
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 30th July 2008

Present:
Councillor Freer (Chair)


Councillors Bayes, Civil, C Groome, Lamb, S Lynch, Tebbutt, Watts and Wiley

Also Present:
Councillor M Lynch

08.PP.12
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2nd July 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair 

08.PP.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillors Bayes, Freer and C Groome declared an interest as governors of the Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation.

08.PP.14
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN - PREFERRED OPTIONS (ITEM 6)

A report was submitted setting out the draft Kettering Town Centre Preferred Options paper, and seeking agreement for this document to form the basis of statutory consultation.    subject to final editing by the Head of Development Services,  in consultation with the Chair of the Committee.

An amended version of the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan LDF Preferred Options document was circulated to members along with a report outlining the changes that had been made to refine the preferred policies.

It was reported that Kettering Borough Council would be publishing the Preferred Options report for a six week period: 18 August - 29 September 2008, and that there would be an opportunity to respond online to the report,  through the  Council’s online consultation portal.  Consultation would also take place using a shop unit in the town centre. The Council would also be holding a series of workshops to discuss key themes and issues with interested parties and members of the public.  

Councillor Matt Lynch addressed the Committee under the Council’s Right to Speak Policy.

Councillor Matt Lynch commented on the importance of preserving and enhancing open space in and close to the Town Centre.

Members discussed the Preferred Options Paper and the changes that had taken place.  Discussion covered the following points: -

· The need for the Residents Parking Scheme

· Preservation and quality of open space

· The pedestrian experience between the Railway Station and the town

· The need to strengthen links between projects

· Preservation of the local architecture and the street scene

Members also discussed the possibility of incorporating into the design code, examples of Gotch architectural features, and felt that a Members Training evening focusing on his work might be beneficial.

It was

RESOLVED
that
(i) that Members approved the content 
of the 
Kettering Town Centre 
Preferred Options report and agreed the 
document for consultation; and


(ii) that final editing of the Preferred 
Options 
and Sustainability Appraisal 
be delegated to 
the Head of 
Development Services in 
consultation with the Chair of the 
Planning 
Policy Committee.

08.PP.15
KETTERING BOROUGH EMPLOYMENT LAND REQUIREMENTS UPDATE JULY 2008 (ITEM 7)

A report was submitted to inform Members of updates to the employment land requirements within Kettering Borough, following the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and to agree the contents of the Kettering Employment Land Requirements update and its use as a Local Development Framework (LDF) Background Document.

It was reported that The LDF background paper updated the original background paper “Borough Employment Land Requirements; Quantity” produced in June 2006, in the light of the adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS). 

The updated LDF background paper would guide employment land allocations within Kettering Borough, to be produced through the various Development Plan Documents (DPDs) set out within the councils Local Development Scheme (LDS).

It was noted that Using the CSS approach for calculating employment land requirements, Kettering Borough needed to allocate in the region of 12 hectares more B1 (Business) and B2 (General Industry) land respectively but did not require additional B8 (Storage and Distribution) development to meet the CSS job creation targets.

However it was noted that there may be circumstances where new B8 land could be considered in Kettering Borough, for other significant reasons, including where B8 is a critical enabling factor in delivering significant numbers of B1 and/or B2 jobs on a development that would otherwise be unviable.

After discussion it was

RESOLVED
that
(i) Members agreed the contents of 
the 
updated employment quantity 
background paper; and


(ii) employment land allocations in emerging Development plan documents be reviewed, based upon CSS assumptions. 

(iii) Where this review highlights a need for an 
alteration to employment allocations, these are to be reported to committee at the earliest opportunity


(iv) a further report be brought to the Committee to add to the technical data.


(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

Planning Policy No. 

(02.06.08)

