
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 2nd July 2008

Present:
Councillor Freer (Chair)


Councillors Civil, C Groome, Lamb, S Lynch, Tebbutt, Titcombe, Watts and Wiley
Also Present:
Councillor Bayes
08.PP.07
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2nd June 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair 

08.PP.08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
08.PP.09
EAST KETTERING STRATEGIC DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT
A report was submitted which sought approval to undertake public consultation on the draft East Kettering Strategic Design Supplementary Planning Document.
Mr Chris Nelson of Kettering Liberal Democrats addressed the Committee under the Council’s Right to Speak policy.

Mr Nelson stated that he welcomed the detailed consultation at a wide range of venues in the area.  However, he felt that some people may find it difficult to attend meetings in the evenings, and that a survey should be sent out in addition to the public meetings.  

He felt that it was very important to retain the green space at the top of the Ise Lodge, and that this green space should remain accessible.  It would also be important in maintaining community identity, as there was considerable concern amongst residents that the urban extension could envelop the Ise Lodge into a large community.  The development should be designed to give more green space closer to the Ise Lodge to ensure separation.
Mr Nelson was thanked for his attendance.

In discussion, the following points were agreed :-

· Burton Latimer residents should be added to the list of those houses leafleted

· There should be flexibility in receiving feedback, ie through meetings, Town and Parish Councils and the use of the internet

· Copies of the consultation document should be available in the Planning reception, libraries and the district offices

General points about the design of the development were made as follows:-
· There should be sufficient green links, including directly from Burton Latimer to the town centre

· The green links should be used to knit together existing parts of Kettering and enable better movement between them

· It would be very important for Burton Latimer to link with the development so that services could be shared

· Policy Principle 3 should refer to ‘stock design’ rather than ‘envelope’

· Policy Principle 4 (fourth bullet point) should refer to ‘adequate links to the town centre and neighbouring communities’ rather than to the A14

· Policy Principle 9 – it was important that educational buildings serve other areas, and not only the development, and the first bullet point should read ‘… safe and secure routes from residential areas inside and outside the development.’
· Designing out crime should be treated as an important element of the design 
· There was still an expectation that there would be an Eastern Avenue to serve the development

It was noted that amended plans were not likely to show an Eastern Avenue around the site.  English Heritage had expressed concerns that the by-pass route would impact on the ownership of Boughton Park.  There was a need for more consultation about the impact on Boughton Park and exploration of alternatives.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the proposal to undertake public consultation on the draft East Kettering Strategic Design supplementary Planning Document between 7th July and 18th August 2008, as amended at the meeting and described above, be approved.

08.PP.10
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE TRANSPORT STUDY – TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS TO ACCOMMODATE GROWTH


A report was submitted which sought approval to progress the recommended favoured option from the Transport Strategy for Growth through the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options document.


It was noted that the County Council had initially developed and analysed the performance of a range of highway solutions for Kettering as a whole, outlined in their Transport Strategy for Growth Study, to support the extensive planned development within Kettering over the next 15 years.


Members discussed the preferred option, which comprised of: works to improve Rothwell Road roundabout; Eskdaill Street, Victoria Street and Montagu Street becoming two-way; Queen Street one-way: one lane and the introduction of a Station Road bus contra-flow lane (northwards from the train station).


Members felt that the benefits of the Scoot project needed to be assessed and it was noted that this was included on Monitoring and Audit Committee’s forward work plan.  

It was noted that if Montagu Street became two-way, this would impact on parking provision in the street.

Discussion was held on the Northampton Road railway bridge and the Northfield Avenue junction.  The costs of work to widen the road under the bridge would be extremely high, and the rail authorities would not be willing to prioritise permissions to let that happen.  It was felt that reference to the need to improve capacity in this location should be included in the response on the preferred option, and this should be incorporated into the Area Action Plan for discussion.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
option 2 be approved as the preferred option for consultation within the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options document; and


(ii)
solutions to the issue of capacity at the Northampton Road/Northfield Avenue junction continue to be explored.

09.PP.11
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD)


A report was submitted which informed members that the draft North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) had been agreed for consultation by the Joint Planning Committee, and was being consulted on until 3rd July 2008.


Members and officers had been asked to agree a joint consultation response.

In discussion the following points were raised:-
· Training for members as well as agents and officers
· How will checks be made after developments are built to ensure compliance?
· Design should reflect positive characteristics of the area

· Checks should be made to ensure that building methods do not affect the energy-saving features of the building

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
the content of the North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design SPD be noted; and


(ii)
the consultation response from Kettering Borough Council be agreed based on the issues raised in the report, discussion at the meeting and finalised in consultation with the Chair of the Committee.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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