
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 20th November 2007

Present:
Councillor Freer (Chair)


Councillors Civil, S Lynch and Tebbutt 

Also Present:
 The Mayor  
5 members of the public and three members of the press
07.PP.23
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 20th November 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair .
07.PP.24
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None. 
07.PP.25
ROTHWELL AND DESBOROUGH URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PLAN UPDATE

A report was submitted which requested Members agree the way forward to progress the Rothwell Urban Extension Area Action Plan. 

It was noted that the Planning Inspectorate had been approached with regard to splitting the Rothwell and Desborough Area Action Plan into documents. It was also noted the Desborough proposals were given an extended deadline and the Rothwell proposals were progressed to the Submission Plan stage. 

It was noted that a planning application had been submitted for development of the Rothwell site which generally conformed with the options set out in the Preferred Options report and that a large number of these would not be altered in the Submission Plan. However, it was reported that a small number of options would be altered in the Submission Plan following the consultation on the Preferred Options, and details of these were provided to the meeting.      

Discussion ensued on the percentage of affordable housing required and the mix of house types that would be available in the development.  It was noted that officers were negotiating with the applicants on these issues.  It was 

RESOLVED 
that the Rothwell element of the 

Rothwell and Desborough Urban 

Extension Area Action Plan be 

suspended. 
07.PP.26
DESBOROUGH EMPLOYMENT STUDY

A report was submitted which informed members of the consultants report into the market delivery of the employment element of the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan. The report also requested Members to agree the way forward in relation to the breakdown of employment uses within the Area Action Plan. It was also noted that the deadline for developers submissions 

Jane Gardiner of Persimmon addressed the Committee and requested that the level, and type, of employment land required at Desborough be clarified

Copies of the final report on market delivery were provided to the meeting and key findings of the implications of reducing the level of B8 provision at Desborough were summarised in the report.  

Members discussed the level of employment land in Desborough and the split between B1/B2 and B8 usage. It was noted that B8 was required before B1/B2 would be developed. 

It was 
RESOLVED

that the following be agreed:
(i) Desborough employment land   be 25 hectares of which  at least 10 hectares be used for B1/B2  and no more than 15 hectares be used for B8. Of the 15 hectares B8 no more than 9 hectares be used for national.  Definition on the size of individual units to be provided and locations of the employment land to be determined.

(ii) Rothwell employment land to be 11 hectares of B1/B2.
07.PP.27
KETTERING URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PLAN

A report was submitted which requested Members to agree the way forward for progress the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan.

It was noted that a planning application for a Sustainable Urban Extension to the east of Kettering had now been submitted. It was also noted that there were a number of key issues where the proposals in the planning application n differed from those which would be included in an Area Action Plan for the site. These differences included scale of development, land to the north of the Ise Lodge, percentage of affordable housing and level of employment land. It was reported that the planning application did not include details of access and internal road networks. 

Three options were presented to the meeting in order to progress work on the Kettering Urban Extension.

Councillor Ursula Jones, representing Warkton Parish Council, and on behalf of adjacent conservation villages, addressed the Committee over concerns of access to the development and the possible phasing of the Eastern Avenue. Councillor Jones also requested that the Committee support Option 3  - to progress the Area Action Plan and to produce a Supplementary Planning Document .


Aldred Drummond representing BeeBee Developments advised the Committee that the planning application had raised a number of issues, for example, affordable housing, access to the development and employment land, which were currently being discussed with planning officers. Mr Drummond also suggested that the introduction of further policies would only cause delays to the proposals. 


Some members of the Committee expressed concern over the development of an access road through land north of the Ise Village and the need to retain a green wedge around  the Ise Village. It was 


RESOLVED  
that Option 3 be followed – the Area 
Action Plan for Kettering Urban 
Extension be progressed to Preferred 
Options Stage and that approval be 
sought from the Government Office 
to produce a Supplementary 
Planning Document to provide a 
policy context for the site in the 
shorter term.  
07.PP.28
KETTERING WESTERN QUARTER MASTERPLAN

A report was submitted to inform Members of the Western Quarter Masterplan and to agree that it be approved as a background paper to inform the preparation of the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan. 
It was noted that The Kettering Western Quarter Masterplan had been undertaken by consultants Taylor Young over the last year, funded by the Borough’s Capital Programme. It was noted that the Masterplan was based on addressing a number of priorities for regenerating and improving the area. 

During debate the following comments were noted:


· Traffic and access to the town centre car parks required improvement rather that ‘not worsen traffic conditions’

· Bridges on Northfield Avenue needed addressing and the consultants had been requested to do this
· Site N on appendix 3 to the report may be required to aid traffic flow 

· Road network required improvements

· Improvements to Slade Brook were welcomed 
RESOLVED

that the content of the Western 
Quarter Masterplan be agreed as a 
background document to inform the 
preparation of the Kettering Town 
Centre Area Action Plan, and its 
importance be recognised in 
delivering the regeneration and 
growth of a high quality town 
centre.   
07.PP.29
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MINERALS AND WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – PREFERRED OPTIONS
A report was submitted to inform Members of the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework - Preferred Options and to agree that officers forward a response to Northamptonshire County Council by 13th December 2007. 

It was noted that all sites within Kettering Borough had been withdrawn from the Preferred Options document and therefore are not proposed to be taken forward at this stage. It was 
RESOLVED  
that the report be noted and that 
officers forward a consultation 
response that Kettering Borough 
Council had no comments to make 
on the proposed site allocations. In 
addition, that the Head of 
Development Services are given 
delegated powers to respond to 
general questions raised considering 
the environmental implications of 
minerals and waste development.  
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.44 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

AI
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