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Date of Publication: 12th November 2012

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	Date/Time of Meeting
	In attendance
	Also in attendance
	Apologies
	Declarations of Interest

	
	
	
	
	Executive
	Other
	Officers

	7th November 2012

From 7.00 to 8.55 pm

	Councillor Russell Roberts (Leader of the Council)


Councillor Mary Malin (Deputy Leader of the Council & Corporate)


Councillor Steve Bellamy (Housing)


Councillor Terry Freer (East of Kettering)


Councillor Ian Jelley (Communications)


Councillor Christopher Lamb (Planning & Growth)


Councillor Alison Wiley (Finance)

Councillor Derek Zanger (Regeneration)


	The Deputy Mayor

Councillors Adams, Bayes, Bunday, Bullock, Don, Lynch, Mills, Moreton and Smith

	David Cook 
Chief Executive
Councillor Mark Dearing


	Cllr Christopher Lamb, Cllr Russell Roberts, Cllr Ian Jelley and Cllr Derek Zanger

(Pecuniary Interest in Item 13 as a member of a Town or Parish Council)

Cllr Mary Malin (Personal Interest as the spouse of a Town Councillor)
	None
	None

	IMPORTANT NOTE

PLEASE NOTE: Decisions will become effective after 5.30 pm on Monday, 19th November 2012 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.  Urgent items are exempt from call-in.

The minutes of the above meeting, after approval, are available on the Council's website at www.kettering.gov.uk 




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MINUTES

	12.EX.53

	-
	3
	

	RESOLVED
	The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 17th October 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	WORK PROGRAMME

	12.EX.54

	-
	9
	

	RESOLVED
	That the draft Work Programme to be published on 12th November 2012 be noted.




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET – NATIONAL RESOURCE REVIEW AND POOLING

	12.EX.55

	-
	12(b)
	

	RESOLVED
	That:-

(i)
the progress that has been made be noted in relation to embedding the three guiding principles into the proposed governance arrangements for the Northamptonshire Business Rates Pool; and
(ii)
Kettering Borough Council sign up to the proposed Northamptonshire Business Rates Pool formal submission that will be submitted to CLG by the 9th November – and give delegated authority to the Council's s151 officer to make a final decision in relation to whether the Council should be part of the pool once the provisional finance settlement figures have been released and analysed.
.

	REASONS
	Although Kettering was not part of the expression of interest submitted in the summer, it had continued to be part of the dialogue with colleagues in the other local authorities within the County. Significant progress had been made in these discussions.
CLG had requested that final formal submissions be made by the 9th November in relation to proposals for creating Business Rates Pools. These would then be evaluated by CLG who would decide which pools were permitted to be created for 2013/14. 
It has been recognised by CLG that local authorities can only really decide if they wish to proceed with a pooling proposal once they receive their provisional finance settlement figures later in December. These figures would have a major bearing on final pooling decisions. Accordingly, CLG has announced that there will be a cooling-off period where local authorities can decide not to proceed with a pooling proposal provided they notify CLG during January 2013 (date yet to be announced). CLG have also confirmed however that if one local authority within a proposed pool withdraws, the whole pool cannot go forward.


	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	Not to be part of the formal submission for the creation of a Northamptonshire Business Rates Pool at this stage and agree to reassess the position during 2013/14 for future years.




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING

(NB: Cllrs Lamb, Zanger, Roberts and Jelley, having declared a pecuniary interest in this matter, left the meeting room during discussion thereon)  Councillor Malin took the Chair.

	12.EX.56

	A12/019
	13
	

	SPEAKERS
	Councillor Rose Sawford (Desborough Town Council), Mr Peter Quincey (Clerk to Cranford Parish Council), Councillor Maurice Bayes, Councillor Jonathan Bullock, Councillor John Padwick (Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley Parish Council), Cllr Alan Matthews (Desborough Town Council), Councillor Cliff Moreton, Councillor Margaret Draper (Rothwell Town Council), Councillor Lloyd Bunday.


	RESOLVED
	That:-

(i) 
the comments that have been submitted as part of the consultation process be noted;
(ii)
Town and Parish Councils be given notice that the current system of providing revenue grants to individual Town and Parish Councils will cease, with 2013/14 being the last year that any payments will be made.



	REASONS
	The amount of government grant is likely to decrease over time, thus reducing the amount of grant available for Town and Parish Councils in accordance with the Budget Containment Strategy.

The review was requested by the Rural Forum.


	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	That the current arrangements continue with future levels of grant being linked to the change in the annual core grant settlement that Kettering Borough Council receives from Central Government.



	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	REVIEW OF HOUSING ALLOCATIONS POLICY

(NB: Cllrs Lamb, Zanger, Roberts and Jelley, having declared a pecuniary interest in this matter, left the meeting room during discussion thereon)

	12.EX.57


	A12/017
	10
	

	SPEAKER
	Councillor Maggie Don



	RESOLVED
	That the Housing Allocation Scheme be approved as follows:-
(i)
the existing Housing Allocation Policy continue on an interim basis, with elements of the revised Scheme taking effect from 9 November 2012 as follows:

i. Applicants who are adequately housed will no longer qualify for the housing register, unless they are seeking and are eligible for sheltered housing (as set out in Section 5.2 of the revised Scheme);

ii. Applicants who do not have a local connection with Kettering Borough will not longer qualify for the housing register (as set out in Section 5.3 of the revised Scheme); and  

iii. A final offer of suitable accommodation to households accepted by the Council as statutorily homeless may be made from the private rented sector under new powers granted by the Localism Act 2011 (as set out in Section 6.2 of the revised Scheme), and

(ii) 
authority be delegated to the Head of Housing to bring the remainder of the Scheme into effect on a date to be agreed in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Housing. 



	REASONS
	To exercise the Council's freedom and flexibility as set out in the Localism Act 2011 and enable the Council to better manage its housing waiting list and the letting of social housing stock in the Borough, while still fulfilling the Council's obligations to those deemed to have a 'reasonable preference' under the terms of the Housing Act 1996, by:-

(a) Making best possible use of Council and housing association homes in the Borough.

(b) Better managing applicants' aspirations

(c) Continuing to meet statutory obligations



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	AIDS AND ADAPTATIONS IN COUNCIL ACCOMMODATION

	12.EX.58

	A12/036
	11
	

	SPEAKER
	Councillor Linda Adams



	RESOLVED
	that the draft Aids and Adaptations Policy be adopted. 


	REASONS
	To provide an aids and adaptation service which assists tenants with a disability, and their household members, to live independently in their homes. 

To set out the criteria by which all requests for aids and adaptations to Council properties will be assessed.

To ensure the adaptations process is managed efficiently, effectively and provides value for money. 
To make best use of the Council’s adapted housing stock by ensuring that allocations are made in accordance with need by matching empty adapted homes with families/persons requiring adaptations.
To comply with legal and statutory requirements in relation to the provision of disabled adaptations



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET – BUDGET POLICY AND MONITORING

	12.EX.59

	A12/045
	12(a)
	

	RESOLVED
	That:-
(a)
the Council's Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;

(b)
the current Medium Term Financial Forecast and the progress being made for the delivery of efficiency savings for 2012/13 and future years be noted;

(c)
the significance of changes facing the authority beyond April 2013 continue to be recognised; and
(d)
the summary budget timetable for 2013/14 (as outlined in Appendix A to the report) be noted.



	REASONS
	To note the current Medium Term Financial Forecast and progress being made for the delivery of efficiency savings for 2012/13 and future years.
To note the budget timetable for 2013/14.



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED)

	12.EX.60
	-
	-
	

	RESOLVED
	that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASSET MANAGEMENT – QUEEN STREET CAR PARK, KETTERING

	12.EX.61

	-
	-
	

	RESOLVED
	that a flying freehold be granted as per Option Three of the report on the grounds that Option One did not allow the lessee to viably develop his site.


	REASONS
	The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) provides planning policies for this site.  The site falls within The Silver Street Quarter, and is affected by Policies 7 and SSQ5 of the Plan.
Policy SSQ5 allocates the site for commercial use, with the potential for a hotel/road and junction improvements. Policy 7 proposes road network and junction improvements, replacing the existing one-way operation of Eskdaill Street, Victoria Street and Queen Street with a two-way operation.

The action proposed by this report conforms with the Kettering Town Centre AAP, helping to enable the implementation of policies 7 and SSQ5.



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	Alternative options 1 and 2 are outlined in the report, but the information contained therein is exempt information.
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