
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

24th March 2009

Present:
Councillor Freer (Chair)


Councillors Bayes, Civil, C Groome, Lamb, S Lynch, Titcombe, Watts and Wiley

Also Present:
Councillor Derek Zanger

08.PP.51
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Tebbutt.  It was noted that Councillor Bayes was acting as a substitute.

08.PP.52
MINUTES


It was noted that, following the last meeting, a letter had been sent to Hazel Blears (Secretary of State for Communities & Local Government).  A reply had now been received and had been circulated  by e-mail to all members of the Committee.

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17th February 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

08.PP.53
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

08.PP.54
CORE SPATIAL STRATEGY (CSS) REVIEW: 


REGULATION 25 - CONSULTATION AND SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT


A report was submitted which informed members of the Core Spatial Strategy Review consultation and sought agreement to comments for submission.


A presentation was given on the suggested review focus.  It was noted that under new regulations, consultation was now required on the scope of the revised CSS.  The Joint Planning Unit had published a short document inviting stakeholder and community input.  In addition, the Joint Planning Unit had also published the first stage in the Sustainability Appraisal of the CSS revisions.


Members noted that the consultation period would close on 30th March 2009.


Discussion was held on targets for growth, in particular housing targets, and government expectations that these will be met within the five-year land supply targets.  Considerable debate was held on the state of the housing market and the rolling programme of housing land supply.  It was felt that this needed to be available, suitable and achievable and that releasing only large sites for development did not work because there were other constraints in play.


The timetable and actual completions for the period 2001-05 and the projected completions for the period 2006-11 were discussed.  It was noted that shortfalls would roll forward.  It was felt that the planning system would not work if planning permission was granted for sites that would not normally be released into the housing land supply.  It was felt that it would be advisable to re-word paragraph 2.4 (Question 1) of the report to take this comment into account. The importance of the delivery of infrastructure was stressed.


It was felt that the Council would be persistently chasing numbers on paper when mortgages were scarce, builders were going into liquidation and the rate of building had slowed down.  It was felt it was going to be very difficult to meet targets in the future, unless an element of flexibility could be incorporated,  as was the importance of consultation.


Discussion was held on the effect of the recession on town centres.  However it was noted that Kettering was fairing better than many other town centres and that every town was suffering from closed shop units.

RESOLVED

that the contents of the report be noted and the response to the consultation as detailed in paragraph 2.4 of the report be agreed.

08.PPC.55
MARKET PLACE BUILDINGS BRIEF


A report was submitted which sought approval from members of the brief for the Market Place buildings.


It was noted that a delivery plan would be taken to the Executive Committee for approval at its meeting on 15th April 2009.  The report would set out the method of procurement.


Debate was held on car parking and access to the church and the right of way.  Discussion was also held on the drinking ban in the area of the Market Place and how this would be overcome in relation to outdoor seating areas and the growing café culture.


An updated draft Design Brief was circulated at the meeting.

RESOLVED
that the Brief be approved with the following amendments:-

· Within an appropriate part of bullet point 4, the insertion of:


‘the design is to address sustainability in energy efficiency and materials, commensurate with the need to respect historic traditions and materials of the conservation area.’

· At an appropriate part of the final bullet point the insertion of the following:-


‘The new building should allow for the visual opening up of the Church and Manor House Gardens, to ensure safe, well connected routes, and to enhance the parkland setting.’

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
AI
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