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2.  
BACKGROUND
2.1 The Cranford Parish Plan is a document which sets out the vision for how the residents of Cranford wish to see their community develop and the actions needed to achieve this. It is a comprehensive document which contains social, economic and environmental issues including employment, playgrounds, new buildings and protection of footpaths and the countryside.

2.2 The aims of Parish Plans are as follows:
· To provide a framework for the Parish Council’s actions
· To support bids for funding from local, regional and national organisations
· To inform policy documents and initiatives carried out by local government bodies such as Local Development Documents and Sustainable Community Strategies
· To serve as a material consideration in determining planning applications
2.3 The Plan has been produced following detailed consultation with the residents of the village of Cranford. The purpose of the plan is to set out a vision of what is important, how new development can best be accommodated, the design and quality standards it should meet, how to preserve valued local features and to map out the facilities which the village needs to safeguard for the future.

2.4 In light of the following issues, the residents of Cranford decided to prepare this Parish Plan in order to protect the future of their village while mapping out actions needed to guide the development of the village.
· Outline planning permission had been granted for the Kettering East urban extension which is within a kilometre of the Village. The implementation of this development could have some social and environmental impacts on the village. The Parish Plan was needed to avoid any adverse impact of the proposed urban extension on the village.
· Planning permission had also been granted for a number of wind turbines located to the south of the village. As part of the planning permission, developer contributions have been agreed to go towards the development of neighbouring villages, including Cranford. The residents of the village felt it would be appropriate to have a plan in place to guide the allocation of funds in the future.
· Cranford is increasingly becoming an ageing population and the Parish Council, as well as residents, saw the need to put in place actions to attract younger families into the village.
3 PLAN PREPARATION PROCESS
3.1 A village meeting was held on 22nd September, 2008.  At this meeting, a 13 member committee of volunteers was formed to co-ordinate the preparation of the Parish Plan. 
3.2 After several meetings, the committee prepared and distributed flyers to all households within the village. The responses to the leaflets enabled the committee to prepare a questionnaire in order to discover what residents would like to see preserved or improved upon and their needs for the future of Cranford.
3.3 The group planned an open day which was held in October 2008 to welcome ideas and concerns from residents of the village.  The issues raised at the open day were used as the basis for producing a questionnaire.
3.4 The questionnaire was distributed to every household in the village and the results of it analysed by the committee. The results were displayed at an exhibition event in the Village Hall in July 2009 for comments to be made from residents. Kettering Borough Council staff attended this event to play an enabling role. 
3.5 A draft of the Parish Plan was produce and submitted to the Borough Council in January 2010 to consider. Following minor amendments the final version of the draft document was produced, a copy of which is before Members at Appendix 10.

4 MAIN ISSUES RAISED WITHIN THE PARISH PLAN
4.1 One of the main issues raised by residents of Cranford is the need to sustain and improve services within the village through the provision of a village shop.  There is currently no convenience shop within the village, therefore villagers are not able to access basic essentials unless they drive out of the village, which is considered unsustainable. The Parish Council intends to investigate the possibility of a mobile van or utilising the existing public house
4.2 Another issue of concern to residents of Cranford is that of dog fouling within village. In order to enhance the appearance of the village, the Parish Council has proposed to ask volunteers to get involved in periodic litter picking exercises, with the assistance of the Borough Council.
4.3 The need for improved facilities for recreation is also an issue of concern to residents. There is currently no park or play area for children and this is seen as one of the contributing factors to the limited number of young families in the village.
5 PARISH PLANS AND VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS IN KETTERING     BOROUGH

5.1 Kettering Borough Council is committed to involving local people in the process of planning and community development. The Council has therefore agreed to consider Village Design Statements and Parish Plans and where appropriate adopt them as informal Council guidance documents. To date, Village Design Statements for Ashley; Harrington and Thorpe Underwood; and Weston By Welland have already been adopted by the Council as informal Council documents. Parish Plans for Broughton and Wilbarston have also been adopted.

5.2 Progress is being made on the production of Parish Plans for the villages of Pytchley, Braybrooke, the parish of Barton Seagrave, and Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley, as well as the Parish Plan for Cranford which is before the committee for consideration.
6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Cranford Parish Plan will be a material planning consideration when determining planning application.  It will also serve as part of the evidence base in preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document and the Sustainable Communities Strategy.  The Plan will also contribute towards implementation of the requirements in PPS4 to ensure development respects villages of considerable historic and architectural value, makes an important contribution to local countryside character and contributes to a sense of local identity.
7.
USE OF RESOURCES

Funding for the project was secured through the Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE)
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Title of Document: Cranford Parish Plan

Date:  June 2010

     
Contact Officer:  William Agroh
1.      PURPOSE OF REPORT





        To seek formal approval of the Cranford Parish Plan and to recommend its adoption as an informal Council document.





8.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members adopt the Cranford Parish Plan as an informal Council policy document and that officers write to the volunteer steering group congratulating them on the quality of their Parish Plan.























