
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held: 17th September  2012
Present:
Councillors


Councillor Scott Edwards (also NCC) (Chair)

Councillor Linda Adams


Councillor Maurice Bayes

Councillor Steve Bellamy


Councillor David Bishop (Rural Forum Representative)

Councillor Lloyd Bunday

Councillor Maggie Don 

Councillor Philip Hollobone

Councillor Shirley Lynch



Councillor Ellie Manns


Councillor Carolyn Maxted (CC)



Councillor Bill Parker (CC)


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (A6 Towns Forum Representative)


Councillor Keli Watts

` 
Councillor Jonathan West

Representatives of Member Organisations


Myra Bale (Kettering Private Hire and Taxi Association) - Deputy Chair)

Also Present

Graham Soulsby (Kettering Borough Council)

Alex Jelley (Kettering Borough Council)
Andrew Longley (North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)
12.KTF.14
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bain, Corazzo, Freer, J. Henson L. Henson (CC) and Malin, and Jane Calcott (Kettering Churches Together)
12.KTF.15
MINUTES
RESOLVED 
that the minutes of the meeting of Kettering Town Forum held on 25th June 2012 be approved as a correct record.
12.KTF.16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Bayes declared an interest in Items 7 & 8 as a Governor representative of the Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation, and Item 9 as a member of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.

Councillor Watts declared an interest in Items 7 & 8 as a Governor representative of the Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation.


Councillor Parker (CC) declared an interest in Items 7 & 8 as a Governor representative of the Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation. 
Councillor Maxted (CC) declared an interest in Items 7  as her son owned a business in Kettering Town Centre.

Councillor Edwards declared an interest in Items 7 & 8 as a Governor representative of the Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation, and Item 9 as a member of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.

Councillor Tebbutt declared an interest in Item 8 as a Kettering Borough Council Member of the Joint Planning Committee and a member of Desborough Town Council.


Councillor West declared an interest in Item 8 as an employee of Kettering General Hospital NHS Trust and a Kettering Borough Council Member of the Joint Planning Committee.

12.KTF.17
REPORTS OF THE FORUMS REPRESENTATIVES ON THE A6 TOWNS FORUM AND THE RURAL FORUM

The last meeting of the Rural Forum had been held on 5 July 2012 and Councillor Bishop, as the Town Forum’s representative, reported on the items considered as follows:
· Neighbourhood Planning and the new Planning Framework

· Planning issues concerning Wind Farms and in particular the impact on neighbouring Parishes of decisions made by other Parish Councils

· The A14 widening project and the related consultation

Councillor Edwards, who was the Forum’s representative on the A6 Towns Forum was unable to attend the last meeting of that body, but reported that the agenda included items relating to local Crime statistics, and the Neighbourhood Planning.
12.KTF.18
POLICING ISSUES & STATISTICS
Due to staff absences and operational issues, the Police were unable to attend the meeting to present the report on ward crime statistics and policing issues.
It was agreed that any issues raised by Members of the Forum could be passed on to the Police and the following item was raised:-

· The rise in crime in the Pipers Hill Ward, in particular property and vehicle related incidents and the impact of the reduction in the deployment of Police Officers in the area.
12.KTF.19
SUITE 16 – UPDATE

Members received a presentation that updated the Forum in respect of the ongoing regeneration of the Town Centre area, and events etc that had taken place over the summer months. When considering the item members noted the following:
· There were 3 options that the County Council were considering for the next phase of roadworks in the Town Centre, namely Northampton Road and Sheep Street , Northfield Avenue and Rothwell Road, and Montagu Street and Eskdaill Street

· Although there had been a large increase in coffe shops, this was not considered to be over-saturation as it added to the street-scene and had an impact on custom in the town centre thus proving attractive to retailers wishing to come to Kettering
· The Big Screen that had been trialled recently would be permanently available in the future but not a permanent fixture

· This summer had demonstrated that the right type of events, along with the new coffee shops, attracted people into the Town Centre

12.KTF.20
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY: EMERGING DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION, AUGUST 2012
Andrew Longley form the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit attended the Forum and presented to Members in respect of the review of the above strategy. The review looked to take account of the recession delaying development and infrastructure investment and to plan forward to 2031. The review was also responding to the Government’s reforms to the planning system, which gave greater scope to the Joint Core Strategy to respond to local needs and aspirations, whilst still meeting the requirements for sound evidence and objective assessment.
In their consideration of this item, members noted the following:

· The potential impact of the ‘Rushden Lakes’ development in East Northamptonshire on the strategy

· The role and usage of Section 106 funding in the future

· The impact of the strategy on employment, particularly on large employers, most notably Kettering General Hospital NHS Trust and also in terms of transport infrastructure on patients needing to travel for treatment 

· The potential for conflict amongst North Northamptonshire authorities and its impact on the strategy 

· The type of data that was used to compile the strategy was outlined, which was based largely at District level rather than Ward Level

· Details of consultation events were outlined 
12.KTF.21
TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING
Members received an update on the proposed changes to the regime for the above. Although, at this stage, there was no direct impact on Kettering, there was potential for some areas in the town to be designated so that they would be eligible. However, it was noted that the Council’s Executive had decided not to pursue this for the town area.
12.KTF.22
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Forum would be held on Monday 26th November 2012. Reports that could be included in the Agenda were as follows :
· Promoting a wider attendance at Town Forum Meetings

· Consultation on changes at Kettering General Hospital (A representative would be invited to attend)

· Wicksteed Park

· Responses to the Site Specific Proposals relating to Kettering Town as considered by the Council’s Planning Policy Committee
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.00 pm)

              Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

iw






Kettering Town Forum No. 1
17.9.12

