Section 1 – Introduction 

	Subject
	Full Name
	Organisation Details
	ID
	Your view
	Reason for comment
	KBC response

	Section 1
	Mr Simon Edwards
	
	69
	No opinion
	1.0.3 Protection of the Open Countryside is probably one of the most important aspects of this plan. 1.0.5 It is a shame that the Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) consultation could not have been timed to link with this consultation. The emerging approach may change thus making any decisions rather vague?
	Noted. The document will be amended to reflect any changes to the emerging Core Strategy review and in the event further focused consultation is required, this will be carried out in the usual manner.

	
	Commercial Estates Group (CEG)
	Commercial Estates Group
	1879
	No opinion
	It is acknowledged that the above consultation commenced 12 March 2012 and therefore it does not take into consideration the National Planning Policy Framework which was published on 27 March 2012. This response will make reference to the NPPF and implications thereof as the policies within it came into force on the day of publication and the framework must be taken into account in the preparation of plans. The NPPF sets out the Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. The objectives of the NPPF are to encourage sustainable development such as house building as part of economic growth and to encourage more local decision making. The intention is for the planning system to be transparent, speedier and more accountable. The Localism Act 2011 was passed on 15 November 2011 with some provisions coming into force immediately, some coming into force on 15 January 2012 and others being the subject of further commencement orders. This response will make reference to relevant provisions within the Act. Plan Period The intended plan period from adoption (currently scheduled for September 2013) to 2031 is supported as being an appropriate option in view of the circumstances. This will align with the plan period intended for the emerging Joint Core Strategy (JCS) and it ensures certainty on housing land allocations for a period in excess of 15 years thereby ensuring there is choice in land supply for the district. The consultation LDD is stated to have been prepared in conformity with the emerging JCS and uses figures set out in the emerging approach considered by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee (NNJPC) on 24 November 2011. However, as the consultation LDD acknowledges at paragraph 1.0.5 this emerging approach is subject to change and the LDD will need to be in conformity with the emerging JCS. The Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) was adopted under The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The NPPF allows a period of 12 months to 27 March 2013 during which decision-takers may continue to give full weight to relevant policies contained within the adopted CSS even if there is a limited degree of conflict with the NPPF. However, following this 12-month period, due weight should be given to relevant policies in the adopted CSS according to their degree of consistency with the NPPF (the closer the policies in the plan to the policies in the NPPF, the greater the weight that may be given). It is expected that the NNJPC will need to receive advice from their officers on the implications of the NPPF on the adopted CSS and on all relevant aspects of the emerging JSS. A relevant aspect will be the plan period and timing of plan-making in North Northamptonshire. At the very least it is considered likely that submission of the emerging JCS will be delayed by months depending on the scope of changes arising from NPPF. The ability of the Council to identify, consult on, have examined and adopt land allocations is of prime importance in ensuring compliance with the Government's objectives for sustainable development and to be able to deliver a wide choice of high quality homes in Kettering Borough. For the LDD to be in general conformity with the emerging JCS there has to be some certainty through examination of the emerging JCS and this could take more than 12 months with the LDD being at least 6 months further behind. Duty to Co-operate Section 110 of the Localism Act 2011 imposes a statutory duty on local planning authorities and other prescribed bodies to co-operate in relation to the planning of sustainable development. One of the relevant planning activities listed in the Act is the preparation of development plan documents so far as relating to a strategic matter. It is accepted that plan-making in North Northamptonshire does not fall entirely to the relevant district and borough authorities due to the existence of the NNJPC which was the first such body to successfully adopt a joint development plan document i.e. the adopted CSS. On this basis the growth targets for North Northamptonshire to 2021 are contained within the adopted CSS and emerging targets to 2031 are to be contained within the emerging JCS. The latter should ensure that the statutory duty to co-operate is complied with. However, matters contained within the LDD can be interpreted as being strategic matters and hence the statutory duty to co-operate extends to the preparation of the LDD. The failure to comply with this statutory duty will render the LDD unlawful and incapable of being adopted. In view of this it is requested that consideration be given to the level and type of co-operation undertaken between the Council and other relevant local planning authorities and measures put in place to ensure compliance with this statutory duty.
	The Council acknowledges that the NPPF has been adopted since the commencement of the consultation on this plan the Site Specific Proposal LDD - Options paper, as part of this process of responding to Members of the Planning Policy Committee and consultees we will respond as to whether the current proposals and options are generally in compliance with the NPPF. The NPPF will obviously inform the preparation of the Core Strategy review and the next iteration of this plan. The Council will consult accordingly with neighbouring authorities throughout the production of this plan.
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