
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

Planning Policy Committee

Meeting held – 7th March 2006
Present:
Councillor Civil (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Coe, M Lynch, Smith-Haynes,Tebbutt and Titcombe 

2 Members of the Public were also in attendance
06.PP.33
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors C Groome, Tod and Whitlam.


It was noted that Councillors Adams and Tebbutt were acting as substitutes for the meeting. 

06.PP.34
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 30th January 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair.
06.PP.35
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Adams declared a personal interest should any debate cover elderly persons in relation to Northants County Council, as she was an employee of Northants County Council.


Councillor Civil declared a personal interest as Chair of the Joint Planning Committee for North Northants.      
06.PP.36
KETTERING URBAN EXTENSION URBAN DESIGN GUIDE

A report was submitted to inform members of the publication of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS)  and agree a response.


It was noted that representations had to be submitted to the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit by 26th March 2007. Following this the Independent Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State would consider all objections and representations and instruct whether and how the CSS should be changed.  It was noted that representations from the Borough Council needed to indicate support for, or objection to, part of the CSS and the reason for any objection should relate to the tests of soundness. Details of the tests of soundness were provided to the meeting. 

It was noted that the CSS addressed a number of interrelating issues relating to the North Northamptonshire Growth Area. Details of the main policy topics and concerns on the CSS were provided to the meeting. Background information on the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) was also provided. 

Proposed representations to the CSS from Kettering Borough Council were provided and members made the following additional comments:

· Support for Policy 17 that net density be 35 dwellings per hectare

· Infrastructure investment requirements
· Inadequacy of strategic road network and poor access to Kettering Town Centre
· Need to address water and sewage treatment issues

· More emphasis on investment in rail, not just roads

· A14 already over capacity, proper ring road required 
· Kettering east urban extension requires proper connection to the town centre

· Concern expressed at the Northants County Council Transport Strategy (Martin Hammond to write to NCC regarding this, and the matter to be discussed at the Planning Policy Committee in April)   
· Development must be infrastructure led

· Innovative methods of transport, and their use should be included 
· The number of car parking spaces per dwelling should not be reduced
· No information on building cycleways

· No mention of transport links to Stansted airport

· Rail could be used for movement of freight which would give large modal shift
· Consider opening smaller railway stations eg at Desborough

· Route strengthening required at Moulton and Olney and on the A6116
· Unsure how local power sources (page 63) can be achieved 
· The relation of the eco homes rating to industrial and commercial properties

· Policy 16 include word ‘informs’ in representation

· Car sharing becomes inconvenient

· The capacity of the hospital to cope with increased population

· Proper cycle tracks were required, separate from main roads

· Policing and designing out of crime not mentioned
· Measures to promote and enable modal shift needed to be more carefully thought through in order to be both effective, realistic and capable of being delivered 

It was 

RESOLVED          
that delegation be given to officers to 

amend the proposed representations on 
the Core Spatial Strategy as necessary 
prior to submission.
(Councillor Coe left the meeting at 8.50pm)
(The meeting started at 7.50 pm and ended at 9.40pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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