BOROUGH OF KETTERING

MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 20th June 2012
Present:
Councillor David Bishop (Chair)


Councillors Michael Brown, Maggie Don, Jan Smith and Mike Tebbutt
12.MA.01
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received from Councillor Jenny Henson.
12.MA.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Monitoring and Audit Committee held on 17th April 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

12.MA.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Personal:
Councillor Tebbutt declared a personal interest in item A3, as a family member had been a beneficiary of services that were provided by an organisation mentioned in the report.

Prejudicial: None


Declarations of Party Whip: None
12.MA.04
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


None
12.MA.05
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (A1)

A report was submitted that explained for members the requirement for the Authority to produce an Annual Governance Statement and for the Committee to review the Draft Statement for 2011/12.
Members noted that the handover in relation to the provision of Internal Audit services was proceeding satisfactorily. They also noted that reports would be submitted in the near future to the Standards Committee and full Council in respect of a new Standards regime. The content of the new regime would be developed by the Borough Council for its own use, and would encapsulate good practice from other models, as well as the Borough Council’s previous scheme. Details of the new scheme would be rolled out to other bodies affected by it within the terms of the Council’s Constitution.
RESOLVED
that:
i) the role of the Monitoring and Audit Committee in the Annual Governance Statement process be noted: and

ii) the draft Annual Governance Statement for 2011/12 be endorsed.
12.MA.05
PROGRESS REPORT AGAINST  THE KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN (A2)

Members received a presentation in relation to progress against the Kettering town centre area action plan. The presentation focussed on the background to the ‘Delivering Our Town Centres’ programme, encompassing growth in the area within the context of Kettering being rich in character and heritage. The presentation also focused on achievements to date, projects currently being undertaken, progress in the town centre ‘quarters’ and progress against the Area Action Plan.

In their discussion on this matter, members raised the following points:

· the need to ensure the effectiveness of consultation with stakeholders both within and outside of the statutory processes and the involvement of members to work with Officers where appropriate
· the benefits of competition in the restaurant quarter in terms of letting units
· the proposals to supplement the Market Place with a ‘Big Screen’ was welcomed, and members urged that it be implemented in the near future

· the need for improvements in conjunction with the owners of the Newlands Centre to the bus bays and shops in Newland Street and the type of improvements being based on works in other areas of the town, such as Sheep Street
· the need for electrification of the East Midlands Rail Network

· The preferred location for improvement of traffic flows at junctions and roundabouts in the town being based around the Bowling Green Road/St Marys Road area
RESOLVED
that the content of the presentation be noted.
12.MA.06
       MONITORING OF SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT GRANTS  2011/12 THIRD YEAR, FULL YEAR UPDATE (A3)


A report was submitted which informed members of the performance of voluntary sector organisations in relation to their Service Level Agreements for the third year (full year update).

Members noted that there were no particular areas of concern with any organisation. It was noted however, that the targets for some organisations may need to be re-evaluated as a result of the forthcoming changes to the benefits system. It was also noted that the report of the Voluntary Sector Task and Finish Group was to be considered by the Executive in July 2012, and that there may be an impact on these grants as a result of that in the future.
RESOLVED

that the full year performance of the voluntary sector organisations in achieving the outputs in their service specifications for 2011/12 be noted.

12.MA.07
KEY PERFORMANCE INFORMATION BOOKLET (A4)

Members received the Key Performance Information Booklet for June 2012. It was noted that there was no summary of internal audits report in this issue, but that it would be included in the next publication. Members were happy with the new format of the booklet, and noted that it was still open to change in the future.

When considering the content, members raised the following points :

· A key would be provided to assist understanding of the presentation of the Revenue Variance Analysis

· The increase on pressure on customer facing services was noted , as were the measures being introduced to counter this

· Targets, such as that for the proportion of rent collected are continually re-evaluated as a result of both internal and external influences
· Officers would seek to move forward issues relating to the prevention of littering, particular by car drivers and their passengers on the outskirts of towns.

12.MA.08
WORK PROGRAMME (A5)


The work programme was submitted to the committee for consideration.  The following reports, along with those received at each meeting, would be brought to the next meeting of the Committee:
· ISA 260 report

· External Auditor’s Management Letter

· Statement of Accounts

· Key Performance Information Booklet

· SLA Grant Monitoring Report 1st Quarter

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.30pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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