
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 29th March 2007

Present:
Councillor Civil (Chair)


Councillors Coe,  Smith-Haynes, Titcombe and Tod 

Also Present:
Councillor Hollobone

06.PP.40
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor C Groome.

06.PP.41
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7th March 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair.

06.PP.42
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Civil declared a personal interest as the Chair and the Council's appointee on the Joint Planning Committee of North Northants Together.

06.PP.43
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MINERALS AND WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK - ISSUES AND OPTIONS


A report was submitted which sought approval for the response to the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework - Issues and Options Report.


Members discussed the following Mineral and Waste Sites:-


Sites 1 and 2 - Stoke Albany East and Stoke Albany West


Site 6 - Kettering East (Land East of Barton Seagrave)


Site 27 - Weekley Hall Wood


Site 41 - Weekley Hall Wood, Long Drow Pits


Site 42 - Cranford Landfill Site - Extension to Existing Landfill


In consideration of Sites 1 and 2 members were of the opinion that the concerns expressed in the past regarding access were still applicable. The Chair of the Rural Forum was in attendance at the meeting and reported that the Rural Forum had objected to both sites in the past on the grounds of inadequate access, location and the visual effects on the whole of the valley.


In respect of Site 6 members felt that the site was unsuitable as it was required for the Kettering Urban Extension.  However, it was noted that it had been included by the County Council because the Inspector had advised that the site should be included for consideration as the location of the Kettering Urban Extension was detailed in an adopted plan.


Members discussed the process of the extraction of minerals at the Priors Hall site in Corby before development commenced, but it was noted that this process was likely to take 10-50 years.


Members agreed that in respect of Sites 27, 41 and 42 the inclusion of the word "strongly" should be inserted before "objects" in the conclusions to the report.


Members also agreed that although they objected to the waste management sites suggested in the document, the Council was committed to promoting sustainable development in the area and would welcome opportunities to identify the feasibility of innovative waste management solutions in the Borough.

RESOLVED
that the observations contained in the conclusions be forwarded to the Northamptonshire County Council with the inclusion of the word "strongly" before "objects" in respect of sites 27, 41 and 42.

06.PP.44
ISSUES AND OPTIONS PAPER CONSULTATION RESPONSES


A report was submitted which informed Members of the outcome of the community involvement for the Issues and Options Paper for the Kettering Town Centre and Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plans, and which sought agreement for the officer response.


The report was supplemented at the meeting with a flowchart that detailed the Development Plan Document process.


The following comments were made in respect each of the three parts of the report:-


Part 1 - Background and Consultation Details


It was noted that copies of all representations made were available in the Members' Room, including questions and comments made at the consultation events.


Members held the view that all people who had responded to the consultation should be sent a letter of thanks at the appropriate time.  It was felt that the salient points contained in responses should be summarised and included with the letter.  It was noted that information was available to members of the public on the website, including future events planned for the Summer of 2007.  Those responding to the consultation had received an acknowledgement.


It was suggested that it would be useful to have information on the number of respondents on a ward by ward basis.  It was noted that this would be possible, but it would take a short time for officers to compile this information.


Part 2 - Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan


It was noted that many of the representations made could be considered in conjunction with consideration of the response to the County Transport Strategy, which was due to be considered at the meeting of the Committee to be held on 16th April 2007.


It was also felt that the Housing Market Assessment, that was currently at the draft stage and was nearing completion, would also help in consideration of some of the representations.


Discussion was held on accessibility and transport issues. infrastructure, heritage issues and the night-time economy in Kettering Town Centre.  It was noted that the delivery side of the proposals in terms of identifying suitable sites and uses for those sites would be through the Kettering Town Centre Framework.  The main purpose of the town Centre Framework would inform the production of the Town Centre Area Action Plan, which was the document that would ultimately deliver the growth.  Members discussed three specific areas, namely: Wadcroft; the Municipal Offices/Corn Market Hall/Police Station site and the Horsemarket area. 


Part 3 - Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan


Members discussed the responses in respect of several issues, including the provision of education in the Kettering Urban Extension, infrastructure, transport and access, types of housing, green infrastructure and the effect on nearby villages.  It was noted that there was a need to develop policies relating to schools in line with the approach of the Education Authority and that access to schools across the town was very important.  It was felt that the emerging Housing Market Assessment would have an important impact on the shape of the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan on issues such as affordable housing provision, density requirements and types of housing.


Members felt it would be very important to link access issues in respect of the Urban Extension with those affecting the town centre.  The view was expressed that Kettering Town Centre should be easily accessible for people living in the Urban Extension, otherwise they may shop in neighbouring towns rather than Kettering.  The importance of maintaining the character of villages was also felt to be very important, as was the maintenance of green space between the Urban Extension and existing villages.  The need for an eastern by-pass was considered to be essential, in order to minimise congestion on existing roads.


A note from Councillor Ursula Jones was read to the Committee and the comments it contained considered by Members.


Officers were thanked for their work on the consultation responses.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the key headlines identified through the workshops and panels be noted and used to inform the development of the Preferred Options documents for the Kettering Town Centre and Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plans;


(ii)
the officer recommendations provided within the tables contained in the report be confirmed and used to inform the development of the Preferred Options documents for the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan; and

(iii) the officer recommendations provided within the tables contained in the report be confirmed used to inform the development of the Preferred Options documents for the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan.

(iv)
Those submitting comments as part of the consultation be responded to in due course with a summary of this report.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.25 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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