Popronn O

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL CUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish Council: ASHLEY

Name of Clerk: Mrs SALLY McKEOWN

1. Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council's (sic) in
the country that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils?

Yes — but it also understands that in 1974 the about-fo-be formed
Kettering Borough Council agreed to its acquisition (at no cost) of
all the capital assets of the smaller Councils and in return would
pay a grant sufficient for the running costs of each Town and
Parish Council in perpetuity. This, it is understood, was the
commencement of grant funding in the Borough.

2. Having read the Executive Commitiee Report and the draft minutes, does you
council understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to
the future of the scheme (the draft minute is produced below for your council)

That:-
i.
ii.
iil.

iv.

the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing
revenue grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be
effective from the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored’

the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report;

Yes, the Council understands that the above is the preferred
option of the Executive Committee, but does not necessarily agree
or accept this view.

3. Please outiine your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred
option.

At the bi-monthly meeting of Ashley Parish Council on August 29%
the following views were expressed by the Council:

That, whist it was understood that Kettering Borough Council was
having its own funding reduced, it is not acceptable that all grant
funding should cease completely; why could grant funding not
continue at a rate commensurate with the Borough’s own funding
level.

The special status given to Kettering Town is not equitable and
allows that electorate, at no extra cost, more and better facilities
than rural parishes the residents of which are now being asked to
pay more for no improvement in services/facilities. The decision



not to explore the investigation of special expenses for Kettering
Town in this review renders the review a ‘non-consultation’.

It is felt that, as Kettering Borough Council are being lauded for
not raising Council Tax in a recession and are receiving
compensatory payments as a result of this from Central
Government, the abolition of grant funding is, in effect, a Council
Tax rise by the back door — what amounts to a tax by the name of
precept still remains a tax.

4. If you Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes,
what other solution would your Council suggest is considered?

a That during the recession, grant funding be continued at a
reduced rate commensurate with the overall percentage decrease
in income experienced by Kettering Borough Council.

Or

b There should be a reduction in Council Tax to rural
residents to compensate for the precept.

5. In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept
that they believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If
Councils still believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided

please?

6. Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would
you be prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others
introduce their local precept?

Not applicable

7. Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept,
what are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

Parish Councils cannot easily or morally persuade their own
electorafe of the rectitude of the additional cost of a precept in
return for no extra services or facilities when it is clear that a
much larger community in the Borough (Kettering Town), which is
the recipient of far superior facilities faces no such additional
cost, entirely at the discretion of the Borough Council.

Ashley Parish Council has had to raise funds to improve village
facilities through private grants and voluntary donations.

It would be a ‘double whammy ‘ to have to pay an amount in
addition to the Kettering Borough council tax for the privilege of
receiving the same services and to have the same need fo raise
private money for improvements when others in the borough, in
more sensitive electoral areas, are making no extra contribution.

8. Any other comments?



ltem 3
TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Parish / Town Councii - BARTON SEAGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL
Name of Clerk - RICHARD REED

Q1 . Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country
 that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

i

j

i Yes Ne
;

-

Q2 J Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council
| understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

!
]

that.-
(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;
(i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year:

(iif) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored;

(iv} the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

Yes

Q3 | Please outline your Council’'s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
A good idea. It will hopefully make the electorate more aware of local issues.
- Whilst most members are opposed to precept it is inevitable that this will be the

outcome and as such steps toward replacing the value of the grant with
precepting will need to be taken




TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 Ifyour Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
~ solution would your Council suggest is considered?

|
i

Q5 | In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

. Unless all borough households are to be levied a precept for Parish/Town
Council functions and the Borough demonstrated that it has lowered its own
demand then this can be carried forward as demonstration to the populous that
' it is not a form of double taxation, however if the Borough cannot do this then
this would be the inevitable conclusion of someone examining the figures they
would be presented with.

Q6 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

local precept?

The Borough should assist with this also as it has an employed staff to help
create and circulate documents to explain its change in the funding system as

! this has not been the route chosen by Councils, it is coming ‘from above’ and

' as grants are being dropped there would be no local funding without additional
- Local Precept for the Parish and Town Councils to carry out this work to an
appropriate level without additional funding and possibly other resouces.

|
i
|
|

Kettering

Borough Council



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

QT Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Pre Precept, what |
_are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

| Ensuring that precept is purely a Parish Council issue, not Council Tax from
KBC.

Most members ran for their seat opposed to Local Precept and thus they will be
~seen as going back on election promised which could well outweigh the
. perception of constructive community project and general relations with the

| populous

Q8 J\hy other comments?
Excellent idea. It will eliminate any thought of unnecessary spending by a
! Parish Council and will require a tight budget unless extra precept raised.

Signed

Print Name Richard Reed

Date 12 October 2012

Email richardreed01@btinternet.com

Date of Council decision and reference 11 October 2012

Minute 12/118

Kettering
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE 19 0¢7 2y

Name of Parish / TewnCouncil - @w&oz\ ASL
Name of Clerk - CrB Cvans (ij C v c.v\g>

| Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country |
§ that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate) :

| ;
Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council i
understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced beiow for your council)?

i
j i Yes =13
i:
|
|

that.-
(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

, (i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is fo cease providing revenue
= grants fo Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored:

1 | (iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the

report.
Yes

! Q3 | Please outline your Council's view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4

If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other |
solution would your Council suggest is considered?
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In previous consuitation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
| believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils stil!
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?
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Q6| Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, wouid you be |
| prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

\ local precept?

A [A

e s s = e,
L

i

Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concem you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE _
| Q8 | Any other comments? i

‘Signed G Coons
PrintName &, EvAnS, Ceelk To Blumlios Asu ‘& i Goonverc
pate /X Ocloles ,9'?@[9\

Email :bf\a(l«p l:ox\cﬁ‘\pofrlgk toonc @ holomac [« com

Date of Council decision and reference ! & Sep r Crifons ol 2.
Mu‘\u(;‘ L 1o 7‘ b

= il m;vc'.u e
Keltering
Borough Council
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|

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012) !
|

|

|

;

QUESTIONNAIRE |
Name of Parish / Town Council - 6(@{45500!(6 IﬂﬂflSH CO[)NC!L

Name of Clerk - E Hﬁ£N€

' Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Councils in the country |
i that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

; No

Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council :
I understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the !
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)? ;
! ]

|

|

! that:-

i
T

(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from

!

f

(i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue §
!

the start of the 2014/15 financial year; |:

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored; ;

(fv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

Q3 | Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option. |
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

. Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other

solutlon would your Council suggest is considered?
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"Q5 ' In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they

| believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
 believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

Q6 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be

 local precept?

! prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

i Q7 Of those Town and Parish Counclls that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what

are the practical issues that m concern you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

o . QUESTIONNAIRE
: Q8 ~Any other comments?

|

t

|

|

i

Sioved ? ( ﬂ e

Print Name '

5 /i[ l’"“{m(\
ate- %) { a | |
Email ["‘/:’)( k o k’}{(}g_{ bb/(/(/f( ¢ ( L()/ f\

Date of Council decision and refererice [ % } }i Z
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Kettering
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Item 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Parish / Town Council - 4u.ﬁ'-~ Zadf wef

Name of Clerk - g“‘;?_ & Q;ﬁé,m

Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Councir's in the country |
: that currently pay grants to n and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate) :
| :

‘ Yes No

J
|
f

Q2 Having read the Executive Commitiee Re

| port and the draft minutes, does your council
- understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the

i
|
i
|
I
].i scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)? |

(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

(i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

* (i) that the investigation of special expenses for Ketfering Town not be
explored;

(v} the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the |
report. |

! _
il ,
e
|

Q3 ; Please outline your Council’'s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option. '
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other |

solutton would your Council suggest is considered?

\7"“ '(M—‘rA
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b -
. Q5 | In previous consultation exercises, “some Councils have raised the concept that they

' believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
' believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

|
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w06 : Of those Town aﬁPansh Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
! prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

| | local precept?

!

Ves.

Q7 "Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
| are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing s0?

i

Borough Council
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

S . QUESTIONNAIRE
. Q8 | Any other comments?

- e ;

|

|

|

' |

| i

!

Sigied*""'““"""' T %‘7 é~ - T
Print Name % QFM'((/O.\

Date igl(p /n,
Email gt y.,.z,@.;,,{—/ oty e

Date of Council decision and reference 01/ wf VI Minacte % je/ nﬁ 6.

Keftering




Mark Dickenson
R o T D S

From: Cranfordcouncil@aol.com
Sent: 12 Ociober 2012 20:28
To: Mark Dickenson
Subject: funding.

Attachments: cpc121001fund.wps

Mark, please find below {corrected from attachment) the response to the Town and Parish Funding document from
Cranford Parish Council. This is a response to 2 circulation of the document to councillors and incorporates there
statements. it will be confirmed in the minutes of the next Parish Council meeting to be held on Wednesday, October

24th.

Peter Quincey,
Parish Clerk, Cranford.

Town and Parish Council Funding 2013/14, and onwards.

DRAFT.

1. The Cranford Parish Council objects to the withdrawal of the annual grant to town and parish councils and also to
the continuing reducing of the amount, as KBC clearly state that the grant is for the purposes of administration. If the
administrative officers of KBC have not had there salaries reduced why should the burden of ‘saving money’ fall on

the town and parish councils.

2. The Parish Council also object to the decision by KBC not to consider a ‘special expense’ on the Kettering Town
tax payers. Bearing in mind the facilities available to Kettering Town residents within the town and the ease of
travelling to them (regular bus services), these residents have a distinct financial advantage over their rural

counterparts.

3. it also objects to the KBC decision not to parish Kettering Town. With most supermarkets within 2 miles of a
Kettering Town resident, they have a distinct advantage over their rural counterparts, who generally will have to travei
five times that distance with extra expense burden that entails.

4. As most villages have lost their Post Offices and shops, there is an additional cost burden for rural residents in
availing themselves of these facilities,

5. To visit any medical services involves far greater travelling and expense than those in the town area.
6. Changing the way Towns and Parishes are funded was not in the Conservative Party manifesto to my knowledge.

7. As Town and Parish Councillors are volunteers and unpaid, perhaps they should be treated as such, Charity and
Volunteer organisations.




' Q1| Were you aware Kettering Borough Coundil is one of the only Council

]
|
i
|
|

i
!
1
!
|

i
|
!
:l
|
L

Q2 | Having read the Executive Committes R

item 3
TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish / Town Council - CPANS LEY
Name of Clerk- Tl i) LAy

; 's in the country |
- that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

g
' Yes _No—
;

eport and the draft minutes, does your council |
- understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
. scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

|
1 j
! that:- |
| |

(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be nhofed;

(i) the Executive Committee’s prefemed option is to cease providing revenue i
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from !
the start of the 2014/15 financial year: i

i
i
!
i
|
1
I
i

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not bef
explored; i

(iv} the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the :
report. |

 Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
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@4 Ifyour Coundil is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other

i

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
'QUESTIONNAIRE

solution would your Council suggest is considered?

-
|
Q5 | I previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they |
believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still :
' believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please? |
|
|
o - |
i
o
l

(36 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
' prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their ;
i local precept? i

v

Q7 Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
. are the practical issues that may concem you in relation to doing so?

W
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q8 Any other comments?

signed = Ad, F 2
Print Name 7/A</rc 1 Lac Y
Date /:9 09 2012

Date of Council decision and reference

1809 2072
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Town Council

Desborough
&3 % &  Clek Mrs Leigh Parkin

Chairman Desborough Town Council: 47 Station Road
Clir Allan Matthews Desborough, Kettering

Northamptonshire
Telephone: 01536 760703 % NN14 2RS

Email: 2jmatthews666@btinternet,
il: ajmatthews ernet.com Telephone: 031536 628816

Email: leigh.parkin@yshoo.co.uk

11® October 2012

Mr M Dickenson

Acting Head of Finance
Kettering Borough Council
Municipal Offices
Bowling Green Road
Kettering NN15 7QX

Dear Mr Dickenson
Re: Town & Parish Council Funding Review 2012

Desborough Town Council (DTC) has met to consider the Town & Parish Council Funding
Review Information Pack sent to all Councillors.

DTC is aware that Kettering Borough Council (KBC) is one of the only Councils in the
country that currently pays grants to Town & Parish Councils. The grant system was
introduced in April 1974 following the re-organisation of Local Government. At this time
Kettering District Council, in agreement with DTC, took over the management of all services
and functions previously undertaken by Desborough Urban District Council, The records
from this period clearly state that DTC was in favour of the levying of a General Rate income
based on a standard of services effective throughout the District, on the assumption that grants
would be made available to all Parish Councils. In January 1974 it was resolved by the
Kettering District Council General Purposes Committee that the District Council reimburse
each Parish Council their net annual expenditure up to a maximum of £2.00 per head of
population. This commitment was not time limited or linked to the level of the core

government grant.

DTC would prefer the existing arrangements, the payment of revenue grants to Town &
Parish Councils, to continue. However, if KBC decide to cease revenue grants then DTC
would expect that all assets transferred under the 1974 agreement be returned to DTC’s
ownership. The Town Council therefore requests a copy of the schedule of all assets
transferred under the 1974 agreement.

In respect of the issue of double taxation DTC believes that this can be dealt with in a number
of ways:
1. The grant system could continue in its current format to cover the running costs of the
Town Council;
2. Kettering Town is parished and does not continue to receive direct funding via the
Borough Council,;
3. The current grant system is abolished with a reduction in council tax payable, equal to
the precept payment needed to fund the DTC running costs, by the Council Tax
payers in Desborough.,

DTC would further request that KBC provide a detailed explanation to Desborough residents

justifying why their annual Town Council precept payment will increase with no reduction in
Council Tax or discernible increase in the services provided should these reforms be

Page 1 of 2



implemented. This is exacerbated by the fact that other residents of the borough who live in
unparished areas will experience no such increase under these reforms.

DTC is happy to work with Kettering Borough Council to provide a fair and equitable
solution fo this funding issue. Thank you for your consideration of the above issues and we
look forward to your prompt response.

Yours sincerely
L Parkin

Mrs Leigh Parkin
Clerk, on behalf of Desborough Town Council

Page 2 of 2



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish / Town Councilg- DirrgIgT/"

Name of Clerk -~ john Strutt

Qi1

Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country that currently
pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate}

Yes Ne

Q2

Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council understand
the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the scheme (the draft minute

is reproduced below for your council)?
that:-
(i) the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

(ii) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue grants to Town and
Parish Councils and that this would be effective from the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(iif) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be explored;
(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the report.
Q3

Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option,

Dingley Parish Council (DPC) suggests the changes should be phased over a longer period to avoid
a 'big bang’ change, possibly over 3-5 years.

There appears to have been no review of Parish costs to ook to reduce these, e.g. centralisation of
Clerk services, consolidation of insurance requirements, etc. This, we believe, Is a major oversight

and a missed opportunity.



Q4

If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other solution
would your Council suggest is considered?

The Borough Council pays for the ‘fixed costs’ associated with the running of a Parish Council such
as Clerks salary, insurance premiums, audit services, etc. DPC also believes that these services
should be provided by the Borough Council. This would leave the Parish Councils to raise only
discretionary funds based on local needs and will avoid any accusation that the Council Tax Payers
are being charged twice. The net cost for the whole Borough would be less.

Qs

In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they believe there is
an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. if Councils still believe that this is an issue, could

further details be provided below please?
Yes it is an issue, unless the Borough’s proportion of the Council Tax is reduced.

Qb6

Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be prepared to help
provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their local precept?

Yes.

Q7

Of those Town and Parish Councifs that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what are the practical
issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

Management of a budget 18 months in advance of the spend, communication costs with
Parishioners to ensure local support for the proposed budget.

Qs
Any other comments?

Signed Jolyon Ingham
Print Name Mr Jolyon Ingham
Date 80ct12

Email Jolyon.ingham@talk21.com



Mark Dickenson

From: Sharon Goddard {sgoddard_3454@hotmail.com]

Sent: 12 October 2012 20:18

To: Mark Dickenson

Ce: markrowley85@gmail.com

Subject: [SPAM] Town and Parish Council funding
Importance: Low

- Geddington Newton & Little Qakley object to the withdrawal of a Grant system on the grounds that it does
not represent an equitable system between the town and rural areas.

This can only be explained by example: The problem with the proposed new system is that since the
Borough Council are not considering making the town a Parish then residents gain all the benefits from the

Council tax without any precept but in rural areas residents have to pay for those benefits.

In Geddington, for example, the Parish Council had to precept to help to fund the new Play Area in the
Recreation Field, the installation of a new footpath to the Youth Club, as well as ongoing maintenance of
the Recreation Field fence. If Kettering bad installed new play equipment in say, the North Park area, then
this would have been paid for and maintained by the Borough Council at no additional cost to the
ratepayers. This would suggest that rural areas are being faced with double taxation for services that would

be inclusive of Council tax in the town.

Please could you pass on these comments to the Committee concemed.

Regards

Sharon Baker
Parish Clerk



- ltem 3
TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (201 2)
QUESTIONNAIRE L
Name of Parish / Tewn Council - G277 VA3 LAIDERLTTRD
Name of Clerk-  MANZIA-N) SEXTDAJ

N

1 Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council's in the country
that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

Yes -3

Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council
understand the Executive Commitiee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your coungcil)?

that:-

(i) the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:
- i
(i) the Executive Commitlee’s preferred option is to cease- providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from

the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(iii) that the investigation of special expenses for .Kettering Town not be
explored; -

(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

-

Yes:

»

Q3 | Please outline your Council's view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option. '
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 | If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other

solution would your Council suggest is considered?

LovTinue A= FPemsenT,

Q5

!

In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
pelieve there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below piease?
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Q6

Of those Town an;i Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

local precept? -

Nor Ceeyang

"Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Q8 | Any other comments?
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Date 2 Sepda~hes=aot2
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Date of Council decision and reference
1R Sepdonks 2002

2012~ Septo (1)
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tem 3
TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish / Tewn-Council - H\ & FI’C"\E,,V <~
Name of Clerk- Mas. Beloy wlesk

. Q1 ' Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Gouncil’s in the country |
- that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

Q3

- Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council

understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

|

that:-

Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.

j We ave Q (’:\_:\J Vi \\che + el e aalase
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(7))  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

(i}  the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(fii) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored;

(iv} the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the :
report, .

|
Yes ii
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
so!utlon would your Council suggest is considered?

Sbj [ @ N -  ore

Q5 in previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
| belleve there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. if Councils still
j ; believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

Q6 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

local precept?

N. A

Q7 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
' are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

'H/ is fgod' SCM{::\QF Sr—;; _%Oﬁ O e o

 Kettering
Borough Council




TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

o o QUESTIONNAIRE
- Q8 : Any other comments?
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Item 3
TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Parish / Town Council - Loddington Parish Council
Name of Clerk - Jo Moore

Q1 Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council's in the country |
that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate) =

Yes No ’

i' Q2 Having read the Executive Commitiee Report and the draft minutes, does your council '
' - understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

 that-

()  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

(i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
L grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from |
: the sfart of the 2014/15 financial year;

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not beg
explored; E

! : (iv) the consultation amrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the ;
‘- j report. §
!

'A | Yes the Council does understand.
o
Q3 ' Please outline your Council’s view on the 'Executiv'e Committee’s pfeférred option. !
A i As a Council we strongly oppose the preferred option. We believe KBC is pianning to
reduce its costs and transfer them to the households of Towns and Parishes. i

We are concemed that for Loddington Parish Council to have the same funds that we '
receive from the grant our villagers will have to pay more council tax. The total amount
of grant given to Town and Parishes in 2012 was £88,490 which is equal to £2.83 on |
the council tax for every household in the borough. If Loddington had to raise the grant !
amount by precept it would cost every household £12.93. We realise that Kettering !
Town residents are in effect subsidising outlying towns and parishes, but we believe
they are compensated by receiving far more from the KBC services and expenditure,

We also believe the nature of the role of the Parish Council and Clerk will change. The
Councif will become very accountable to the village which will increase workloads and

costs.

i

T Ketfterineg



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
 QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Execufive Committee proposes, what other
solution would your Council suggest is considered?

A Our preferred arrangement would be to stay with the current grant system.

- Our second favoured option would be where small Council's stay with the grant
. system, while larger Council's use a precept system. In 2009 this was offered as the

. Hybrid System.

- Q5 ' In previous consuitation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they

believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

mmm et m b e am i

A We do not believe this is an issue. If a precept system is chosen we would want to see
that our villagers are paying £2.83 less on their council tax bills (our current grant ;

amount).

£

|

1

3 :
!

i

Qé i Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, wouid you be
: - prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their |

local precept?
A NA

i
1
!

- Q7 - Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so? 1

‘A Anincreased workload for the Clerk budgeting accurately for a precept. This wouid
result in an increase in hours and therefore cost to the Council. i
More work for the Council agreeing a consensus of the budget within the village.

This changes the nature of the job of a Councillor as the role moves from volunteering
to being very accountable. The new responsibilities will create extra work and may
discourage villagers from taking on the role.

Kettering



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

. QUESTIONNAIRE

Q8 Any other comments?

Print Name: Joanna Moore
Date: 24" September 2012
Emazil: clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk

Date of Council decision and reference: 19t September 2012, Item 9.

Keffering



LODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

69 Harrington Road

Loddington

Kettering

B, NN14 1JZ

2 b Bl .1_ Lt T: 01536 710646
leddmpgton | M: 07742 664604

clerk.loddington.pc@hotmail.co.uk

24" October 2012

Dear Mr Dickinson
Town and Parish Council Funding Review 2012

Loddington Parish Council would like to reiterate its total opposition to the proposal
on Town and Parish Funding which was submitted for consultation in August.

The issue here is that Kettering Borough Council is choosing to save itself £88,490
(today’s values) at the expense of households in Towns and Parishes, who will face
a significant increase in Council Tax from the resultant precept.

The grant is meant to cover the basic costs of operating the Parish Council and
despite the recent cuts; Loddington's £2820 still makes a vital contribution. We have
chosen to fund our projects through local fundraising rather than using a precept. We
would need to levy a precept of £12.93 per Band D household to recover our present
grant. We see this increase in local tax to be totally unacceptabie.

We note from para 3.7 of your paper to the Executive on 18th July that you dismiss
the introduction of a Special Expense on the basis that it "...would result in a real
cash amount of Council Tax that residents pay...". You seem to have overiooked this
outcome when suggesting that Towns and Parishes recover their grant sum from
their own households.

Our discussions with other Towns and Parishes in the Borough have revealed none
who is in accord with your proposal. We hope therefore that the Executive will take
note of these objections and look to other ways of saving money from their budget.

Yours sincerely

Jo Moore
Clerk to Loddington Parish Council

cc. Russell Roberts, Alison Wiley, Jonathan Bullock, lan Jelley, Jim Hakewill



Item 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE {’Z::‘:nf‘ BOROUCH COUNCEL E
£, f :
. M !,DV(; f
Name of Parish / Fop 1Cqunc:|l _ j’ﬁ: I8 ] ¢ 4 SEP 161 E,
_ 3 i / -{np : ] '
Name Of c‘|erk ¥ ’ ;y\ a: e i ';%?jz'fs.?zﬁﬁﬂi 5‘

Q1 Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the onlvV-E8TRETS in the country
that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

Yes No

Q2 Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council
understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?
that:-

(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

(i} the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from :
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Ketlering Town not be
explored;

(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

o understand Gihawgh co nct agree

Q3 Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
solutlon would your Council suggest is considered?
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Q5 In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
helieve that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?
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Q6 Of those Town and Parish Coungils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their
local precept?

N0 - 0NY foiseet Aeceot 4o provcle o
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Q7 Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

/
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Q8 Any other comments?
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ltem 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Pariehr/ Town Council -  (SSTW WISLL
Name of Clerk - CARIY N Ackd-.

Q1 Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council's in the country
that currently pay grants to Town and Parigh Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

Yes He
FUSE CoogrtuNG LETTHR O ™ gy A AUE et ot
Q2 Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council
understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?
that:-
() the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;
(i) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is fo cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councifs and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Ketfering Town not be
explored;

(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

“es

Q3 Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
solution would your Council suggest is considered?
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Q5 In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?
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Q6 Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their
local precept?

N A

Q7 Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q8 Any:other comments?
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ROTHWELL TOWN COUNCIL

Market House, Market Hill,
Rothwell, Northamptonshire NN14 6BW

Tel: (01536) 713252 Clerk:
Email: rothwell.council@gmail.com Mrs C E Mackay
T 15 Desborough Road
Your Ref: ROTHWELL
Northamptonshire
Our Ref: NN14 6JG
Tol: (01536) 711086
13th September 2012
Mark Dickinson
Acting Head of Finance
Kettering Borough Council
Bowling Green Road
Kettering
NN15 7QX
Dear Mr Dickinson

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW 2012

Thank you for your letter of 17th August 2012, enclosing the Report on the Town and Parish
Council Funding Review currently being carried out. This matter was considered by
Rothwell Town Council at its Meeting held on 11th September 2012,

The first item in the Background paragraph in the Executive Report for the Meeting on 18th
July 2012 refers to the fact that Kettering is one of the only Councils in the Country which
continues to provide ongoing revenue support to Town and Parish Councils through annual
grant payments, whereas other areas raise a precept. The first section of the Questionnaire
also refers to this issue and asks whether each Council is aware of this fact. Rothwell Town
Council has always been aware of this and it is an unfortunate omission that neither the
Members of the Executive Committee nor apparently the Borough Officers are aware of the
‘reason for this situation as follows.

When preparing for Re-organisation in 1974 there was agreement between the representatives
of the Borough Council of Kettering about to be formed and all the then Urban District and
Parish Councils in the area that the new Kettering Borough Council would acquire (at no cost)
all the capital assets of the smaller Councils and in return Kettering would pay a grant
sufficient for the running costs of each Town and Parish Council in perpetuity. Kettering
cannot now unilaterally decide to opt out of the contract made nearly forty years ago and
leave the Town and Parish Councils with nothing. Therefore if the Executive Committee
decides to go ahead and cease providing revenue grants they will have to return ownership of
all the capital assets, such as playing fields, cemeteries and other land and property received
in 1974, to the Town and Parish Councils and pay rent for all of these. Perhaps we could
have a copy of the schedule of these assets handed over in 1974

Continued.....



Rothwell Town Council 13th September 2012

Paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Executive Report state that there are no policy implications or use
of resources consequences from a decision to cease the grants, but if the Borough Council was
to renege on the 1974 agreement it is believed this would affect both the existing Borough
policy in this respect and their use of resources in having to pay rent for land and property
which the Borough now has free of charge.

Rothwell Town Council, with the other Parishes, has already taken the largest share of

‘reduction in resources and therefore the Town Council has decided that the funding grant to
Rothwell should remain the same from 1st April 2013 as it is for 2012-13, and thereafter to
rise by the level of inflation for the preceding year. We are not able to continue to exist with
any further cuts in the grant. If the Borough does need to find additional savings Rothwell
Town Council suggests you could reduce the grants paid to Members, and also the salaries
paid to all the Chief Officers, including the Chief Executive and his three Deputies, especially
as none of the Officers understood the 1974 agreement or advised the Members of the
Borough Executive Committee of this contract.

As to the issue of double taxation, the request made at the previous review was actually that
no change should take place unless the Parishes in the town of Kettering were also given their
own Councils and therefore no longer received direct support from the Borough Council. If
this was not done Rothwell residents would feel that they would have te pay extra Council
Tax but receive fewer resources than people living in Kettering.

It would be appreciated if copies of my letter could be circulated to all the Members of
Kettering Borough Council as well as the A6 Towns Forum and the Rural Forum.

Yours sincerely

Carolyn Mackay - Clerk
Rothwell Town Council

cC: Cllr Alison Wiley, Portfolio Holder
Clir Russell Roberts, Leader
Cllr Ian Jelley
Clir Alan Mills
Clir Margaret Talbot
‘David Cook, Chief Executive
Martin Hammond, Deputy Chief Executive
Sue Lyons, Head of Democratic & Legal Services



tem 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Parish / Town Council - RUSHTON PARISH COUNCIL YT

LR

Name of Clerk — RICHARD REED

Q1! Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Councif's in the country |
. that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

] Yes No ;
- Some Members are unaware of this situation. !

Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draff mirn utes, does your council |
: | understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in refation to the future of the
: scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

that-

f
b

()  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

() the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue !
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year; i

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Ketfering Town not beé
explored; |

(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the i
report. |

Generally yes but (iii) requires clarification.

i |

|
i
l' Pleese outline your Council's view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option. !

Q3
A |

3
] '

' Personelly | am not in favour of a precept. |

Itis wrong to deny Parish Councils the funding that is already being raised for
our benefit from our residents. There would need to be a reduction in the Rates :
for villages and parishioners to balance any requirement to raise a levy. Our
people are effectively being taxed twice if we are to raise a levy.

Kattarine



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 Ifyour Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
solution would your Council suggest is considered? 5

Continued grant scheme as this appears to work well.

You are already collecting the Rate from our people and we accept that the
. grant is being scaled down in line with the governments funding rules. There is
' no need to change anything with the cwrent arrangements and you are simply
. plundering our grants.

1
i
i
|
i
1

Q5 In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still .
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please? !

|
' As no reduction in council tax will be given then this is evidently a form of
 “double taxation”.

If there is to be a local precept to be divided befween the households in the
Parish, this will mean that they are paying more than the residents of Kettering
but having a poorer service from KBC. That is what | would understand by
double taxation.

- Rural parishioners already pay a higher proportion of the taxation than the

' towns. Our Grant has always been a part of that taxation (Rate). Therefore if we
have to raise a levy then we are paying twice. You will need to reduce Rural
rates to make the position fair.

Q6 Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would yoube -
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their .
local precept?

N/A

1€ cttavivier



TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Q7 " Of those Town and Parish Gouncils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concem you in relation to doing so?
This would be highly unpopular amongst parishioners judging by local opinion
and would result in certain higher taxation and the possibility of Parish Councils -
_being disbanded. ‘

| Selling the concept to the residents.
More work for the Parish Council than the current system.

Our people are already paying more than Kettering residents but for a lesser
service. To have to raise a levy would be wrong and an insult to our people.

G8 " Any other comments?
The manner in which this matter has been brought to the Executive is almost »
fraudulent. The Rural Forum did not ask the Executive to discuss this matteras

it was not an issue that needed debating. The current Grant arrangements i
should not be changed. '

Signed

Print Name Richard Reed

Date 9 May 2012

Email richardreed01@btinternet.com

Date of Council decision and reference Proposed by Clir. Hooton and seconded
by Ciir. Abraham via e-mail 08.10.12 (Tc be ratified at the next meseting).

K aftarimer



Town & Parish Council Funding Review {2012)
Questionnaire

Name of Parish: Stoke Aibany Parish Council
Name of Clerk: Mrs Leigh Parkin

Qi

Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country that
currently pay grants to Town & Parish Councils?

Yes

Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your Council
understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation te the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

that:-
(i} The position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

(i) The Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue grants to
Town & Parish Councils and that this would be effective from the start of
2014/15 financial yeor;

{iii) That the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town ot be explored;
{iv) The consultation arrangements be agreed as outlines in section 4 of the report.

Stoke Albany Parish Council notes the Executive Committee’s preferred option, however,
Kettering Borcugh Council (KBC) is asked to provide the following information:

A list of councils, of which KBC is aware, that do not parish or special expense their town
centres;

A copy of the 1974 agreement between :BC and Town/Parish Councils which gave rise to
the existing grant arrangements and the conditions agreed at that time.

Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.

Stoke Albany Parish Council disagrees with the Executive Committee’s preferred option
((if) above) and wishes to keep the status quo.

Qs

If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other
solution would your Council suggest?

Stoke Albany Parish Council suggests that the current grant system broadly stays as it is
but to narrow the bands of increase with a larger base figure.

In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they believe
there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. if Counclls still believe that this is
an issue, could further details be provided below please?

Stolie Albany Parish Council still believes that ‘double taxation’ is an issue. At present




Counclil Tax is levied to incorporate the Town & Parish funding. If precepts are to be the
only form of Town & Parish Council funding then the present Council Tax charge from KBC
should be lowered to the Council Tax payers in the Parishes and Towrs by the amount
presently paid by way of a grant to each Council, In Stoke Albany’s case this would be 2
reduction in Council Tax of £18,80 per househoid (£2820 / 150 - current year figures).
This situation can only be overcome if Kettering Town is parished and & precept is levied
on the residents of Kettering Town in line with all other Towns and Parishes within the

Borough.

Q6

Of those Town & Parish Councils that already raise a local precept, would you be prepared
to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their local precept?

Stoke Albany Parish Council does not currently raise a local precept.

Q7

Of those Town & Parish Councils that do not raise a local precept, what are the practical
Issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?

See answer to Q5. Stoke Albany Parish Council has also raised concern that 2 number of
Town & Parish Councillors may “stand down’ if the Executive Committee unilaterally
abolishes grant funding. Town & Parish Councillors are volunteers who currently have &
responsibility to residents within thelr parish to cost-effectively spend both the grant
received from KBC on the running costs of the CouncH and any precept raised for
developments identified within the Town/Village as agreed locaily. Stoke Albany Parish
Counclilors cannot justify tc their parishioners the introduction of 2 precept to cover the
running costs of the Council when there is no discernible increase in services provided
and this is clearly not the case for residents of the Borough that live in unparished areas.
For example, residents in Kettering Town would not be required to make a precept
payment as the Borough Council manage the affairs for the Town paid for by residents
across the whole Borough through their Councdil Tax,

Q8

Any other comments?

Stoke Albany Parish Council believes that, as with all Principal Authorities, KBC is either
looking to reduce costs and/or raise more money. In order to ensure that KBC Is seen not
to increase Council Tax it has identified a reduction in cests through the abolition of Town
& Parish Council funding. Residents of the towns and parishes will then experience an
Increase in costs through a loczl precept to make up for this shortfall. This can only be fair
and acceptable if the residents of unparished areas are also required to pay a
precept/special expense for a proportionate amount of money. To achieve the above
Kettering Town needs to be parished and deal with its own affairs and Kettering Borough
Councll needs to be reorganised to deal with Borough-wide affairs.

Stoke Albany Parish Council is happy to work with KBC to provide a fair and equitable
solution to this funding issue.




Fao Mark Dickenson 142 October 2012
Town and Parish Funding Review

Dear Mark

I'have read the document and believe it adds very little to earlier documents on the
subject .

Firstly let me say that I am not against precepting in principle providing it is applied
fairly across all council tax payers across the entire Kettering BC area. This is where I
find the current proposals unacceptable , the decision not to apply a precept or a
special expense to residents of Kettering town leaves the village residents in an unfair
position compared with the town. The Government has announced that council tax
will be frozen again next year but for residents of Sutton Bassett the real situation is
that they will see their council tax increase by around £21.30 ( for an average D band
property ) or put another way 1.6% increase on their council tax with no additional
benefits related to this increase . This increase is even more stark when one considers
it relates only to the Kettering BC element , in fact this give a figure of over 10%
increase for no change in services .

T accept that at the present time KBC cannot increase its council tax level but T think
this should apply to all residents and deplore KBC’s decision to use a loop hole in the
legislation , related to precepts in parish councils, by in practice saving £88,490 at the
expense of village residents.

You ask in your questionnaire what other solution would Parish Councils propose , [
will return to my original statement , I am not against precepting in principle ,
however [ believe in the current climate it is unreasonable to implement the proposed
fundamental change . I strongly urge the Council to delay the proposed change and to
introduce when conditions permit a full review of funding to include either precepting
the town or introducing a special expense as I understand other Borough Councils do

in the area,

Yours sincerely

Bemard Rengger
Chair to Sutton Bassett parish meeting



ftem 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of Parish / Town Council - WA Yy T2
Name of Cl;rk - H% A DTN

Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country
. that currently pay grants fo Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

No

1

N
I Q2 ' Having read thengecutive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council

understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
| scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)? j

: that:-

| (i}  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

| (ii) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is to cease providing revenue
, grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from |
! the start of the 2014/15 financial year; |

{

. (fij) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored;

! (iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
' report.

- NES

Q3 , Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

'QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 If your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other =
: - solution would your Council suggest is considered? E

i
i
|
I

Q5 | In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
| believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

e

Q6 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

local precept?

Q7 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what
are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

' Q8 ' Any other comments? e e
56&)44& N wE AE ARLEe T Nagr Ok
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?
|

A\
Signed v/"

Print Name "S S Cov o 1
Date \D\ \C:\ g
Email

Date of Council decision and reference \c;\ {D\ \2_

Kettering



Item 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish / Fowm-Council -~ WIEEWLET 11807239
Name of Clerk- M A@LAN £exTo A

i Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Council’s in the country
that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? (please delete as appropriate)

Yes Ne-

l A’réco\mw mg_}\j L’:%ww

Q2 ! Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council
understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

that:-

(i) the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted;

(i) the Executive Committee's preferred option is to cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

% (i) that the' investigation of special ‘expenses for Kettering Town not be
‘ explored;

| (iv) the co;sultation arrangements bé agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
report.

Tes «

.-

=

Q3 | Please outline your Council’s view on the Executive Commlttee s preferred option.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE B
Q4 [ if your Council is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other |
I solution would your Council suggest is considered?

/

r

f

|

Q5 | in previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
believe there is an issue_relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still ,
| believe that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please? i

i

i

- : !

;

b

i

i

!

- H

: !
| |
# i l

Q6 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be
prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their !

! local precept?

I
{ .
! 3
i

Q7 | Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what |
: are the practical issues that may concem you in relation to doing so?

H

i
: |
! i

H

Kettering
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k TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

- QUESTIONNAIRE
| Q8 ; Any other comments?

: | |
b ;

_ We noted that the Counci's proposal, to remove Grants, does not take into account the current situation
wherewecumiautemmughCmﬂTaxbmemwmm Mswstmyd:mgemﬂdmt-

" We also noted that as recently as 2009, Hmmmmsedanddebahdbyalamenapﬂyofpms

rejecting the change-
,;mmmmmemmdmmmNmm particularly safegurads

- -

Signed  [Morwae W oo -
PrintName MARIAKN K. SEXTON)

" pate O Oclober 2012
Email kQItLoN\GJ‘IMoS'QKl'G'%e Lt(n{umj o COwA |

Date of Council decision and reference

2 Oclober 2012 ”
Zz@) 20 D.— Octon



Item 3

TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)
QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of Parish / F6WATCouncil - \WEZ3Tamara ~ BY ~ wELLAD

Name of Clerk - . V. SHACS

. Q1 | Were you aware Kettering Borough Council is one of the only Councirs in the country |

! that currently pay grants to Town and Parish Councils? {please delete as appropriate)

[
i

i] Yes

| . ]

]
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
‘!
;

Q2 | Having read the Executive Committee Report and the draft minutes, does your council

Q3 ; Please outline your Council's view on the Executive Committee’s preferred option.

| understand the Executive Committee’s preferred option in relation to the future of the
' scheme (the draft minute is reproduced below for your council)?

i
i

| that:- |
(i)  the position in respect of the current grant arrangements be noted:

(if) the Executive Committee’s preferred option is fo cease providing revenue
grants to Town and Parish Councils and that this would be effective from
the start of the 2014/15 financial year;

(i) that the investigation of special expenses for Kettering Town not be
explored;

(iv) the consultation arrangements be agreed as outlined in section 4 of the
i report.
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Q4 | If your Coundil is not in favour of what the Executive Committee proposes, what other

i
i

|
|
|

solutlon would your Council suggest is considered?

N

051 In previous consultation exercises, some Councils have raised the concept that they
' believe there is an issue relating to ‘double taxation’ in their area. If Councils still
beheve that this is an issue, could further details be provided below please?

“T-e CLLI@@&' CO\..&-'\.:_J ‘ ’f‘c\&
d\t\—\c,u 1 s u~dw staons
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N2

Q6 ; Of those Town and Parish Councils that already raise a Local Precept, would you be

 prepared to help provide practical advice and assistance to help others introduce their

; local precept?

N A

Q7 Of those Town and Parish Councils that do not currently raise a Local Precept, what

are the practical issues that may concern you in relation to doing so?
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TOWN & PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW (2012)

L L QUESTIONNAIRE
. Q8 Any other comments?

|

!

|

| | /
|

|

|

O e

Prini Name MRS . T\ <4 AW

Date <% (cql 2o
Email -Po__\lggp @.]w% \«M . gq.«aﬁ" Co. U |<

Date of Council decision and reference
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Wilbarston Parish Council

Chairman Clerk

Councillor Nick Richards Mrs Leigh Parkin

3 Weinahr Close 55 Union Street

Wilbarston Desborough

Leicestershire Northamptonshire

LE16 8QX NN14 2RH

Tel 01536 770351 Tel 01536 506021
wilbarston. clerk@yahoo.co.uk

11* October 2012

Mr M Dickenson

Acting Head of Finance

Kettering Borough Council

Municipal Offices

Bowling Green Road

Kettering NN15 7QX

Dear Mr Dickenson

Re: Town & Parish Council Funding Review 2012

Wilbarston Parish Council considered the Town and Parish Council Funding Consultation at
its meeting on 11 October 2012 and resolved to respond to the questionnaire as follows:

Question 1

“Yes’ to the question as put, but we are also aware that Kettering Borough Council is one of
only a few in the counhyinwhichtheccxm-altownisncitherpaﬁshednordecmedto carry a
special expense. We submit that historically the grant system was adopted as an alternative to
either town centre parishing or a special expense regime and that it shoyld not be removed

without being replaced by either of the other ons.

Question 2
We understand, but disagree with (iti) for the reason given in response to Question 1.

Question 3
We are wholly opposed to the preferred option which, if implemented, would put residents of

rural parishes at a financia) disadvantage by comparison with their town equivalents, It
appears to be widely accepted elsewhere in the country that those living in rural situations
choose to forego, at least partly, the benefits of the town centre and understand that when they
do make use of them there will be an additional expense for transport and parking, For this
reason, whatever the local detail giving rise to the situation, total council tax tends to be lower
in rural communities than in towns - this is evidenced by studying the charges in the
surrounding authorities of Harborough, Daventry, Wellingborough, East Northants and South
Kesteven. There will always be exceptions, but in a village if this is due to a local project or
significant service the cost will be understood and thus ‘owned’ by the community.



Wilbarston Parish Council

little consequence, but Kettering has a large number of outlying communities and we would
be sorry to see it go down that route.

Question 4
The most straightforward course would be to leave the current system in place, without

farther reductions, until other mooted changes in local authority funding have to be addressed.

An option would be to regard the current total paid in grants as the ’special expense’ on the
unparished town centre and reduce the council tax levied by the Borough Council on smaller
town and parish houscholds by a similar amount in such a way as to allow the towns and

parishes to recoup their lost grants by precepting. This would not be straightforward but
would result in no net change for the Barough Council’s finances and no increase in total tax

paid by any resident.

Question 5

If it is accepted that Town and Parish councils provide a service to their parishioners, then in
the unparished area this service is being provided by the Borough Council and funded by all

of us. Rural households are therefore paying for the service provided by their parish council
as well as for the same service being provided to others by the Borough Council.

Question 6
We do, and we should.

Question 7
Not applicable.

Thark you for your consideration of the above issues and we look forward to your prompt
response.

Yours sincerely
L Parkin

Mrs Leigh Parkin
Clerk, on behalf of Wilbarston Parish Council

20f2



