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2.  
BACKGROUND
2.1 The Wilbarston Parish Plan is a document which sets out the vision for how the residents of the village wish to see their community develop and the actions needed to achieve these.  It is a comprehensive document which contains social, economic and environmental issues including employment, playgrounds, new buildings and protection of footpaths and the countryside.

2.2 The aims of the Wilbarston Parish Plan  are as follows:
· To provide a framework for the Parish Council’s Action

· To support bids for funding from local, regional and national organisations
· To inform policy documents and initiatives carried out by local government bodies such as Local Development Documents and Sustainable Community Strategies
· To serve as material consideration in determining planning applications
2.3 The plan has been produced following detailed consultation with the residents of the village of Wilbarston. The purpose of the plan is to set out a vision of what is important, how new development can best be accommodated, the design and quality standards it should meet, how to preserve valued local features and to map out the facilities which the village needs to safeguard for the future.

3 PLAN PREPARATION PROCESS
3.1 A formal application for grant aid to ACRE was made in February 2008. Following acceptance of the bid, an invitation was made in the village newsletter for members to form a steering group.
3.2 An initial meeting of the volunteer steering group was organised in May 2008.  The group then planned an open day which was held in October 2008 to welcome ideas and concerns from residents of the village.  The issues raised at the open day were used as the basis of producing a questionnaire which was sent to every household in the village.
3.3 A response rate of about two thirds was achieved and the results provided the steering group with a clear indication of major issues with which the plan should engage.
3.4 Using the results of the Survey and information from secondary sources, a Draft document was produced and submitted to Kettering Borough Council’s Development Services for consideration in October 2009.  Following minor amendments the final version of the draft document was produced, a copy of which is before Members at Appendix 1.
4 MAIN ISSUES RAISED WITHIN THE PARISH PLAN
4.1 With respect to facilities within Wilbarston, the Parish Plan seeks to ensure that present facilities within the village are maintained and where possible enhanced.  This will be achieved through the Parish Council monitoring planning applications that impact on facilities, while liaising with appropriate authorities.  The accountability mechanism stipulated by the Plan to monitor this objective is through the Parish’s Annual General Meetings.
4.2 As far as employment and services are concerned, the Plan seeks to promote small scale employment opportunities within the village.  The mechanism in place for achieving this objective is to comment favourably on planning applications for local businesses. 
4.3 In terms of the physical environment, it is the view of the residents of Wilbarston that the village envelope remains unchanged and that the highest standards of development be promoted within the conservation area.  Residents will want the Parish Council to recommend the refusal of planning applications which are considered as having unsustainably adverse impact on the conservation area and the village environment as a whole.
5 PARISH PLANS AND VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS IN KETTERING     BOROUGH

5.1 Kettering Borough Council has agreed to consider Village Design Statements and Parish Plans and where appropriate adopt them as informal Council guidance documents. To date the Village Design Statements of Ashley; Harrington and Thorpe Underwood; and Weston By Welland have already been adopted by the Council as informal Council documents. The Parish Plan for Broughton has also been adopted.

5.2 Progress is being made on the production of Parish Plans for the villages of Pytchley, Cranford, Braybrooke, Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley, amongst others.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Wilbarston Parish Plan will be a material planning consideration when determining planning application.  It will also serve as part of the evidence base in preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document and the Sustainable Communities Strategy.  The Plan will also contribute towards implementation of the requirements in PPS6 to ensure development respects Villages of considerable historic and architectural value, makes an important contribution to local countryside character and contributes to a sense of local identity.
7.
USE OF RESOURCES

Funding for the project was secured through the Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE)
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1.      PURPOSE OF REPORT





        To seek formal approval of the Wilbarston Parish Plan and to recommend its adoption as an informal Council document.





8.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members adopt the Wilbarston Parish Plan as an informal Council policy document. 
























