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2. INFORMATION
For a number of years Kettering town centre has been covered by a Designated Public Places Order, which prohibits the consumption of alcohol on street or in public places in an anti-social manner.  The extent of the zone, which has been in place since 2005 is indicated in black on the attached plan. 

In more recent times there have been a number of incidents where alcohol is being consumed in the streets in the area bordered by Rockingham Road, Regent Street, Wellington Street and Lindsay Street, adjacent to Kettering town centre (please see appendix ‘A’).  These incidents have in turn led to violent behaviour, anti-social behaviour and criminal behaviour.  This is causing great distress to local residents and visitors to the area, and is reducing the quality of life for the local population. It is therefore proposed to extend the existing zone to include the area indicated in grey on Appendix A, although for legal purposes, the Council will be making a new order covering both areas. 
Designated Public Places Orders were introduced by section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 and amended by section 26 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006.  The actual process itself is contained within The Local Authorities (Alcohol Consumption in Designated Public Places) Regulations 2007.
The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 allows local authorities to designate areas for the purposes of the act where they are satisfied that nuisance or annoyance to the public or disorder have been associated with drinking in that place and that a designation order is appropriate.  The 2007 regulations do not place a requirement on the local authority to conduct a formal assessment, over a given period, of the nature of the problem.  Whether or not an order is appropriate is a matter for local judgement, based on the circumstances applying.  A designation order does not lead to comprehensive ban on drinking alcohol in the open air within the specific area nor is it a street drinking ban.  It is intended to restrict anti-social drinking in public places.  Legitimate business premises within the public place that have licenses to supply or sell alcohol will be excluded from a designated public place at all times. (This includes premises with a pavement licence). It will be at the discretion of a police officer to determine whether action is required against an individual or group of people. 
3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
Before making an order the Council has to consult the police and any affected parish council and all licensees of licensed premises operating in the area. Then it must publicise the proposed details and give 28 days for representations to be made.  
Once an order has been made, the Council has to advertise the notice, erect signage in the designated area and make the public aware that restrictions on public drinking may apply.

 Full consultation took place between the local authority and the police at the meeting of the Kettering Community Safety Partnership Board on 23rd April 2012, when it was agreed to apply for a Designated Public Places Order.  This was supported by the wider Kettering Community Safety Partnership.  Further consultation has taken place at subsequent meetings of the Partnership.
Premises licence and club premises certificate holders for premises defined in the Act and Regulations have received a letter asking them for their views on a DPPO.  In addition, the proposal to make an order was published in the Northants Telegraph on Thursday October 18th 2012.  No representations have been received in relation to the publicity and consultation exercise.
4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Under the current constitution, only Council can approve a Designated Public Places Order, until such time as it delegates this function to the Licensing Committee.
5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
There are costs associated with publicity in local newspapers and signage of the DPPO area.
6. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
There are resource implications for the local police, who need to be persuaded that they can police all the zones in place throughout the Borough. There are also DDPOs in place in Burton Latimer and Desborough Town centre and at the grange shopping parade in Kettering, as well as Kettering town centre.   
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
Please see previous item 2 Information.

8. RISK MANAGEMENT
Risk management will take place through the local authority, police and Kettering Community Safety Partnership.

9. CORPORATE OUTCOME
Reduction in crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.  An improvement in public perception that the police and local council are dealing with the anti-social behaviour and crime issues that matter in this area.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





The purpose of this report is to seek approval for a Designated Public Places Order for the area bordered by Rockingham Road, Regent Street, Wellington Street and Lindsay Street, adjacent to Kettering town centre.





RECOMMENDATION





To approve a Designated Public Places Order for the area bordered by Rockingham Road, Regent Street, Wellington Street and Lindsay Street, adjacent to Kettering town centre.	





To delegate future decisions on the creation of a DPPO to the full Licensing Committee. 








