
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 2nd June 2008

Present:
Councillor Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Civil, Dearing, C Groome, Lamb, Titcombe and Wiley 

08.PP.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Freer, S Lynch and Watts.  It was noted that Councillor Adams was acting as a substitute for Councillor Watts and Councillor Dearing was acting as substitute for Councillor S Lynch.

08.PP.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1st May 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the following amendments: -

07.PP.39 - it was agreed that the minute should state that Mr Paul Ansell was a member of the Kettering Civic Society.

07.PP.40 - it was agreed that the minute should state that Mr Paul Ansell was a member of the Kettering Civic Society.

08.PP.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

08.PP.04
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


Councillor Derek Zanger was present at the meeting and indicated that he wished to speak to the Committee in respect of Item 6 on the agenda under the terms of the Councils ‘Right to Speak’ policy.

08.PP.05
BURTON LATIMER AREA ACTION PLAN (ITEM 6)

A report was submitted to update members on progress being made on development plan preparation at Burton Latimer and to agree a way forward for the production of plan policies at the town.

It was reported that since undertaking the Shaping Burton Latimer consultation early in October 2007, a number of factors had influenced the potential nature and scope of the proposed Area Action Plan.  Furthermore, the delay in the publication of the revised regulations, as noted at the committee of 1st May 2008, resulted in the Council being unable to produce, at present, the Public Participation Stage document that was agreed by members.

The inspectors report on the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy provided certainty that 700 dwellings should be the quantum of development required at Burton Latimer in the period 2001-2021.  Assuming that the Higham Road application is allowed commitments for this quantum of development been reached and indeed exceeded.  Accordingly the development plan that covered Burton Latimer would not be required to allocate land for housing development and focus would instead be needed on setting out the vision and detailed policies for the development, regeneration and planned growth of the town.

It was proposed that the policy preparation for Burton Latimer would be undertaken as part of the Site Specific  Development Plan Document and it was anticipated that the first iteration of the document, the public participation stage if the new regulations were enacted, would be subject to public consultation at the end of 2008.

Members expressed concern regarding the development of two sites in Burton Latimer likely to be allowed on appeal which had brought the number of dwellings above the quantum of development required.  They felt it was important that development of land around junction 10 and the proposed junction 10A of the A14 should be looked at jointly for Kettering East, Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer and how the communities would relate to each other, particularly in relation to services like schools and infrastructure.

Councillor Derek Zanger addressed the meeting and expressed concern that the Council were no longer going ahead with the Area Action Plan and felt it would be wrong to turn down applications for housing with infrastructure.  

After further discussions it was felt that it would be appropriate to contact Northamptonshire County Council to discuss their safer routes to schools programme in relation to Burton Latimer specifically.  

It was

RESOLVED
that (i) members note the content of the 
report and subject to the introduction 
of the new regulations, progress be 
made in preparing the public 
participation document for the Site 
Specific Development Plan 
Document in late 2008; and 



(ii) future planning applications for 
further significant residential 
development at Burton Latimer be 
resisted as being contrary to the 
Core Spatial Strategy policy of 
focusing development at growth 
towns; and



(iii) policy development issues in 
relation to Kettering East and land to 
the south of junctions 10 and 10a of 
the A14 include consideration of 
employment, leisure and public 
service issues for Burton Latimer and 
Barton Seagrave

08.PP.06
KETTERING BORUGH PPG17 ASSESSMENT AND OPEN SPACE SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT

A report was submitted to inform members of the content of the completed PPG17 Open Space Assessment.  The report also requested members approval of the findings of the study in terms of the quantitative and qualitative assessments undertaken and agree it as part of the evidence base for the Open Space Supplementary Planning Document.  The report also recommended that the draft Open Space Supplementary Document (SPD) be agreed for consultation and final editing of the draft SPD and Sustainability Appraisal be delegated to the Head of Development Services in consultation with the chair of the Planning Policy Committee.

It was reported that the draft open space standards had informed the content of planning policy consultation documents such as the Preferred Options for the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan; and the Issues and Options Report for Kettering Town Centre and Urban Extensions Area Action Plans (2006). Draft standards within these documents were taken from the findings of the PPG17 Study for Kettering Borough as it was being undertaken by PMP Consultants, and presented to Development Services periodically.

Having finalised the report in 2007, Development Services had since been working with Community Services and Customer Services and Information to make the audit more meaningful and applicable by utilising its findings as part of an Open Space Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).

It was noted that the PPG17 audits form the evidence base for Local Planning Authorities to maximize the use of planning obligations and ensure that new residential development provided suitable facilities for residents. Furthermore, the PPG17 audit and recommendations provided the justification for seeking off-site contributions, and thereby represented a means of remedying local deficiencies in the quantity or quality of open space, sports and recreational provision.

It was reported that the draft Open Space Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and Sustainability Appraisal would be published for consultation for a six-week period. The broad arrangements for this consultation, consistent with the Statement of Community Involvement, were agreed by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on the 29 June 2006. This would include posting the draft SPD on the Kettering Borough Council website, placing copies in the borough council offices and libraries; and notifying all parties registered on the Planning Policy consultation database. The responses to the consultation and the final SPD would be reported to committee on 16 September 2008.
After discussions it was

RESOLVED
that 
(i) members approved the findings 
of the study and agreed it as part of 
the evidence base for the Open 
Space Supplementary Planning 
Document; and


(ii) that the draft Open Space 
Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) be agreed for consultation; 
and


(iii) that all references to pathways
 are inclusive of pedestrians and 
cyclists where appropriate; and



(iv) that final editing of the draft 
SPD and Sustainability Appraisal 
be delegated to the Head of 
Development Services in 
consultation with the Chair of the 
Planning Policy Committee.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

Planning Policy No. 

(02.06.08)


