
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

15th February 2010
Present:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Christopher Lamb, Maurice Bayes, Terry Freer, Christopher Groome, Keli Watts and Alison Wiley.

09.PP.32
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Jonathan Bullock.

08.PP.33
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 22nd December 2009 be approved and signed by the Chair, subject to the following amendments.

(a)
09.PPC.31 – Kettering Transport Strategy (fifth paragraph) be amended to read:


Concern was noted that this would result in two major bus-stopping areas being close together and also that this would move bus stops farther away from the station.  However, it was understood that this scheme would not have any impact on the availability of bus services at the railway station.

(b)
09.PPC.31 – Kettering Transport Strategy (Montagu Street Contra-flow) be amended to read:


This was discussed and it was noted that modal shift needs to be prioritised and that the bus companies support this contra-flow.  However, only one service was planned to use the contra-flow in Montagu Street and a method of retaining some parking should be sought.

09.PP.34
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.PP.35
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE TRANSPORT STRATEGY AND PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS – PHASES 2 AND 3


A report was submitted which informed members of responses to the consultation on the proposals for public realm improvements – Phase 2 and 3 (Sheep Street, Market Place and Market Street).  The report also sought endorsement of the proposed responses to the consultation feedback received and next steps, as set out in the report, for recommendation to the Executive Committee.


A presentation was given on key points of the report and amendments made to the proposals, as a result of feedback received through consultation.

Three members of the public addressed the Committee under the Council's Right to Speak Policy.


Mr Westley stated that regeneration of the town centre was welcomed.  He commented on the amended proposals in relation to the public realm improvements regarding the proposed location of the bus stops, pedestrian safety at the top of Northampton Road, the need for all-weather shelters to be provided and the siting of tables and chairs outside the restaurants on the Market Place.


Mr John Coleman also addressed the Committee and sought assurances that the shape and character of Horsemarket would not be affected by the new bus stops.


Mr Paul Ansell spoke on behalf of the Civic Society, indicating that it was important a Design Guide be available as soon as possible to ensure the character of the town centre was preserved.  Mr Ansell commented on access for vehicles and pedestrians, the Horsemarket area and proposed locations for bus stops.


During debate, members of the Committee noted that consultees had broadly supported the objectives of the improvements, but concern had been expressed by various interests on the following:-
· a perceived reduction in on-street parking 

· the removal of bus stops from Sheep Street 

· changes to taxi ranks 


The amendments to the scheme to address the concerns of consultees were discussed in detail.  Members were keen to see public realm improvements put into effect as quickly as possible and requested that detailed information on bus routes to be changed be brought back to the Planning Policy Committee in due course.


It was also noted that the provision of bus stops at the top of Northampton Rd was a key element of delivering a satisfactory scheme, which met the needs of the wider community.  As such, it was important that Kettering Borough Council ensures that revisions to bus routes, and associated bus stops at the top of Northampton Road, are implemented by the time the public realm scheme is completed

The following points were also made:-
· The public appreciated the scheme as a whole
· Solutions to bus provision is key
· Design of bus shelters is important
· Survey results should be revisited and more detail provided
· Concern about Headlands and Broadway traffic congestion in relation to the new bus route
· Buses must meet the need for people to get easily from one end of the town to the other
· More detail on bus routes in the whole town centre area is needed
· Access by bus to Lake Avenue is poor and proposals should help address this
· GAF funding – need to keep lobbying and support officers in their work to secure future funding
· Pedestrian safety in Northampton Road/Northfield Avenue getting on/off buses
· Waiting restrictions in Sheep Street are insufficient at half an hour, and should be looked at again
· There should be bus stops in London Road to serve the Cemetery and the Swimming Pool
· Signatories to the petition and people responding to the consultation should be contacted to give them feedback on what has been decided 
· The public realm improvements should be done as quickly as possible

The suggestion that bus stops be created on London Road in the vicinity of the swimming pool and cemetery was supported, as was the suggestion that waiting restrictions in Sheep Street should be increased from half-an-hour to an hour. Finally, the Committee agreed that feedback be given to consultees and that further information should be supplied regarding the survey results. 

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the results of the consultation on the public realm improvements – Phase 2 and 3 be noted;

(ii)
the proposed responses to the consultation feedback received and the next steps set out in the report be endorsed and recommended to the Executive Committee, together with the comments outlined above; and

(iii)
The Borough Council, in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council, endeavour to ensure that revisions to bus routes, and associated bus stops at the top of Northampton Road, are implemented by the time the public realm scheme is completed.
(iv)
a further report be brought back to the Planning Policy Committee giving detailed information on bus routes to be changed as a result of the public realm improvements;
(v) 
a letter be sent to all respondents to the consultation informing them of the public realm improvements.

09.PP.36
KETTERING URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PLAN


A report was submitted which sought agreement to the withdrawal of the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan.
RESOLVED
that the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan be withdrawn from the North Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme.

09.PP.37
ROUNDABOUT SPONSORSHIP GUIDANCE NOTE


A report was submitted which sought to agree an approach for dealing with planning applications for roundabout sponsorship.


It was noted that the A6 Towns Forum had raised concerns about the appearance and quality of maintenance of highway roundabouts throughout the Borough.


Photographs of different roundabouts were shown at the meeting to demonstrate the differing standards.  It was noted that the County Council was responsible for the maintenance of roundabouts, and had an agreement with Keegan Ford Sponsorship (KFS) to maintain a number of roundabouts in the county.  Discussion was held on the County Council's agreement with KFS, particularly in relation to the inclusion of website details, font sizes and typeface permitted.

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
Northamptonshire County Council continue to be consulted on applications for advertisements on roundabouts, but that in their responses they are asked to also comment on accident statistics and the safety of each roundabout advertisement sign proposal;

(ii)
Kettering Borough Council allow a single website address, for example www.SponsorThisRoundabout.com or the name of the sponsor's website, provided it is of a reasonable font size and typeface that does not distract drivers;

(iii)
Northamptonshire County Council be asked to set aside a percentage of its revenue income from Keegan Ford Sponsorship for investment in enhancements in the appearance of roundabouts in Kettering Borough; and

(iv)
Northamptonshire County Council work with the Borough Council and Area Forums to proactively seek support for projects that improve the appearance of roundabouts.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.25 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
AI

Planning Policy No. 

(15.2.10)

