B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 11th July 2012
Present:
Councillor Michael Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Freer, Groome, Lamb, Manns, Mills, Smith and Wiley
12.PP.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Dearing.
12.PP.02
MINUTES 

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 8th May 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
12.PP.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
12.PP.04
MATTERS OF URGENCY


A briefing note was circulated at the meetings to update members on the progress with the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document.
It was noted that the consultation had ended on 21st May 2012 and over 2000 comments had been received from 180 consultees.  Draft comments were now being checked for consistency and work was also taking place to assess the consistency of options with the National Planning Policy Framework and the emerging Joint Core Strategy, which had been approved for consultation for 10 weeks from 30th July 2012.
Results would be reported to committee on the 4th September 2012 with recommendations of the option to propose.
12.PP.05
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


None
12.PP.06
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT- GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS CONSULTATION 
A report was submitted to present Members with the consultation responses received on the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation and to agree a methodology for identifying and assessing potential sites for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation.
A public consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD: Options Paper took place from 12 March 2012 to 21 May 2012. The document included a section on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation which provided four options for identifying sites to meet Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation needs. These four options are set out below:
1. To identify additional pitches on existing sites or in close proximity to existing sites. This would provide an intensification of existing provision.

2. To provide new sites away from existing ones. This would provide a more dispersed provision.

3. To identify the ideal site or sites using a search criteria.    This would allow the identification of the most sustainable sites.

4. A combination of the options above.
Based on the consultation responses, it was recommended that a combination of options 2 and 3 was the most appropriate method for identifying new sites. This would allow the sustainability of sites to be an important consideration while reflecting respondents’ desire for a more dispersed provision of sites. In addition to this, an assessment would be completed to identify whether there was any additional capacity on existing sites.
The next stage would be to set out a methodology of finding potential sites.  Officers proposed to use the following methods to identify potential sites: -

· An assessment of publicly owned land

· An assessment of privately owned land for sale

· An assessment of brownfield land

The search would focus on sites which were within 2000m of a primary school and within 2000m of a local shop.

Discussion ensued and members raised the following points: -

· Members requested that sites just outside of the 2000 metre search area should still be considered as many comments received stated that sustainability was not of great importance to the community
· Members were pleased to hear that whilst we were not looking for considerable expansion to existing sites it would be included in the policy for small expansions for family members.  The preferred maximum would be 15 due to the GTAA preferred size guidelines

· The effect on school places and health facilities would need to be taken in to account when considering a site

· It was felt that the scoring system on the Site Assessment Matrix needed to be reviewed
· Some members felt it was important not to exclude the community from attending school and children should not be expected to walk more than 2000 metres

It was reported that the Gypsy and Traveller Steering Group had discussed the possibility of introducing Planning Policy which insisted new developments would provide gypsy and traveller plots in much the same way as affordable housing was required.  Members felt this was a good idea and would deal with the need to deliver future sites.  Officers were requested to research into how other authorities applied such a policy and to draft a policy for consideration in the future.  It was suggested that this should be applied to East Kettering and other future large developments.
RESOLVED
that members noted the responses received during the Options consultation and endorsed the officers responses to these and the methodology for identifying sites, subject to the marking system being reviewed/revised in consultation with the Planning Officers and the Chair of Planning Policy.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.05 pm)

Signed …………………………………

Chair
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