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	1.
	PURPOSE OF REPORT

Members to agree the content of the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan – Submission and Sustainability Appraisal for Submission to the Secretary of State.



	
	

	2.
	INFORMATION


	2.1
2.2
2.3


	Members will recall that representations made on the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (KTC AAP) Proposed Submission were reported to this Committee on 16 November 2010.  Members noted the contents of the representations and agreed that officers progress the Plan for Submission. 
As reported to the 16 November Committee, no representations made during the Proposed Submission consultation necessitated changes to be made to the AAP, which is considered sound. Alterations suggested by the Environment Agency and Wildlife Trust were noted but are not considered to add sufficient value to the AAP to delay its expedient progress through to Submission. Both organisations considered the AAP to be wholly sound as written. As such, only very minor changes have been made from the Proposed Submission version of the plan (i.e. minor administrative, typographical and cartographical amendments).
A copy of the Submission AAP is attached at Appendix “A”. The document clearly indicates where minor changes have been made, with removed words shown struck through and additions shown in a different shade. The associated Sustainability Appraisal can be inspected on the Council’s website and is also available to view in the Members Room.

	3.
	CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT


	3.1
3.2

3.3

3.4
	All comments received on the AAP have been processed and are available to view on the Council’s Consultation Portal at http://consult.kettering.gov.uk/portal.  
On Submission a Planning Inspector will be appointed to undertake an independent Examination of the Plan to test its ‘soundness’ and make any changes prior to adoption. As part of this process the Inspector will organise an Examination in Public to consider any representations made on the Plan.   The Planning Inspector’s task is to consider the soundness of the AAP, based upon the Tests of Soundness. The Inspector will define the issues for discussion and invite attendees, starting from the presumption that the AAP is sound unless the evidence proves otherwise.  The Examination would likely commence in April 2011.
Subject to approval by this Committee the AAP will be submitted to the Secretary of State in December, for Examination by an independent Inspector, before adoption in summer 2011.
The Planning Inspectorate advises that plans are submitted approximately three months apart to enable Local Authorities to accommodate the necessary resource pressures. Therefore, the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extensions AAP will be submitted in spring 2011.


	4.
	POLICY IMPLICATIONS

	4.1
	The AAP will form a part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.  Its aim is to provide the necessary planning policy for the regeneration of Kettering Town Centre to 2021.

	5.
	USE OF RESOURCES

	5.1
	Staffing and other resourcing costs will arise from the Submission of the AAP and the Examination in Public.  These costs are allocated within the Development Services Policy & Infrastructure revenue budget for 2010-11.


	6. 
	RECOMMENDATION

	
	That Members agree:

1. the Kettering Town Centre AAP – Submission, and Sustainability Appraisal for submission to the Secretary of State; and


2. that the finalising of the Submission AAP and Sustainability Appraisal be delegated to the Head of Development Services, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, for any minor matters requiring amendment as a result of this Committee.



Background Papers:
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