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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Planning Policy Statements are produced by the Government to provide national policy on aspects of spatial planning. PPS’s inform the production of Local Development Frameworks (LDF’s) and are used in decision making in respect of planning applications.
2.2 The Government’s White Paper: Planning for a Sustainable Future included a commitment to produce a more streamlined and clearly focused national policy framework. The Draft PPS Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment will replace PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation and PPG17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation and parts of PPS7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas and PPG20: Coastal Planning. This new PPS aims to bring together policies on the natural environment and on open and green spaces.

2.3 This consultation document was produced prior to the General Election and therefore represents the policy commitments of the previous Government. At this stage it is not clear how the change in Government will effect the progression of this PPS but it is likely that it will need to be updated to reflect the changes proposed in relation to the removal of the regional tier of planning.  

Overview of content
Implications for Plan Making
2.4 The new PPS introduces a new requirement for the delivery of green infrastructure. At a regional level the new PPS requires regional authorities to address regional, sub-regional and cross-boundary issues in relation to biodiversity, geodiversity, landscape protection and green infrastructure in its regional strategy. At a local level local authorities are required to build on this work and to set out in LDF’s a strategic approach to the creation, protection and management of a network of green infrastructure. Policies should provide for green infrastructure, avoid fragmentation of habitats, identify opportunities to enhance green infrastructure and identify opportunities to enhance the functions urban green spaces can perform. This strategic approach to delivery of green infrastructure is already reflected in the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and through the production of Northamptonshire’s Environmental Character and Green Infrastructure Suite and therefore this requirement will not place an additional burden on resources.
2.5 The new PPS continues to require local authorities to set out policies for the conservation, restoration, enhancement and enjoyment of the natural environment including criteria based policies to assess proposals effecting sites of regional and local biodiversity and geodiversity interest and landscapes that are outside national designations but that are particularly highly valued locally. 
2.5
The new PPS continues the requirement for local authorities to undertake and keep up to date assessments of existing and future needs for open space, green infrastructure, sports, recreation and play facilities and an audit of existing facilities currently set out in PPG17. It also continues to support the need to make adequate provision for these facilities and requires local authorities to protect these uses unless it can be demonstrated that they are surplus to requirements. Where deficiencies arise local authorities should identify opportunities to enhance existing spaces or create new ones.
Implications for Decision Making
2.6
The new PPS contains a series of development management policies which should be used when determining planning applications. Many of the principles set out in these policies are currently set out in the PPS’s which this PPS will replace.
2.7
The new PPS continues to ensure that when determining applications local planning authorities should aim to avoid harm to the natural environment from development using policy NE8. When significant harm to biodiversity or geodiversity would occur appropriate mitigation should be provided and if the harm cannot be appropriately mitigated permission should be refused. The principles set out the levels of protection afforded to different designations giving the highest protection to nationally designated sites.
2.8
Policy NE9 aims to ensure the maintenance of an adequate supply of open space, green infrastructure, sports, recreational and play facilities. The policy aims to prevent the loss of open space through development unless it can be demonstrated that there is a surplus to requirements. Where development is likely to have an adverse impact on green infrastructure, mitigation should be required and where mitigation is not possible applications should be refused. Proposals which remedy deficiencies in open space, green infrastructure, or sports, recreational or play facilities should be considered favourably.
2.9
The new PPS continues to provide a high level of protection to playing fields through policy NE10 which sets out limited circumstances in which development affecting these would be acceptable.

2.10
The PPS proposes a change to the way in which applications involving floodlighting of sports and recreational facilities are considered. Policy NE11 introduces a requirement to consider the wider recreational benefits of floodlighting to the community as well as impact on local amenity and biodiversity. This has been introduced to recognise the benefits floodlighting can have in terms of extending the time that outdoor facilities can be used and the wider benefits this can have on health and wellbeing. Local planning authorities should consider whether conditions could be put in place to control the use of floodlights to an acceptable level.
2.11
The PPS also sets out principles to be applied when assessing applications for proposals for sport and recreation requiring natural features and water, sport and recreation provision in nationally designated areas and proposals for major sports development and mixed use sport and recreational facilities.
CONSULTATION RESPONSE

2.12
The PPS contains a set of consultation questions which can be used to respond to the document. These questions, along with officer responses to the questions are attached to this report at Appendix 8. The closing date for consultation responses was 1st June 2010, therefore the attached responses have been forwarded to the Department of Communities and Local Government in advance of this committee meeting to meet this deadline. Members are asked to endorse these comments, however if there are any issues not raised in these responses which the committee feels it would like to raise these will be forwarded by officers following this meeting with a request that they are considered in the production of the final PPS.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

Kettering Borough Council is a consultee in the production of this document. The consultation closed on the 1st June 2010.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

PPS’s are a material consideration in the determination of planning applications and in the production of the Local Development Framework.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

There are no resource implications relating to the document.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the contents of the Draft PPS: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment, and to seek endorsement of officers responses to consultation questions sent to the Department of Communities and Local Government.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That Members note the contents of the Draft PPS: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment and endorse the comments provided by officers in response to the consultation.








