
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

7th July 2009

Present:
Councillor Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Bullock, Freer, C Groome, Lamb, Titcombe, Watts and Wiley

09.PP.06
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Bayes.

09.PP.07
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1st July 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the following comments: -

Members stressed the importance of securing the regeneration of Desborough town centre as a priority outcome from the Area Action Plan.

09.PP.08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor C Groome
Personal interest as a member of Burton Latimer Town Council

Councillor Titcombe
Prejudicial interest as he belonged to a club who owned land at the Station Quarter

09.PP.09
DRAFT NORTHAMPTONSHIRE STRATEGIC EMPLOYMENT LAND ASSESSMENT

A report was submitted to inform members of the Draft Northamptonshire Strategic Employment Land Assessment (SELA) and agree a response to the consultation.

It was reported that Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd (NEL), in conjunction with the local planning authorities in Northamptonshire, was carrying out a Strategic Employment Land Assessment (SELA) study across the county, this had been published for consultation. The SELA would be widely used by partners, informing a range of policies and projects for the economic and spatial development of the county. Importantly, the SELA would inform the evidence base for Core Spatial Strategies in the county and Local Development Frameworks.

The SELA was subject to a six week period of consultation, from 11 June to 24 July to provide stakeholders the opportunity to comment on the scope and detail of the SELA

It was noted the report indicated that, to date, the county had not met annualised MKSM total employment growth targets. However, on closer examination, performance within the B-use sector had been much stronger compared to non B-use jobs growth. 

An important policy consideration would be whether or not to plan for a more prominent role for B-use activities in meeting the preferred growth scenario, as detailed in the RSS and Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire. Evidence presented in the report suggested that the county’s non B-use sectors were lagging behind regional and national trends. This required a significant shift in policy initiatives for Northamptonshire, including strong and effective policies which would drive forward key and wider town centre regeneration proposals within the Northampton Central Area and town centres.  It would be appropriate for LDF policies and site allocations to consider:

· incorporating an appropriate scale and type of non B-use activities in ‘traditional’ employment (B-use) sites;

· combining in a viable manner, B and non B-uses in town centre masterplans and development briefs with a particular focus on how the county’s town centre regeneration activities could support jobs growth and

· complementary initiatives aimed at investing in skills and training in lagging sectors.  

To support the development of Non B class uses, it was proposed that a county wide working group should be developed to consider the reasons for disparities in performance and possible solutions. 

In meeting the preferred employment growth scenario there was an urgent requirement to provide an immediate supply for the different market sectors.  There were significant supply problems relating to many market sectors within key towns in the county and it was therefore a priority for these shortages of supply to be addressed as a matter of urgency.

The strategy for employment growth within Kettering should be to locate employment uses, especially office based businesses within the town centre wherever possible, but also create a number of good quality business parks to accommodate a range of employment types located close to the major junctions of the A14.

Sites within Desborough were considered for potential locations for small scale office and workshop based businesses, with Magnetic Park being the preferred location for employment development in the short term.

During discussion the following points were raised: -

· There needed to be a choice of locations available for attracting potential new businesses to the area

· Members stressed their concern regarding the closure of Junction 10 and the creation of Junction 10A as this would have heavy implications for current users and identified sites

· High quality office land needed to be protected

· It was critical to give Kettering Borough Council support to attract new business types

· Flexibility was needed to take into account the changing economy and continuing studies

· Concern about the Northampton Road bridge and its effect on the Station Quarter

· Key sites identified should be tested through the planning process
· Members felt that as there was already sufficient land allocated for B8 use it was counter productive to identify more land

It was

RESOLVED
that the observations set out in section 4 of the report be forwarded to NEL as the Council’s formal response along with the following comments from members of the committee: -

· Concerns regarding Junction 10 and 10A of the A14 and the possibility that the replacement of one with another had yet to be factored into the plans
· The effect of the Northampton Road Railway Bridge on traffic movement and the identification of employment sites in town
· The need for less volume of B8 and more of manufacturing use in the area
· Sites identified should be tested through the planning process
· A countywide Task and Finish Group should be set up to consider reasons for disparities in non B-use jobs and identify possible ways of strengthening this sector.
09.PP.10
DRAFT PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 4: PLANNING FOR PROSPEROUS ECONOMIES

A report was submitted to provide an overview of the content of the draft PPS4 and seek members’ approval of the consultation response to be sent to Communities and Local Government.

It was reported that the Government had published a second draft PPS4 which sought to promote positive planning for economic growth within the UK.
The aim was to create a streamlined, coherent set of planning policies relating to the economic challenges we face today.

The PPS would replace current Government policy documents including PPG4, PPG5, PPS6, aspects of PPS7 and PPG13.

It was noted that the PPS should be welcomed for encouraging a flexible, evidence based approach to economic development that required provision for a diverse range and type of business use, promoting the town centre first approach and for focusing on regeneration and areas of need.  This was consistent with Kettering’s vision for attracting economic investments and becoming a focal point for North Northamptonshire.
The draft PPS4 presents a list of health check indicators.  These recommended indicators would prove useful in monitoring, understanding and planning for prosperous economies.  Integrating such indicators into Kettering Borough Council procedures would be likely to require training, other investment in staff resources or external specialist input.
Members felt that any targets set should be fed in to North Northants originally and then divided by the districts as agreed by them.
Members were concerned at the draft PPS’s assertion that there is no such thing as a “rural economy”.  Members stressed that the operation of villages is different and separate from urban living.  It was felt that if the rural communities were not protected the special character of the countryside would start to erode.
It was

RESOLVED
that the information in the report be noted and the responses to the consultation questions be agreed upon as the Council’s response to the daft PPS4 consultation paper along with the following comments: -
· Targets should be set for North Northants and district allocations agreed by the local partnership
· All villages are different and individuality should not be curbed by using legislation
· The authors of the paper should be asked if they had applied the test that no new unfunded burdens should be placed on local authorities, in designing new ways of assessing and promoting economic prosperity
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
AV
Planning Policy No. 

(7.7.09)

