
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 5th September 2012 

Present:
Councillor Paul Marks (Chair)


Councillors Michael Brown, Paul Corazzo, 

Cliff Moreton, Margaret Talbot and Jonathan West

12.RD.10
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bain and Soans. Councillor Brown was acting as substitute for Councillor Soans.

12.RD.11
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Research and Development Committee held on 18th June 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

12.RD.12
REPORT OF THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR TASK AND FINISH GROUP

Members noted that the Council’s Executive had considered the report of the Voluntary Sector task and Finish Group at its previous meeting and were appraised of the decisions that had been taken. Members were further appraised that the Executive would be considering a further report on this matter on September 12th that dealt with the allocation of amounts to applicants and various options that they had asked for as recommendations to consider.
12.RD.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The Chair declared a personal interest in Item A1 as he resided in social housing.

12.RD.14
STRATEGIC HOUSING MARKET ASSESSMENT – NORTH NORTHANTS (A1)
A report was submitted that requested members to note the contents of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for North Northamptonshire, and its role in informing future residential development in the Borough across all tenures.

The main findings for Kettering incorporated into the SHMA included reference to

· Demographic change in the area

· Housing tenure profile

· The demand for affordable housing

· The projected requirement for affordable housing

In their consideration of the matter, members were informed of the Councils policy for assisting private sector landlords, and how this operated. It was noted that enforcement action was generally used in cases where all other avenues were exhausted.

It was also noted that the Council was examining its options with regard to addressing the issues of empty properties that could be brought back into use. It was noted that the Council worked with local housing associations in relation to this matter. It was further noted that compulsory purchase was often a complicated process which was rarely used mainly due to financial constraints, and that other options were pursued in the vast majority of cases.

Members also understood that increased life expectancy and the fact that Kettering was in a designated growth area also impacted on the SHMA, and that the report would now inform the content of the Council’s Core Spatial Strategy and its Housing Strategy.

Members also discussed the following matters in relation to this report:

· The impact of equity release schemes on older people

· The verification of applicants who wished to join the Keyways housing register 

· The ongoing review of the Allocations Policy

· The impact of shared ownership schemes and the number of people who remained in shared ownership properties over the long term.

· The steps taking to provide checks on tenants who were signposted to private landlords
RESOLVED 
that members note the content of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment for North Northamptonshire and endorse its findings.


12.RD.15
TENANCY POLICY AND TENANCY STRATEGY (A2)

Members received a report which asked them to note and comment on the Council’s draft Tenancy Strategy, which set out the Council’s vision for the letting of social housing across the Borough. The report also asked members to note and comment on the draft Tenancy Policy, which sets out the Council’s approach to flexible tenure within its own housing stock. 

It was noted that the Localism Act 2011 placed a new duty on local housing authorities to prepare and publish a Tenancy Strategy and also introduced radical reform to social housing tenure. To comply with this legislation, local authorities had until January 2013 to publish Tenancy Strategies.

Members also received details of the key features and the guiding principles in the development of the Council’s Tenancy Strategy and Tenancy Policy documents and a further document was issued that summarised the content of the Policy. Members also noted that the Council’s Tenants Forum had been consulted in relation to the issue, and feedback had been used to inform the final draft of both documents. Additionally, workshops had been held with housing associations and neighbouring local authorities alongside the public consultation. Members noted that the documents would be considered in due course by the Council’s Executive and also the full Council meeting. 

Members were generally supportive of the content of the documents but requested that there was an amendment relating to the tenancy type for households with a disabled person that allowed for the tenancy to be renewed automatically while circumstances remain the same for the disabled person.

In their consideration of the item members were appraised of the following points:

· There were other sanctions available for dealing with anti-social behaviour by tenants that could be implemented as well as reducing the term of the tenancy agreement

· Other neighbouring local authorities had similar content in their policies thus diminishing the potential for prospective tenants seeking a preferred local authority area for their tenancy

· The needs of carers of disabled tenants should be taken into account when there were changes to such tenancies

· The frequency of Neighbourhood Manager visits were monitored 

· The impact of the new discounts on the Right to Buy Scheme had been minimal with only a slight increase in completions so far

· The policy for dealing with council properties where a business was being run that impacted on the locality, was outlined

· The impact on Council Tax collection rates potentially caused by single tenant households was insubstantial as the estimated collection rate was modelled on the number and type of housing in the Borough

RESOLVED  that 
the Committee’s comments on the Tenancy Strategy and Tenancy Policy as detailed above be passed on to the Council’s Executive.

12.RD.16
INDIVIDUAL ELECTORAL REGISTRATION - IMPLEMENTATION (A3)


A report was submitted that provided members with information relating to the introduction of Individual Electoral Registration, and notified them that reports would be submitted in the future on this issue as appropriate. The report included a timetable for implementation of the new system and details of funding arrangements for its introduction.
RESOLVED
that the report be noted and further reports submitted as appropriate.


12.RD.17     WORK PROGRAMME (A4)

The Committee’s work programme was submitted for consideration. The following items would be added to those already listed for consideration at future meetings:

· Housing Allocations Policy

· Homelessness Strategy

· Budget Update

· Houses in Multiple Occupation

· Youth Unemployment

· Housing Revenue Account Business Plan (including Estate Management)

· Crematorium Works Update 

· Olympic Legacy for Sport in the Borough for 2013
· Gallery and Museum Plans for 2013

· County Council Boundary Review and Parliamentary Boundary Review (if appropriate)
RESOLVED  that the above be noted and incorporated into the Work programme.
 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.31pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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