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2.
Background
2.1
The North Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been prepared by The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and Peterborough. It was prepared as a consequence of a workshop held by The Wildlife Trust in 2009, attended by officers from all four North Northamptonshire planning authorities and subsequent discussions at the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit with the Chief Planning Officers’ Steering Group.
2.2
The draft SPD was approved by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee for consultation at its meeting on 22 September 2010. The SPD is being consulted upon for 6 weeks from 8 October to 19 November 2010. The SPD will support existing Development Plan policies and help to achieve Kettering Borough Council’s strategic aims and objectives of improving biodiversity in the borough and developing green infrastructure. The SPD should assist planning authorities in their statutory duty to conserve biodiversity.
2.3
The SPD builds on national policy in Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological

Conservation and policies 5 (Green Infrastructure), 13 (General Sustainable Development Principles and 16 (Sustainable Urban Extensions) of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy. The relevant saved policies of the Local Plan for Kettering Borough are K3 – Ise Valley and K4 – Slade Valley.  
2.4 The thrust of these documents is to promote sustainable, well-designed development. In addition, they seek to ensure that biodiversity and appropriate landscaping are fully integrated into new developments, creating accessible green spaces for wildlife and people, to contribute to a high quality natural and built environment, and to contribute to a better quality of life.

2.5
The SPD has been produced in order to ensure that new development recognises the character of the local landscape, successfully incorporates features of landscape importance and, where appropriate, includes the creation of a high-quality functional landscape within the sites; ensures that new developments avoid causing harm to important wildlife habitats and species that are under threat; and encourages the incorporation of features into new developments to sustain and enhance wildlife.

3.
Summary of SPD CONTENT
3.1
Biodiversity is a phrase used to describe the richness of the living environment

around us, it incorporates all species and habitats and aims to ensure the protection of genetic diversity. The planning process should seek a net gain in Biodiversity in Northamptonshire through the implementation of the SPD.   
3.2
The SPD introduces the existing and emerging policies which need to be considered when applying for planning permission and explains how biodiversity should be incorporated into the planning process to ensure that the requirements of legislation and policy are met. It is designed to be used by both applicants and those considering applications by offering a standardised approach to be followed for all applications and should be used in conjunction with expert ecological assessments, as applicable to each specific case. 
3.3
The document incorporates:
·    a clear flow chart of procedures that will address biodiversity in new     developments;
·    a biodiversity checklist that identifies the type of development to determine the extent of any survey requirements; and
·    a survey calendar to determine when surveys can be undertaken and information on the validation process and good practice. 
The full document can be found in Appendix 4. 
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 The SPD is currently out for public consultation from 8 October to 19 November 2010. The document is posted on the North Northants Joint Planning Unit’s website Consultation Portal at http://consult.nnjpu.org.uk/portal/biodiversity_spd1 for comments and feedback. Representations in writing can be made using the feedback form http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/publications/docdetail.asp?docid=1166. 
4.2     As a result of the SPD, developers will be required to undertake any identified surveys (using the checklist) before development commences. If a survey detects that the development will have an adverse affect on Biodiversity, the proposal should be adapted to avoid damage. Where the damage cannot be entirely avoided, mitigation measures will be required. If the impact cannot be avoided or mitigated against, appropriate compensation will be sought to ensure there is no net loss in biodiversity.  
4.3
Initial remarks from officers are broadly supportive of the aims of the SPD although comments have been received regarding the survey checklist. It is thought that full qualified surveys should not be blanket applied to all application types as a validation requirement as the vast majority of alterations to buildings are either not development requiring any planning permission, or are permitted development. There appears to be no differentiation in application types as to what standard/level of survey is undertaken. Any further comments received in the interim will be reported verbally at committee.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
5.1
The Biodiversity SPD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.  The results of the consultation will be reported to a future meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, to KBC Planning Policy Committee and the final document will be reported to Full Council for adoption, in accordance with the Council’s constitution.
5.2
This SPD will be a companion document to the emerging North Northamptonshire Development Contributions SPD, as planning contributions may, in some circumstances, be able to contribute to improving biodiversity. 
6.
USE OF RESOURCES
6.1 Production of the SPD has been undertaken by The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and Peterborough with guidance and input from North Northants development officers. There are no financial implications for Kettering Borough Council.



Relevant Background Papers:


· Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, 
· PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation 
· North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy
· The 1995 Local Plan for Kettering Borough
Contact Officer: Duncan Law 
Appendix 4 – North Northamptonshire draft Supplementary Planning Document

(Attached)

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the public consultation on the draft North Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 





7.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members agree to the draft North Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).








