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2.
INFORMATION
Background
2.1
The role of Planning Policy Statements is to set out national policy on aspects of spatial planning, thus informing policy in local development plan documents, decisions on planning applications and other local planning issues.

2.2
Separate Planning Policy Statements (PPS) have previously been produced on Planning for Renewable Energy (PPS 22, 2004) and Planning and Climate Change (Supplement to PPS 1, 2007).
2.3 This new Planning Policy Statement proposes to combine the Government’s policy position on renewable energy and climate change into one place.  This consultation draft was issued in March of this year the closing date for comments was 1st June 2010.

2.4 This consultation document was produced prior to the General Election and therefore represents the policy commitments of the previous Government.  At this stage it is not clear how the change in Government will effect the progression of this PPS to adopted Government policy.

2.5 A target for the development and use of renewable energy is now embedded in legislation (Energy Act 2010), as is a target for carbon reduction (Climate Change Act 2008).  Generally, the issue of low carbon development has increased in importance since both previous PPS documents were produced, the legislative background has changed significantly, and renewable energy technology has advanced.  There is a need to update both documents, and the decision has also been made to amalgamate them both into one document, as a contribution to streamlining planning guidance.  
Officers comments on the Draft PPS
2.6
Kettering Borough, as members will be aware, has been very supportive in delivering renewable energy development, and developing policies and planning conditions promoting low carbon development in urban extensions.  Your officers consider it worthy of offering general support for requirements in the draft PPS that building design and site selection promote lower carbon development.  In addition, it is felt that support can be offered to the amalgamation of both former PPSs.

2.7
While broadly supportive of the trajectory of progress the PPS promotes, there is some concern that some proposals in the draft PPS have significant increased resource implications for local planning authorities, for example the suggestion that authorities should assess opportunities for decentralised energy in our area.
2.8 The Council should be supportive of the new draft policy to require charging and parking infrastructure for electric cars to be installed in new developments, where appropriate.
2.9 Your officers response to the consultation is attached to this report for information (Appendix 7).  Any further comments from committee will be forwarded to the Department of Communities and Local Government as late comments for consideration.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Kettering Borough Council is a consultee in the production of this PPS.  The proposed policy guidance would promote low-carbon lifestyles in the borough, which would benefit local residents.
3.2
The responses on this draft consultation will now need to be considered by the new coalition government, and it is possible that the document will see changes in the light of this.

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1
If progressed by the current government, the draft PPS will revise the context in which this authority’s Local Development Framework, planning permissions and other policy documents are decided.  The revisions will be generally supportive of lower carbon development and infrastructure.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
As discussed above, possible increased resource implications have been noted in the response to the Secretary of State.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of a proposed review of Government planning guidance on renewable energy and planning for climate change and to request endorsement of the officers response to the Department for Communities and Local Government. 





 





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That Members note the contents of the Draft PPS: Planning for a Low Carbon Future and endorse the comments provided by officers in response to the consultation.









