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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

· To inform Members of the responses to the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) Options Consultation on the settlement specific sections of the document.
· To note the consultation responses, Officers comments and summary sheets, which include an indication as to the compliance of options with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the emerging Joint Core Strategy policies.
· For Members to endorse the ‘next steps’ as outlined in the summary sheets and for Officers to proceed with the production of the Site Specific Proposals LDD.



2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 Members will recall that on the 4th September 2012 they were presented with the consultation responses, officers’ comments and the summary sheets for the first eight chapters of the Site Specific Proposals LDD - Options Paper. The purpose of this report is to present Members with the consultation responses, officer responses and summary sheets for the remaining chapters of the consultation paper, which are the settlement specific sections.   

2.2 The options contained in the Site Specific Proposals LDD in relation to specific settlements need to be considered in the context of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy and emerging Joint Core Strategy under review, as the proposals in the Site Specific Proposals LDD need to be in conformity with the Core Strategy. The proposals also need to be considered in the context of the National Planning Policy Framework which has been published since the Site Specific Proposals LDD - Options Paper was prepared.
2.3 Policy 1 of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) focuses development in Kettering Borough on the Growth Town of Kettering. The smaller towns of Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell provide secondary focal points for development within the urban core. In the rural area development is restricted to within village boundaries and development adjoining village boundaries is only allowed in exceptional circumstances to meet local need.
2.4 Draft policy 10 of the emerging Joint Core Strategy (JCS) review maintains the focus for development at the Growth Town of Kettering, with Market Towns providing a strong service role for local communities with growth in homes and jobs at a scale appropriate to the character and infrastructure of the towns. The approach to development in the rural area maintains the need for development to be based on local needs.  However, it has altered in that in the emerging JCS with the emergence of Principle Villages being distinguished from smaller villages. The list of Principle Villages includes Broughton, Geddington and Mawsley, alongside villages in neighbouring Boroughs/ Districts including, inter alia, Earls Barton, Finedon, Irchester and Wollaston. These villages are identified as focal points to meet local needs arising in the rural area, unless these can be more sustainably met in a nearby larger settlement. 
2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework aims to promote a strong rural economy and support economic growth in rural areas. In relation to housing development local authorities should plan housing to reflect local needs. The NPPF supports the approach to development in the rural area being based on local need.
2.6 The settlement hierarchy set out in the CSS and emerging JCS has important implications for the approach set out in the Site Specific Proposals LDD. The approach in Kettering, Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell will need to be to identify sites to meet targets set out in the emerging JCS whereas in the rural area the approach will need to reflect the circumstances in individual villages and any development will need to be to meet local needs identified within these villages.
2.7 The summary sheets for each of the towns and villages can be found at Appendix 1, for full officers’ responses to individual comments these are available to view at www.kettering.gov.uk or hard copies are available in the Members Room at the Council Offices.  If the Officer responses are endorsed by Members, these will then be made available to view via our on-line consultation portal – Limehouse and for inspection at the Borough Council’s Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering.

2.8 Each summary sheet provides a summary of the comments made during the consultation, a summary of implications of the NPPF and emerging JCS, a summary of officer responses to the comments made and a list of next steps to enable the Site Specific Proposals LDD – Pre-Submission Plan to be prepared. Members are asked to endorse the next steps set out in these summary sheets.
2.9 In a number of towns and villages additional sites have been submitted or additional information has been provided which may alter the assessments of sites. Therefore the Housing Allocations Background Paper needs to be reviewed to include the additional sites and to take into account the additional information provided. It is recommended that this review is undertaken and then reported to Members at a future meeting of this Committee.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Kettering Borough Council undertook a thorough consultation exercise leading to the submission of responses summarised within this report and Appendices.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The Site Specific Proposals LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. 
5. USE OF RESOURCES
5.1 
There are no specific resource implications relating to this report.  However, as the Site Specific Proposals LDD develops there may be a requirement for additional work or studies to be completed which would have financial or resource implications. It is anticipated that these can be accommodated through the Development Services revenue budget.
	6.      RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that: 

· Members note the comments received during the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) Options Consultation and endorse the Officers responses.

· Members to endorse the Officer’s approach to proceed with these sections of the Site Specific Proposals LDD.
· Members note changes in emerging policy and that officers may feel it beneficial to re-visit the recommendations/ approach in some instances.

· Continued engagement with relevant parties during the preparation of the Site Specific Proposals LDD and the Joint Core Strategy.
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