discussion the following points were noted: -

· The Housing Marketing Assessment would establish the percentage of affordable housing

· The need for a new primary school in Desborough would need to be discussed in the consultation

· Site 8 was discussed for Rothwell but it was stated that it did not have planning consent

· The document would be published in a simplified format for all to understand

· Although Desborough had a larger area for employment than Rothwell the number of jobs per hectare would be higher 

· Members felt strongly that sewerage would need to investigated fully

· The Water Cycle Strategy due to be published in the autumn would be fed into the submission document

· The mix of properties would be reviewed when the new guidance was available and would be fed into the submission document

· Some members felt that the road linkage needed to be investigated as this could cause traffic flow problems in the future

It was noted that the background documents would be available on the website and would be provided at the time of  consultation.  It was 

RESOLVED
(i) The Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan Preferred Options Report be agreed for public consultation.

(ii) Finalising the Sustainability Appraisal of the Preferred Options would be delegated to the Planning Manager in consultation with the Chair of the Committee along with any minor matters requiring amendment as a result of the appraisal.

(iii) Finalising the Pre Commencement Work and Consultation and Urban Extension Methodology Background Papers would be delegated to the Planning Manager in consultation with the Chair.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.25pm)

Signed……………………………………….

Chair
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