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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 This position statement is in response to a request from Members for an update on the approach to delivering the Green Infrastructure (GI) strategy.

2.2 Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning defines GI in terms of spatial planning and ensuring that sustainable communities are delivered as follows:

‘Green Infrastructure’ is a network of multi-functional green space, both new and existing, both urban and rural, which supports the natural and ecological processes and is integral to the health and quality of life of sustainable communities.

2.3 The River Nene Regional Park (RNRP) published a Strategic GI Strategy for Northamptonshire at sub regional level that provides a positive long term vision for GI provision and an environmental context for development and regeneration in the county.  The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) adopted in June 2008 and in which KBC is a key partner authority was the first CSS to incorporate the GI policies as below.
CSS Policy 5: Green Infrastructure which states:

Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure corridors will connect locations of natural and historic heritage, green space, biodiversity or other environmental interest. They will be safeguarded through: Using developer contributions to facilitate improvements to their quality and robustness; Development will contribute towards the establishment, enhancement or ongoing management of local corridors linking with sub-regional corridors
CSS Policy 6: Infrastructure Delivery and Developer Contributions
New development will be supported by the timely delivery of infrastructure, services and facilities necessary to provide balanced, more self-sufficient  communities. Developers will either make direct provision or will contribute towards the provision of local and strategic infrastructure required by the development either alone or cumulatively with other developments
3.0   Kettering Borough’s Green Infrastructure work to date
3.1   An Open Space Needs Assessment was undertaken in 2007 in accordance with   

        Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport and        

        Recreation.  Consultants PMP were utilised to undertake the audit to:

1. Identify Local needs

2. Audit the existing local provision

3. Set required local provision standards

4. Apply these standards; and
5. Input into local policies, in particular the adopted Open Space Supplementary Planning Document (see below)
Work to update the assessment is ongoing.
3.2 The Open Space Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), adopted in     September 2008, was prepared to guarantee that sufficient open space, sports pitches and facilities for all are provided to serve all new residential developments in the Borough.  The SPD also provides guidance on opportunities to enhance the quality and accessibility of existing open space provision ‘off site’ through financial contributions.  
3.3  Nene Valley Strategic Plan - The River Nene Regional Park produced this document to support the delivery of a shared vision for the future of the Nene Valley.  The strategic plan identifies opportunities for the delivery of this vision through the following five themes:
1. a more enjoyed River Nene;
2. reinvigorated Nene Towns;
3. a living countryside;
4. a connected Nene Valley; and 

5. enhanced natural attractions and a natural playground

The proposed vision is that "By 2021, the Nene Valley will be nationally recognised as an exemplar for the innovative management and enhancement of its natural and cultural environment, leading to a better quality of life for new and existing communities, whilst accommodating unprecedented growth."
3.4 In light of the above and as the River Nene is not located within the Borough, the Council commissioned the River Nene Regional Park to undertake a Green Infrastructure Study of the Ise Valley.  This draft document informs on how GI should be planned at the local level of assessment on the Borough’s primary GI resource, identifies opportunities and demonstrable need, thereby supporting local planning requirements. The document is intended to help inform negotiations for securing planning obligation funding to deliver GI benefits in and around the Ise Valley.
3.5    The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) includes objectives in regard to Green Infrastructure.  The AAP will deliver growth whilst adopting a strategic approach to the provision of open space and green infrastructure. A key aim of the AAP is to achieve a significant uplift in the quality of open space in the town centre through protecting and enhancing some existing open spaces and through the creation of new, high quality green infrastructure. This is reflected in plan objective 7: 

Objective 7: To deliver a greener town centre with an emphasis on provision of green infrastructure, renewable energy initiatives and environmentally efficient buildings to encourage green living.

To achieve this objective the AAP will:

· Designate sixteen open spaces as 'Environmentally Important Open Space' - ensuring their ongoing use as open space and encouraging conservation and enhancement initiatives that enhance their appearance, setting and accessibility. 

· Deliver public realm enhancements to important open spaces 
· Provide a framework for future measures to enhance existing open spaces and deliver a gain in biodiversity. 
· Provide the mechanism for the production of a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the Slade Brook corridor (see below). 
· Ensure replacement open spaces are provided where development proposals would result in the loss of existing facilities
3.6 The Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension AAP also contains a GI section.  A key aim for of this is to ensure that new development contributes to the delivery of a network of Green Infrastructure through safeguarding and enhancing existing assets and by the provision of high quality new Green Infrastructure. GI delivered as part of the development at Rothwell North will incorporate a multi-functional buffer around Rothwell Gullet and will seek to include the three identified Potential Wildlife Sites to the northern extent of the site.  Planning permission for development at Desborough North will include improvements to and extension of the proposed Desborough Green Space.

3.7 This AAP also seeks development contributions to wider GI enhancements including:
· Extending Desborough Cemetery and contributing towards improvements at the Borough-wide crematorium facilities at Rothwell Road, Kettering;

· Safeguarding the open space between Desborough and Rothwell in the Ise Valley, potentially involving enhancements to the Rothwell Gullet Nature Reserve and two Potential Wildlife Sites in the Ise Valley; and

    contributing to improvements to Rights of Way.
3.8    Officers of the Council are in dialogue with the River Nene Regional Park to undertake a GI Strategy for the Slade Brook, in order to ascertain the potential to establish a multi–functional linear green space along the urban section of the Slade Brook in Kettering.  This is set out in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan.
3.9    Kettering Borough Council’s East Kettering Strategic Design Supplementary    Planning Document (adopted April 2009) was heavily informed by GI and included the key objectives of:
· Providing a range of community facilities, for example for open space, education, leisure and health 

· Providing for a transport system which accommodates a wide range of transport choices 

· Ensuring that new development is set within a landscape which enhances the character and setting of the town and that new development respects the existing historic and cultural assets of the area

· Providing a public realm which includes the built and natural environment in order to create a community which is distinctive, attractive and sustainable

· Ensuring that development protects and enhances key local biodiversity and creates an environment which is attractive to wildlife and encourages public interaction

· Providing a community which minimises use of natural resources, promotes energy efficiency, waste management and recycling and minimises the risks from climate change, pollution and flooding

3.10  A desktop exercise was undertaken in connection with the East Kettering Sustainable Urban Extension application that mapped all the walking/cycling routes, potential and existing wildlife sites and all land under stewardship schemes. This was undertaken to inform the decision process and highlight the key GI assets and potential linkages. The exercise highlighted the Council’s commitment to the preservation of Wildlife sites, Pocket Parks and Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
3.11 The emerging Site Specific proposals Local Delivery Document will build on the GI strategy contained in the CSS and will seek to provide more detail on proposals, linkages and potential improvements to the GI network within Kettering Borough. Appendix 5 shows the policy document hierarchy.
3.12 Green Links Kettering is a project which aims to encourage more people to travel sustainably by linking main destinations such as employment and education facilities with residential areas through new walking and cycling routes.  The project is paid for by central government as part of Growth Area Funding, distributed through the North Northamptonshire Development Company.
3.13 Revital-ISE is a new partnership project that has been launched to improve biodiversity, access, recreation and leisure and encourage the local communities to get involved in the area.

This project will endeavour to implement improvements along the length of the Ise valley with the aims of enhancing the biodiversity, providing increased access, increasing leisure and recreational activities, improving the landscape value and restoring the natural floodplain where possible.

Major work to help the restoration of the riverside meadows is planned to start in the next few weeks at The Wildlife Trust in Northamptonshire's Nature Reserve, Tailby Meadows. This work is being funded by the Revital-ISE project. 
Wicksteed Park has applied for Lottery funding to make improvements to the lake, build a new education centre and accessible greenway route along the Ise. £47,000 has been granted which follows a £78,000 commitment from Kettering Council over three years which was agreed in September.
3.14 The Green Wheel is a proposal for sustainably connecting attractions around Kettering Borough through enhanced cycleways and footpaths currently being worked on by KBC’s Planning Policy and Infrastructure team.
4 CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

4.1
None
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

5.1
As outlined in this report, ongoing work on Green Infrastructure is feeding into the preparation of the Local Development Framework. As work progresses, Members will be updated on progress and key projects
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide Members with an update on the Council’s approach to delivering Green Infrastructure.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the members note the contents of this report.








