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2.
INTRODUCTION
2.1 The Local Development Scheme for North Northamptonshire specifies the production of a Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP). The AAP will provide a coherent spatial plan which will provide developers and investors with confidence in Kettering town centre’s future. Furthermore, an AAP is an essential tool for delivery, that provides the justification for the compulsory acquisition of land, where necessary, to allow regeneration schemes to progress.
2.2 The Proposed Submission version of the plan is the final version of the AAP ahead of formal submission to the Secretary of State for independent Examination. Members will recall that the Proposed Submission AAP, Sustainability Appraisal and accompanying background documents were approved by this Committee on 26 July 2010 and were agreed to be made available for an 8 weeks consultation period from Monday 16 August 2010 to Monday 18 October 2010. On 13 September an additional Statutory Notice was published indicating that the consultation was being extended to Monday 25 October 2010 (providing a revised consultation period of 6 weeks from 13 September, and 10 weeks in total) – this was as a result of an errata being identified and amended on the Proposals Map.
2.3 The consultation period provided the final opportunity to make representations on the AAP prior to its Submission to the Secretary of State. Representations at this stage must be made on the soundness of the plan rather than as individual detailed objections to its content. This is because all previous comments including those relating to the proposed location and scale of development have informed the content of this version of the Plan.
2.4 Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning (2008) states that in order to be considered ‘sound’ a Plan must be justified, effective and consistent with national policy. This is further explained within the Proposed Submission AAP and the Consultation Guidance Notes, which can be viewed at http://consult.kettering.gov.uk/portal.
3.
CONSULTATION RESULTS
3.1 During the consultation, 22 individual comments where received from a total of 16 consultees.  All comments received have been processed and are available to view on the Council’s Consultation Portal at http://consult.kettering.gov.uk/portal.  Hard copies can also be viewed at the Council Offices.  Appendix 1 contains a summary of all responses received, alongside your officer’s comments.
3.2 Below is a summary of the main issues raised:
· The Environment Agency support the AAP and have commended the work of the Borough Council in working closely with them to prepare the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) and related flood management AAP policies. They have also provided some recommendations for minor amendments to be made to the AAP for clarification purposes, although they consider the AAP to be sound in its current form.
· The Wildlife Trust made some recommendations for improving the Monitoring Framework indicators on biodiversity.
· Natural England have made recommendations for how the Green Infrastructure Strategy and Urban Codes SPD can be developed to address issues of biodiversity targets, open space targets and the provision of street trees

· The Civic Society have offered support for the AAP’s identification of 8 distinct quarters and raised several issues for the Borough Council to consider.
· The Kettering Taxi and Private Hire Association submitted comments that relate to the ongoing public realm improvements at Horsemarket – Sheep Street

· A small number of individuals commented on the AAP. Concerns were raised about:

· The sustainability of the AAP

· The extent of the town centre and the appropriateness of difference “use” quarters, and that this would not promote a “mixed use” town centre

· The AAP’s transportation policies, in particular the appropriateness of re-establishing 2-way traffic around Victoria St, Queen St and Eskdaill Street.

· The vision for the Southern Quarter

· The deliverability of the AAP

· The need to consider the historic context, architecture and for good quality design is better promoted by the Borough Council.
3.3 It is the opinion of your officers that the AAP is sound and that the responses summarised in Appendix 1 and paragraph 3.2 above do not necessitate alterations to the Plan. Notwithstanding, the alterations recommended by the Environment Agency and Wildlife Trust will be considered and other minor amendments to the plan will be made (i.e. administrative changes and minor typographical and cartographical amendments). Subsequently, the Submission AAP will be reported to a later meeting of this Committee.

4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 The Proposed Submission document represented the final statutory consultation period in the production of the AAP.  As outlined in paragraph 3.3 above, minor amendments will be made to the AAP, and a final version of the document will be presented to a future meeting of this Committee before being submitted to the Secretary of State.  The document will then be examined during public hearing sessions before an independent Planning Inspector.

5. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
5.1 The reports form part of the evidence base for the AAP. The AAP will eventually become a statutory document, part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) after being subject to Borough wide consultation, Public Examination and final ratification by the Secretary of State.

5.2 The following indicative timescales apply:

· Submission to the Secretary of State: January 2011

· Public Examination: April 2011

· Adoption: August 2011

6. USE OF RESOUCES

6.1
Financial and staffing costs will arise from the Submission of the AAP and the Examination in Public.  These costs are however, allocated within the Planning Policy revenue budget for 2011-12.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of the outcome of community consultation on the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan - Proposed Submission; and





For Members to agree that officers prepare the Submission version of the Area Action Plan to be presented to a future meeting of this Committee.











7.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members note the results of community consultation on the Kettering Town Centre AAP - Proposed Submission; and





That Members agree for officers to prepare the Submission AAP to be presented to a future meeting of this Committee.


















