
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 16th April 2007

Present:
Councillor Civil 


Councillors Coe, Smith-Haynes, Tebbutt and Titcombe
06.PP.45
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors C Groome and Whitlam.

06.PP.46
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st March 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair; and


(ii)
the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29th March 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair subject to the following amendment:-


the addition of the word "not" in last line of the the final paragraph on page 2 of the minutes relating to minute number 06.PP.43.  Minute to read:-


"In respect of Site 6 members felt that the site was unsuitable as it was required for the Kettering Urban Extension. However, it was noted that it had been included by the County Council because the Inspector had advised that the site should be included for consideration as the location of the Kettering Urban Extension was not detailed in an adopted plan".

06.PP.47
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Civil declared a personal interest as the Chair and the Council's appointee on the Joint Planning Committee of North Northants Together and a Northamptonshire County Councillor.


Councillor Titcombe declared a personal interest as a member of a Sports Association on the west side of the Railway Station.

06.PP.48
RIGHT TO SPEAK


Mr Bill Burton indicated that he wished to exercise his Right to Speak on item 6 under the Council's Right to Speak Policy.

06.PP.49
TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR GROWTH


A report was submitted which informed members of the Committee of the consultation being undertaken with regards to the Transport Strategy for Growth and associated strategy documents produced by Northamptonshire County Council.  A response from the Committee was sought.


An amended recommendation to the report was circulated at the meeting.



Mr Bill Burton addressed the Committee on both the Council's report and the Transport Strategy.  He congratulated Kettering Borough Council on its cautious approach and indicated his support for the recommendation that the Council seek specialist advice on the highways and transportation issues before submitting its response.  He expressed grave concerns regarding the impact on businesses in Kettering Town Centre if proposals in the documentation regarding bus-only access were implemented.


Discussion took place on Northamptonshire County Council's proposals and suggested responses contained in the report under the following headings:-


Kettering Town Strategy


It was felt that although the proposal for a clockwise inner ring road seemed logical, it was not acceptable due to increased journey times and the potential for rat-running in residential areas.  It was also felt that existing town centre roads would be unable to cope with traffic generated by the Kettering Urban Extension.  Members also expressed concern regarding the ability of the Lake Avenue junction to cope with any additional traffic as it was currently often congested.


Members discussed the need for additional parking capacity in Kettering Town Centre, particularly in the light of the proposals in respect Kettering Railway Station.  It was also noted that these proposals conflicted with the Kettering Town Centre Masterplan.


Some discussion was held on the merits of park and ride schemes.  It was noted that Kettering Borough Council had supported Corby's request for a railway station and was still committed to the long-term objective of the provision of a railway station at Desborough.


Kettering Urban Extension


Serious concerns were expressed regarding the proposals for bus-only links from the Kettering Urban Extension site into the town centre from the east, with no car trips permitted to access the town directly from the east of Kettering.


Members felt that the proposals would only encourage people living in the new urban extension area to travel out of the town to shop.  Concern was also voiced about the effect of local traffic on the A14, as this would increase traffic on this stretch of the road and negate the effort to reduce traffic on the A14 around Kettering.


It was noted that the County Council's proposals in respect of modal shift had not been trialled anywhere in the United Kingdom, with examples in the Strategy being taken from western Europe.


Members felt that the proposals did nothing to encourage walking and cycling into the town, as there was no provision for pedestrian or rider safety in the proposals.


Concern was also raised regarding the large number of narrow streets in Kettering, and the associated difficulties associated with access for residents, the emergency services and refuse vehicles.


Kettering Eastern Avenue


The proposals regarding alternatives to the provision of a Kettering Eastern Avenue were discussed.  However, members felt that the proposals did nothing to improve access from Rothwell and Desborough into Kettering town centre, where residents were already increasingly using Market Harborough to shop.


Members felt that the Kettering Eastern Avenue should be planned for at an early stage, as it was likely that the urban extension would grow beyond 4,000 houses after 2021 and it would be short-sighted not to plan for the route now.


Discussion was also held on the proposals for a new junction 10a to serve the eastern development.  The high levels of congestion currently experienced on the A14 and local junctions was discussed and it was felt that if the A14 became the principal route from the urban extension into the town, this would only increase congestion and could result in junction restrictions being imposed by the Highways Agency.


A14 Improvements


Members strongly reiterated the need for infrastructure to be provided to serve the urban extension and discussed the proposals for an off-line distributor road running parallel to the A14 between junctions 7 and 9.  Reference was made the concern expressed by full Council at its meeting on 28th February regarding the option chosen and the effect it would have on those living west of Kettering and the impact on the countryside.


Modal Shift


Targets for modal shift were discussed.  It was felt that if the emphasis was to be placed on bus trips, then all-weather facilities at all bus stops must be provided.  It was felt that the cost element of local bus services would be an important factor, as would frequency of service and personal safety on public transport.


Transport Prioritisation Framework


It was noted that no mention had been made of access to Kettering from Rothwell and Desborough, and improvements to traffic flow on the A43 and A45 were also of critical importance.

RESOLVED
that


(i)
the comments detailed in table 1 to the report be endorsed and used to inform detailed discussions regarding the Transport Strategy for Growth;


(ii)
the officers be authorised to seek specialised advice on highways and transportation issues, in order to respond more fully to the County Council's proposals, in association with other Councils and North Northants Development Company; and


(iii)
this item be reported to a future meeting of the Council, following discussions, prior to final submission.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.15 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

AI
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