Planning Policy Committee 24.06.10

Appendix 7

PART 3: Consultation questions
Name:

Development Services
Organisation:
Kettering Borough Council
Address:  Council Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering, NN15 7QX
E-mail address: planningpolicy@kettering.gov.uk
Questions on which we would particularly like your views: (KBC Response in Bold) 
Please state whether you agree to your response being made public. Yes
1. Do you support the consolidation and streamlining of the PPS1 supplement and

PPS22 on renewable energy into a single planning policy statement?   Yes 
2. Does the proposed PPS address sufficiently all the issues that planners face in

relation to climate change? Yes 

3. Do you agree that this proposed PPS should continue to be a supplement to PPS1?

No.  The Issue needs to stand alone for prominence, as befits its importance.
4. We propose that regional strategies should set ambitious targets for renewable energy

and that targets should be expressed as a minimum amount of installed capacity in

Megawatts (MW). Do you agree with how this target is described and that the assessment supporting the target should, where feasible, be consistent with the methodology provided by Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)?

Kettering Borough Council welcomes ambitious targets, and supports consistent government methodologies across departments.
5. We propose that local planning authorities should assess opportunities for decentralised energy in their area. Are these requirements sufficiently clear and manageable?

No.  The extra resource implications of this new line of work for many local authorities would create an extra burden on local authority funding and range of knowledge and skills.
6. We propose that sites that perform poorly against the criteria in policy LCF6.1 should not be allocated for development (with limited exceptions). Do you agree with this suggested approach?

Yes 

7. We propose in LCF7 the approach for local authorities when setting local requirements for using decentralised energy in new development. We also propose, in LCF8, that, as an interim measure until the coming into force of the 2013 revisions, the Secretary of State will support the application of authority-wide targets where these are included in the development plan. Do you agree with this approach?
Kettering Borough Council would like continued support for local decentralised energy requirements specified in the North Northants Core Spatial Strategy.
8. Do you agree with the approach to setting requirements for sustainable buildings including in water stressed areas?
Yes 

9. We propose that local planning authorities should support the takeup of electric vehicles, including being able to set local requirements for installing cabling or charging infrastructure for electric vehicles in new developments with parking facilities. Do you agree with the proposed approach?
Yes

10. Proposals for major new development that do not comply with the criteria set out in proposed policy LCF13 should normally be refused planning permission. Do you agree with this proposed approach?
Yes 

11. We have set out a positive framework for renewable and low carbon energy, including the factors in proposed policy LCF14, that should be taken into account in determining planning applications. Do you agree with these and are they sufficiently clear?
Some clarity may be gained by being more precise.  For example some of this policy would appear to be just requiring earlier policy to be followed, and is thus superfluous.
12. Do you agree with the conclusions of the consultation stage Impact Assessment? In

particular, have we correctly identified any additional burdens for local planning authorities? Is the impact on owners/developers correctly identified and proportionate to their responsibilities?

No, see comment on question 5 above.
13. Do you think that the proposals in this proposed PPS will have different impact, either positive or negative, on people, because of their gender, race or disability? If so, how in your view should we respond? We particularly welcome the views of organisations and individuals with specific expertise in these areas.

No impact anticipated


