RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE NEW ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

In June 2012, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) published its draft recommendations on the new electoral arrangements for Northamptonshire County Council. The LGBCE largely adopted the proposals submitted by this Council in relation to the Kettering area. Notwithstanding this, it identified that the proposal ‘did not provide any supporting community identity evidence for its division arrangements’ (Paragraph 85, P.14) This documents seeks to further strengthen the Borough Council’s proposals by providing the evidence that was not included in its initial submission.

Additionally, LGBCE  have also proposed that there should be an adjustment to the Parish arrangements in Barton Seagrave, which it is felt does not offer the best solution in terms of community identity and convenient local government. The reasons for this are also laid out in the document.
1.

COMMUNITY IDENTITY EVIDENCE – LGBCE DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTORAL DIVISIONS FOR THE KETTERING BOROUGH AREA

a)
Proposed Division 1
All these communities are situated in the south of the Borough. They are geographically adjacent to each other, and all are served by the retail area in the southern part of the town of Kettering. Burton Latimer, as one of the A6 Towns of the Borough of Kettering is a discrete ward of the principal area authority, due to the size of its electorate. The other smaller Parishes form the part of the Slade ward closest to the town. All the communities have a rural nature to a larger or smaller extent, and agricultural land is common to them all around the main areas of settlement.

b)
Proposed Division 2
All these communities are situated in the north western part of the Borough. They are geographically adjacent to each other, and the transport links across the whole proposed Division are strong. The A14 (M1-A1 Link Road) crosses through this proposed Division and there are good access arrangements on and off it for all of these communities. Rothwell is the largest settlement in the area and offers facilities in terms of shops and a market that is used by the community from across this proposed Division.
c)
Proposed Division 3

As stated in the LGBCE Draft Recommendations the proposed divisions would have good internal communication links and reflect communities. As also stated, the proposed Desborough division the parishes of Sutton Bassett, Weston by Welland, Ashley, Stoke Albany, and Wilbarston all share a link through their churches. This proposal keeps them in one division. The  presence of the A427 road links parishes across the centre of the division. 

d)
Proposed Division 4

Although this proposed Division is a mix of rural communities and a large urban housing estate, it is suggested that, due to the geographic proximity of all of the communities in the east of the Borough, then there is a community identity in place certainly for those villages that use the Ise Lodge estate facilities for shopping, sport  and social activities amongst other things. There are direct transportation links that pass through the Division which links the A6 to the east of it to the A43 in the west. 
e)
Proposed Division 5

This proposed Division largely covers two wards of the Borough within the Town of Kettering. In the middle of the Division, between the two areas,  is Wicksteed Park,  which is the major visitor attraction within the Borough, and a major local facility which defines the adjacent wards. The area is also served by Tresham Institute which is an educational establishment for sixth form age students and beyond, and which is also utilised as a community facility by residents from within the proposed Division. Transportation links are strong with the A6 and A14 both bordering the Division on its east and west flanks respectively.
f)
Proposed Division 6

This area of the town runs from the centre to the Northern part and is flanked by the arterial routes of Bath Road in the east and Rockingham Road in the west. It is a part of Kettering that has strong community links in terms of the many Churches and other Religious buildings within the Division, the presence of social and community facilities throughout and the bus routes that run through the area.  The area is largely well established in terms of housing, and there still remain a number of industrial and factory units in the area that provide employment for its residents.
g)
Proposed Division 7
This area of the town largely incorporates the main town centre area and its surrounds. The town centre is the focus of the community in this area, along with all the different types of facilities on offer, such as  retail, social, service or religious. Transport routes are strong in the area, both through it and around it by way of the ring road close to the very centre and the access routes to the town centre in Northampton Road, Lower Street and Montagu Street.
h)
Proposed Division 8

This well established part of the town is served by the arterial route provided by Windmill Avenue and Stamford Road. All the parts of the Division can be accessed from these routes. There are a number of community facilities, churches and retail facilities in this area which also offer a service to the local community. Many of the properties in the area were built in the mid to late 20th century and due to this a community identity has developed in terms of the history of the area and its origins. There are also a number of schools in the area for students of all ages that serve the community.
2.
PARISH ARRANGEMENTS FOR BARTON SEAGRAVE
The LGBCE has recommended that Barton Seagrave Parish Council should comprise eight councillors, as at present, representing two wards: Barton (returning seven members) and Southfield (returning one member). The current arrangements are that there are 2 wards of 4 members, known as St Botolphs Ward and Seagrave Ward. It is believed that these arrangements should remain in place, and the reasons for this are outlined below.
Barton Seagrave Parish Council was only established in 2002. At that time, the Borough Council consulted all the residents in the area proposed for the Parish, and it was partly as  a result of this that the Warding arrangements were introduced. The other reason for this being introduced was that the County Council Electoral Division arrangements at the time split the Barton area geographically two ways, and therefore it seemed sensible to reflect this in the two Parish Wards. In proposed Division 5, the two polling districts that cover the larger part of the area still remain. Therefore there seems little point in making the change suggested by the LGBCE as the current arrangements remain valid and relevant. Furthermore there has been no request or comments that would lead to the belief that the 77 electors mentioned in Paragraph 86 (p.15) have any desire for a new Parish Ward to be created to serve their interests. At the time of the last Borough ward boundary review in 2005, these residents were asked if they wished t remain in Barton Seagrave or move to Burton Latimer and they chose the former by a large majority.  It is also suggested that there is no need for a geographic split of this type as there are no identifiable community characteristics that are different for the 77 electors in this area than there are for the rest of the area. It is suggested that the proposed boundary between the Divisions is strong and easily identifiable without this. It may be that the Commission is unaware that a road bridge crosses the A14 from  Barton Seagrave into this area of housing  and the road layout is such that the area’s transport links are primarily northwards into Barton Seagrave and not south, through a large industrial area, into Burton Latimer. 
3.
NCC SUBMISSION TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND (LGBCE) AUGUST 2012
Kettering Borough Council has only just seen the County Council's revised proposals for ward boundaries in Kettering, and is not in a position to comment on them before the deadline on Monday. If the Commission would like us to comment, then we would be happy to do so, but would need time to reconvene the original group of members who agreed the Borough's first set of proposals, and it is unlikely given the time of year, that we could arrange a response before the middle of September. 
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