BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 4th July 2012

Present:

	Councillor 
James Hakewill (Mayor)
	Councillor Philip Hollobone

	
"
Linda Adams
	
"
Christopher Lamb

	
“
Duncan Bain
	"
Mary Malin

	
"
Maurice Bayes
	
"
Ellie Manns

	
"
Steve Bellamy
	
"
Paul Marks

	
"
David Bishop
	
"
Alan Mills

	
"
Michael Brown
	
"
Cliff Moreton

	
"
Jonathan Bullock
	
" 
Russell Roberts

	
"
Lloyd Bunday
	
"
David Soans

	
"
Paul Corazzo
	
"
Margaret Talbot

	
"
June Derbyshire
	
"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
Alison Wiley

	
"
Jenny Henson
	


Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a presentation was given by Dr. Jeff Ollerton of the Landscape and Biodiversity Research Group, University of Northampton, entitled 'Why Should we Care About the Pollinators.'
The Presentation was followed by a question and answer session.

12.C.18
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from The Deputy Mayor, and Councillors Dearing, Edwards, George, Jelley, Lynch, Groome, Smith and Zanger.
12.C.19
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th April 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

12.C.20
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

12.C.21
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements


Olympics



The Mayor introduced Barbara Crowther from Desborough and John Doran from Geddington, who had acted as Olympic torch bearers on Monday, 2nd July when the Olympic torch passed through the Borough.

Cricket Match – 18th July

Members were reminded of the forthcoming cricket match between councillors and officers which would take place on Wednesday, 18th July at Mawsley in aid of the Mayor's charity.  Any member who wished to play was asked to contact the Mayor's Secretary.

Civic Events

The Mayor announced that, since becoming Mayor, he had attended many civic events, including a Diamond Jubilee Garden Party at Burghley House; the Olympic torch relay and visited St Thomas More School.  He had also welcomed visitors from Ohio, Lahnstein and China and been invited to take part in the Weetabix 80th anniversary celebrations.
12.C.22
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Leader of the Council informed Councillors that Kettering had been mentioned at the Prime Minister's Question Time as being an inspiration because of it's triple zero policy – no increase in Council Tax, no cuts to front-line services and no cuts to grants to the voluntary sector.
The Leader also extended thanks on behalf of the Council to the Community services team, in particular Iain Kirtley and Steve Edwards,  for their exemplary work in connection with passing of the Olympic torch through the Borough, which had been a huge success.

The Leader also announced that Wicksteed Park had been successful in its bid for funding for the Lake Restoration Project, and a public announcement would be made shortly.

The Leader then advised Council that he had made some changes to membership of the Executive Committee and portfolio holder responsibilities.  Details of the changes were circulated at the meeting.  The Scheme of Members' Allowances would be adjusted accordingly, but this would have no overall effect on total allowances.  

12.C.23
CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chief Executive paid tribute to Ham Young, of Environmental Care Services, who was retiring from the Council after 26 years' service.  Mrs Young was presented with a bouquet of flowers.

12.C.24
OUTSIDE BODIES AND CHANGES TO COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP


Lists were circulated of outside body appointments and changes to Committee membership.  The outside body list was updated at the meeting.

RESOLVED
that the Outside Bodies appointments and adjustments to Committee Membership be approved as attached as an Appendix to these minutes.
12.C.25
LOCALISM ACT 2011

A report was submitted which advised Council of the Standards Committee's consideration of the changes to the system for regulating standards of conduct for elected and co-opted members of local authorities as a result of the Localism Act 2011.  The report also sought adoption of a new Code of Conduct and approval for arrangements to investigate complaints of Member misconduct.

The report was updated at the meeting.


The Leader of the Council and the Chief Executive acknowledged the efforts of the Chair and members of the Standards Committee in their consideration of the issues.


In discussion members agreed that it was important that members of the public were assured that the Council adopted the highest standards of conduct, and that cross-party agreement to the new code of conduct was very important.


The importance of maintaining independent members was acknowledged, but it was noted that it would not be possible under the new legislation to appoint an independent chair of the Standards Committee.  Additionally, it was felt that the proposal for initial consideration of complaints by a group of Statutory Officers, rather than the Monitoring Officer only, should be kept under review, although it was noted that the new regime no longer made provision for an independent person to make decisions on such matters, as had been the case in the past.


The legislation in respect of the role of an independent person was clarified.  It was felt that the wording of the Code of Conduct should also be kept under review to ensure it was easily understood by both members and the public.


It was proposed by Councillor Roberts, seconded by Councillor West and unanimously

RESOLVED
that:-


Standards Committee

(i)
a Standards Advisory Committee be established with immediate effect, consisting of the current five independent members, two Town or Parish Councillors and three Kettering Borough Councillors;

(ii)
the amendments to Article 8 of the Constitution as set out in Appendix 1 be approved;


(iii)
the independent person(s), once appointed, be invited to attend each Standards Advisory Committee meeting;



Code of Conduct


(iv)
the proposed Code of Conduct for Members, attached as Appendix 2 to these minutes, be adopted with immediate effect;



Arrangements for Dealing with Complaints


(v)
the arrangements for dealing with allegations under the Localism Act as set out in the Appendix 3 to these minutes be approved;


(vi)
the independent person(s) be appointed by Council at a future date on recommendation of a panel comprising of two members of the Standards Advisory Committee and the Statutory Officers; and


(vii)
the remuneration for Independent Person(s) be set at the same current allowance level as that of an independent member of Standards Committee.



Register of interests


(viii)
authority be delegated to the Monitoring Officer to take the necessary steps to establish a Register of Interests for Borough, Town and Parish Members;


(ix)
the following Procedure Rule be adopted, requiring that a Member must withdraw from the meeting room during the discussion of any item of business in which he/she has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, except where he/she is permitted to remain following the grant of a dispensation:-



If a member or co-opted member of the Council has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in a matter to be considered or being considered at a meeting of the Authority at which they are present, they may not, unless they have been granted a dispensation to do so, participate or participate further in any discussion of or vote taken on that matter and shall withdraw from the room or chamber where the meeting considering the matter is being held.


(x)
authority be delegated to the Head of Paid Service, in consultation with the Monitoring Officer and the Chief Finance Officer, to grant dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 for a period not exceeding four years; and

(xi)
the arrangements for the investigation of complaints be kept under review.

12.C.26
POLICE AND CRIME PANELS


A report was submitted which sought approval of the proposed arrangements for the establishment of a Police and Crime Panel for Northamptonshire, and the nomination of a member and substitute member to serve on the Panel as the Council's representative.


It was proposed by Councillor Roberts that Councillor Jan Smith be appointed as the Council's representative on the Police and Crime Panel and Councillor Ian Jelley be appointed as a substitute member.  The motion was seconded by Councillor Lamb.


It was proposed by Councillor West and seconded by Councillor Adams that Councillor David Bishop be appointed as the Council's representative on the Police Crime Panel for Northamptonshire.

Voting:
For Councillor Jan Smith:


18 for; 6 against


For Councillor David Bishop

6 for; 18 against


RESOLVED
that:-


(i) 
that the establishment of a Police and Crime Panel for Northamptonshire as a joint committee of the borough, district and county councils be approved;

(ii) 
the proposed panel arrangements as set out in Appendix 1 of the report be approved; and

(iii) 
Councillor Jan Smith be appointed as a member of the Police and Crime Panel, with Councillor Ian Jelley being appointed as a substitute member.
12.C.27
THE LIVING WAGE

Councillor Jonathan West asked the Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Corporate the following question:-


"The Prime Minister has said that a Living Wage is an "idea whose time has come" and the Leader of the Opposition is in support too.  The Mayor of London has said that: "paying the Living Wage is not only morally right but makes good business sense too".  The current Living Wage rate is £7.20 an hour.  Could the portfolio holder please consider the Council to apply for accreditation as a Citizens UK Living Wage employer?"


The Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"We will need to look into what level of work would be required to achieve accreditation and whether we would qualify."

12.C.28
VOLUNTEERS


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Community and Culture the following question:-


"There are many clubs, societies and events that rely on volunteers in our Borough.  Will the portfolio holder join me in recognising this contribution of time and effort by volunteers in our towns and villages?"


The Portfolio Holder for Community and Culture replied as follows:-


"Yes."


 Councillor Paul Corazzo asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"Thank you for your positive support to the Kettering Borough's volunteers. Local Infrastructure Organisation funding is under threat due to recommendations in the Task and Finish Group's report into the Voluntary Sector to axe it from our Sector grants 2013 to 2017.  Will he do all that he can to ensure that funding remains in place for recruiting volunteers at the next Executive and adhere to the triple zero commitment not to cut voluntary sector funding?"


The Portfolio Holder for Community and Culture replied as follows:-


"We cannot prejudge the decision. It is up to the Executive.  The overall budget for the voluntary sector remains the same.  Within that, performance and other issues will be considered."

(The meeting started at 8.00 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

(Signed ………………………………….)

The Mayor
AI
(Council No. 8)

4.7.12


