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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The North Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme sets out the Development Plan Documents to be prepared by each of the North Northamptonshire authorities.  It identifies that the Borough Council will prepare a Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan.  At the meeting of this Committee on 20th November 2007, it was agreed to progress the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan (AAP) to Preferred Options stage and supplement this with the preparation of a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to provide a policy context for the site in the shorter term.
2.2 Alledge Brooke LLP submitted two identical outline planning applications for 5,500 dwellings at land to the east of Kettering.  The first of these was submitted on 31st July 2007.  The submission of this application provided an impetus for the Council to masterplan with developers the proposed development through the planning application.  Policy providing for a sustainable urban extension at East Kettering was subsequently provided through the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy in June 2008.  Policy 7 of the Core Spatial Strategy provides for a sustainable urban extension of between 4-6,000 dwellings at East Kettering.
2.3 The submission of a planning application prompted officers to assess the benefits of investing resources into making progress on the AAP, against the likely timescales for determining the planning application.  It showed that an application was likely to be determined ahead of adopting the AAP.  Also, Development Plan Regulations were under review at the time so there was some doubt as to the likely process the Council would be required to undertake to progress the AAP.  It was considered that, provided progress was being made with the planning application and that it was developing in general conformity with policy then no further work would be undertaken to progress the AAP.
2.4 The East Kettering Strategic Design SPD was presented for two public consultations during July/August 2008 and September/October 2008.  The SPD was formally adopted by the Council on 29th April 2009.  It expanded upon Policy 16: Sustainable Urban Extensions of the Core Spatial Strategy, providing strategic design guidance specific to the preparation of a scheme for land to the east of Kettering.  The SPD acted as a further piece or more detailed guidance in making progress with the planning applications.
2.5 The planning applications were presented to members of the Full Planning Committee on 30th September and 15th December 2009.  At the meeting on 15th December, members approved the planning applications, subject to the completion of a satisfactory Section 106 Agreement; any additions or amendments to conditions; and the submission of further information in relation to archaeology.
2.6 The aim of preparing the Kettering Urban Extension AAP has been to identify policies and proposals to establish the development principles for the urban extension.  The AAP would allocate the site area for development, identify a phasing strategy and indicate, through a Concept Plan, the distribution of primary uses and their inter-linkages.  Any AAP or SPD would carry significant weight in determining an outline planning application.  However, given that consent has now been granted for the sustainable urban extension at East Kettering, there no longer exists the need to provide policies to allocate the site.  Therefore, it is recommended that progress on the Kettering Urban Extension AAP be abandoned and the Plan withdrawn from the Local Development Scheme.  Policies contained within the Core Spatial Strategy, and the SPD will continue to be relevant in considering detailed applications for the development.
2.7 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) (Regulations) 2008 require that the Council must as soon as reasonably practicable after the Plan has been withdrawn carry out a number of actions to make all parties involved aware of the decision and remove all copies of the relevant documents from public places.  It is proposed that officers undertake this procedure.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

No consultation is required for the Council to determine to withdraw an AAP.  Extensive consultation was undertaken in the preparation of the East Kettering Strategic Design SPD and at various stages in determining the planning applications.  The results of these consultations were reported to Committees in the preparation of the SPD and in determining the planning applications.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The Kettering Urban Extension AAP is identified within the Local Development Scheme.  Given the Council’s decision to grant planning permission for the Sustainable Urban Extension at East Kettering then no further need exists to prepare the Kettering Urban Extension AAP.

5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The costs of notifying all relevant parties of the withdrawal will be accommodated within the Development Services revenue budget.
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Title of Document: Kettering Town Centre AAP and Kettering Urban Extension AAP

Date: September 2006
Title of Document: North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy

Date: June 2008

Title of Document: North East Kettering Strategic Design SPD

Date: April 2009

Contact Officer: Simon Richardson – Development Manager
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To seek Members agreement to withdraw the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plan be withdrawn from the North Northamptonshire Local Development Scheme.









