
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 23rd October 2012

Present:
Councillor Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Dearing, Derbyshire, Freer, Groome, Manns, Mills, Smith and Zanger

Also Present:
Councillor Lamb

12.PP.21
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Wiley.



It was noted that Councillor Derbyshire was acting as a substitute for Councillor Moreton and Councillor Zanger was acting as a substitute for Councillor Wiley.

12.PP.22
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

12.PP.23
MINUTES

RESOLVED

that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 4th September 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

12.PP.24
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None.

12.PP.25

AFFORDABLE HOUSING DELIVERY AND SECTION 106 CONTRIBUTIONS


A report was submitted which informed the Committee of the current issues faced by the Council in the delivery of affordable homes; highlighted specific concerns relating to Section 106 Contributions; examined potential paths forward and recommended options considered most appropriate by Officers from Development Services and Housing Services.


It was noted that the report had also been considered by the Executive Committee at its meeting on 17th October, when Option 3 had been adopted as the Council's approach to 100% affordable housing schemes.


Discussion was held on the housing register, the type of housing that needed to be made available for affordable housing and the need to benefit the people of the Borough. It was felt that affordable housing should be fit for purpose and the majority of housing need was for two bedrooms.  It was noted that the Housing and Development teams were working closely together in this respect and the Strategic Housing Need Assessment would help to support this principle in that it gave an indication of need and what was appropriate for individual areas.


With regard to individual sites, it was felt that they should be assessed on a case by case basis, but smaller sites would be less viable than larger ones.


It was noted that a review of the Housing Allocations Policy was currently underway, and that a report was due to be considered at the next meeting of the Executive Committee. If the Committee adopted the proposals put forward as part of the review, it was noted In future, all those accepted onto the register would need to have a strong local connection and live, work or have a close relative already living in the Borough.


Debate was then held on the temporary nature of the proposal to remove Section 106 contributions for 100% affordable housing and some concern was expressed regarding the funding of infrastructure projects. It was proposed by Councillor Freer and seconded by Councillor Smith that:-


"the temporary removal of Section 106 contributions be limited to a maximum of two years and a report be brought back to the Planning Policy Committee every six months on how successful the measures are in delivering affordable housing."


The motion was unanimously carried.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
The approach to 100% affordable housing schemes as set out in Option 3 of the report be endorsed;


(ii)
the temporary removal of Section 106 contributions be limited to a maximum of two years and a report be brought back to the Planning Policy Committee every six months on success in delivering affordable housing; and


(iii)
sites for 100% affordable housing be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

12.PP.26
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY – EMERGING DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION – AUGUST 2012


A report was submitted which informed members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy – Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012, and sought agreement of the response of Kettering Borough Council.


A presentation was given by Andrew Longley of the Joint Planning Unit and it was noted that the consultation was currently at the non-statutory stage.


Draft Vision and Outcomes


The following key issues were outlined and discussed:-

· Anticipated levels of deliverable growth

· Cross-boundary development

· Retail hierarchy and Kettering town centre

· Deenethorpe Airfield new village

· The implications for the Joint Core Strategy of Rushden Lakes

Concern was expressed regarding the implications for Kettering and other town centres in North Northants if the planned development at Rushden Lakes went ahead. It was noted that the decision had not yet been called-in by the Secretary of State, but should this be the case Kettering would have the opportunity to have its say. However, should the decision be called in, it could take up to a year to resolve, during which time the Core Spatial Strategy Review would be slowed down.   

The Joint Planning Committee was due to consider the issue of the impact of the Rushden Lakes decision at its meeting on 29th October.

It was noted that the emerging JCS retained Kettering, Corby and Wellingborough as Growth Towns, but draft Policy 10 proposed the addition of Rushden as a Growth Town.  The Joint Planning Unit would review the designation of Rushden, as it was considered that this was more aligned to a Market Town than a Growth Town. The Council did, however, consider the designation of Kettering as a Growth Town and Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell as Market Towns as appropriate.

The Committee expressed concern about the designation of Broughton, Geddington and Mawsley as principal villages, as they did not compare with the populations of Earls Barton, Irchester and Wollaston which had far greater populations and provided more local services. This designation could lead to inappropriate levels of development that did not meet the village's needs and aspirations. It was agreed that the concerns of the Council regarding the designation of Deenethorpe Airfield as an Area of Opportunity should be flagged up as an unsustainable idea, and this should be removed as a priority.

Discussion was then held on the Borough's housing target of 10,700 dwellings. It was felt that it was not sustainable to provide homes without jobs.  Additionally, there should be a definite description for Rushden Lakes within the document.

In relation to Draft Policies 28 and 29 it was noted that deliverable sites had also reduced pro-rata to the decrease from 10,700 to 7,080 homes, and this was welcomed. 

Members also discussed housing standards in respect of room sizes and gardens and it was noted that this was contained in the new CABE document, which should be considered alongside the Kettering document. 

Members requested that the comments as submitted by the Council, including any minor comments identified under delegated powers, be circulated to the Committee.

RESOLVED
 that:-


(i)
the Deputy Chief Executive (Martin Hammond) be granted delegated powers to feed back minor comments on the Emerging Joint Core Strategy on behalf of Kettering Borough Council; and


(ii)
the issues raised at paragraphs 2.11; 2.13-2.17; 2.19-2.20; 2.23; 2.25; and 2.28-2.29 be submitted as the comments of Kettering Borough Council.

12.PP.27
PRELIMINARY DRAFT COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY CHARGING SCHEDULE


A report was submitted which introduced the Council's proposed Preliminary Draft Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule and sought approval for it to be issued for six weeks' public consultation in the Autumn of 2012.


The Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy addressed the Committee regarding the pressures of development, focusing on East Kettering, and asked for a report to be brought to the Committee for consideration of how the draft Infrastructure list would be prioritised; when it would be prioritised and who would keep this under review.  It was noted, however, that the function of the list was to enable the Community Infrastructure Levy to be adopted. The list was flexible and could be revised in future.  Consultation with Town and Parish Councils would be undertaken, but if additional projects were added, then this would have to be at the expense of other projects already on the list.


It was noted that consultation would begin on 9th November across all authorities in North Northants, including consultation on charging schedules.

RESOLVED
that the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule be approved for a six week consultation period.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.05  pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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