B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 4th September 2012
Present:
Councillor Michael Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Freer, Groome, Manns and Mills
12.PP.07
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Dearing, Moreton, Smith and Wiley
12.PP.08
MINUTES 

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 11th July 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
12.PP.09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Hakewill attended the meeting and declared an interest as a private landowner.
12.PP.10
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
12.PP.11
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


Councillor attended the meeting and requested to speak on item 7 and 8 on the agenda.
12.PP.12
NORTH NORTHAMPTOONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY- EMERGING DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION AUGUST 2012
A report was submitted to inform Members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core strategy – Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012.
It was reported that the current Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in June 2008, and covered the period 2001-2012.  The review would extend the period of the Plan to cover the period 2011-2031.  The consultation period for the emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012 would run for 10 weeks from 6th August to 15th October.  The version of the plan would not tackle the issue of Town Centres and retailing, which would be developed beyond a decision on the planning application for a major out-of-town retail proposal at Rushden Lakes.

The main changes being promoted through the review of the Joint Core Strategy were outlined as:
· a more locally distinctive vision

· increased protection for North Northamptonshire’s cultural and environmental assets

· stronger recognition of the importance of the natural environment

· greater emphasis on urban design principles and how places could change for the better

· reduced housing targets that take account of local needs and aspirations and are more realistic

· a more positive and flexible approach to economic development 

· an enhanced role for Rushden, identifying it as a Growth Town

· identification of strategic sites to help deliver new homes, jobs and infrastructure

· providing a framework for locally-driven plans in the rural areas

Given the Government’s promotion for a “bottom up” approach to policy development, and the recent extensive consultation undertaken in preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, it is thought good practice to consider the Council’s response to the Joint Core Strategy in light of the results of the consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD.

It was noted that he Emerging Joint Core Strategy August 2012 would be brought back to committee on 23rd October 2012.

12.PP.13
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – OPTIONS CONSULTATION

A report was submitted to inform Members of the responses to the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) Options Consultation, to note the consultation responses, officers’ comments and summary sheets, which included an indication as to the compliance of Options with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the draft Joint Core Strategy policies.  It also asked for Members to endorse the ‘next steps’ as outlined on the summary sheets and for officers to proceed with the production of Site Specific Proposals LDD.
Councillor Hakewill, speaking as a private landowner, expressed concern about comments made by third parties about the development potential of land in Braybrooke, which had appeared on the consultation website, and which he felt misrepresented what had taken place and what was proposed to take place, and asked that these comments were balanced by a formal response putting the facts of the case.

It was noted that village and town sites would be considered at the next meeting of the Planning Policy Committee being held on 13th September and reports would include a summary of proposals being made.
Councillor left the meeting during discussion of the item.

Councillor Groome arrived at 7.15pm
It was reported that there was significant interest in the consultation and 2,124 comments were received from 482 different consultees including Parish Councils, statutory consultees, residents, local community groups and other interested parties. Officers had since been appraising comments and responding to each comment as well as producing summary sheets, which provide Members with officer comments to each section of the document and a summary of the consultation.  The summary sheets assessed the consistency of Options with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the emerging Joint Core Strategy (JCS) and made recommendations with regards to the ‘next steps’.  

Julia Baish attended the meeting and gave a presentation which set out the key issues raised and the response and next steps of the first eight chapters of the Site Specific Proposals LDD, which were:

· Introduction

· Spatial Portrait, Vision and Outcomes
· Location of Development

· Housing

· Employment

· Town Centres, Retail and Community Facilities

· Natural Environment and Heritage
· Tourism and Leisure

Members discussed each chapter and comments were as follows:

Introduction

No comments

Spatial Portrait, Vision and Outcomes

No comments

Location of Development

Members felt that more text needed to be included in the next version of the document outlining how the Site Specific Proposals LDD and the Joint Core Strategy work together to deliver allocations.

Housing

Members felt that there needed to be flexibility available to allow for using local knowledge and common sense when considering density of developments and living space.

Employment

No comments.
Town Centres, retail and Community Facilities

Members asked that the local thresholds for sequential tests and impact assessments be investigated and brought back to a future meeting.

Natural and Historic Environment

Members requested more detail on maps to show the full picture when making considerations.
Tourism and Leisure

Members felt it was important to maximise the visibility of existing key sites that already attract people.

It was noted that a series of Members Information evening would be held which would provide details on the document.

RESOLVED
(i) members noted the comments received during the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Consultation and the officers responses
(ii) members endorsed the officers approach to proceed with these sections of the Site Specific Proposals LDD

12.PP.14
NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH THROUGH THE REUSE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS: CONSULTATION

A report was submitted to inform members of the Consultation Paper for New Opportunities for Sustainable Development and Growth Through the Reuse of Existing Buildings, and to agree a formal response.

Councillor Hakewill, speaking as a private landowner, made comments on regarding the reuse of agricultural and other buildings.
Officers went through each of the questions and suggested answers included in the response.

RESOLVED
that members noted the consultation on New Opportunities for Sustainable Development and Growth through the reuse of existing buildings, and agreed the response to the consultation.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.55 pm)

Signed …………………………………

Chair
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