
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 30th August 2012 and 20th September 2012
30th August 2012
Present:
Councillor Bunday (Chair)


Councillors Zanger and Mills
Also Present
Geoff Hollands (Legal Services)


Russ Howell (Health Services Manager)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator) 

12.LC.04
APOLOGIES



None



As all documentation had not been received, it was

RESOLVED
that the meeting of the 30th August 2012 be adjourned and reconvened on 20th September 2012
.             (The meeting started at 5.00 pm and ended at 5.05 pm)




20th September 2012

Present:
Councillor Bunday (Chair)


Councillors Zanger and Mills

Also Present
Geoff Hollands (Legal Services)


Russ Howell (Health Services Manager)


Paul Baker (Enforcement Office – KBC)


Julian Glandfield (Northants Fire)


Inspector Peter Chisholm (Northants Police)


Sgt Steve Briggs (Northants Police)


Sgt Ian Fletcher (Northants Police)


PC Kevin Murphy (Northants Police)


Sgt Mark Worthington (Northants Police)


Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator) 

An introduction to the meeting was given by the Chair.
12.LC.05
APOLOGIES



None

12.LC.06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None

A Fire Strategy Report had been served to the Fire Safety Officer who clarified that this was a separate document to a Fire Risk Assessment report.

The Solicitors representing the premises requested a short period of time with the Police outside of the meeting to discuss documents, statements and conditions proposed. 

After giving consideration to the above request, the Committee agreed for the submission of the additional documents and the Police, Licensee and their representatives were permitted to leave the meeting room to discuss the new information. 

(The relevant parties left the room at 2.15pm and the meeting was resumed at 2.25pm)
12.LC.07
DETERMINATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR A REVIEW OF A LICENSING ACT 2003 PREMISES LICENCE – COCOON, 64-70 GOLD STREET, KETTERING

A report was submitted to seek the Committee’s decision on an application for review of a Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence.
The representation had been received from Northamptonshire Police relating to ongoing and unacceptable level of crime and disorder, concerns around the admission of young people to the premises and a failure to improve standards in order to properly promote the licensing objectives. The review application contained supporting evidence for these concerns.

Details of the application were provided to the meeting.  

PC Kevin Murphy, Insp Peter Chisholm, Sgt Steve Briggs and Sgt Ian Fletcher attended the meeting and gave evidence regarding the application.

It was noted that the current Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) had not attended the meeting.

The operator of Cocoon accepted there were failings of door staff who had allegedly allowed under-age children onto the premises. 
The Northants Police submitted recommendations for action, which had been listed in the Review application.
A representation had been received from Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue.  The Fire Safety Officer attended the meeting.  The current Fire Risk Assessment stated that three hundred people were allowed on the premises, however, it was noted that four to five hundred people were regularly in attendance and therefore putting people and staff at risk.  
Requests had been made from the Fire Service for another assessment which would show an increase in persons allowed on the premises, however, only a strategy had been received to date, which was not a replacement for the assessment.  The Fire Safety Officer accepted to meet the premises owner to discuss the requirements of the assessment further.

A representation had also been received from a neighbouring business, Bar Sun, whose representative attended the meeting and gave evidence.
Permission was then given for three further papers to be submitted by Cocoon’s representatives and circulated to the Committee.
(Insp Chisholm and Sgt Briggs left the meeting at 4.05pm)
The solicitor representing Cocoon then gave evidence to the committee.
(Paul Baker left the meeting at 4.45pm)
The Committee then entered discussions as they felt necessary with the relevant parties.
Due to the duration of the meeting, it was  

RESOLVED
that the Committee would issue the decision taken, on Wednesday 26th September 2012.  This was to be published in a separate document as an Appendix to these minutes.
(The committee exercised its delegated powers to act in the matters marked*)

(The meeting started at 2:05 pm and ended at 6.53 pm)

Signed…………………………………………………….

Chair

rap
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